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BOOK III. 



OME, gentle Erato, my foul infpire! 

Oh! fan my genius with thy facred fire ! 
Speak to Iolcos borne the radiant prize, 

While godlike Jafon lures Medea's eyes; 

Thine Cytherea’s fofter talk to fhare ! 

Thine, heav’nly maid, to foothe the virgin's care* 
Thence deem’d the Mufe of love!—the {helt’ring 

reeds 

Receive the warriors ambufh'd in the meads. 
Conceal'd from mortal ken, yet amply feen 

t 

By Jove’s imperial bride, and wlfdom’s queen. 

Far from the thund'rer, and th' aflociate powVs 

The couch invites them to the council’d hours j 

Inquiring Juno Wifdom's ear addrefs'd: 

“ Daughter of Jove, the fecret of thy bread 
u Dare to unfold ! to Juno's wifh impart 

u What open * fuccor, or what fnares of art 


<c 


Shall 


* fywc in the original is contrafted with and intimates 
the application of force, only if fuch exertion (hould be ne- 
ceflary. Erato the Mufe of heroic poetry is more chara&er- 
iftically From her name, the Mufe of love 5 and may feem in 
Vot. II. B thefe 
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“ Shall to yon heroes yfeld. the golden fleece 
<c Return’d triumphant to their native Greece? 

V How Toothing treachVy friendfhip’s lembtenterofl, 

“To melt the monarch, infolent of foul ? 

♦ 

tbefe united offices to juftify the continued mixture of the 
warlike and the amorous paffions, never-failing concomitant? 
in our tragic plans. They are however more happily al¬ 
lied in ancient poetry by their refcue of feeroifra from bar¬ 
barity. In the catalogue of departments attributed to the 
nine Mufes by the fcholiaft on this paflage, the province of 
* a&ivity in the dance * is particularly affigned to Erato- The 
idea of the dance may furely rather lead us to her connexion 
with dramatic, than with epic compofitidns, however varia¬ 
tions may feem to have been made in the peculiar employ¬ 
ments of each Mufe, as occafional changes in the progrefs of 
^Grecian literature gave rife. Virgil has invoked Erato, and 
the invocation is addrefled to her upon the arrival of ./Eneas 

at Latium to obtain, or with due fubmiffion to the heathen dei- 

• * • • • • 

ties, * promoters of difcord,* to feize from the rightful claim¬ 
ant the crown of that kingdom, and the princefs to whom he 
bad been betrothed. On this poetical origin of the Romans 
it may be remarked, that without the exprefs countenance of 
thofe 1 heathen deities* perfonally interfering as abettors of 
Trojan ufurpation, Virgil could fcarcely have hazarded, con¬ 
fidently with the interests of his mafter Atfguftus, as with 
the lefs fatisfied difpofitions of a con fid erable party, an epi- 
fode, wherein the fundamental principles of hofpitable focie- 
ty (principles derived from, and forming indeed a fecondary 
portion of the heathen religion) were violated in the perfon 
of old Latinus, and his engagements with Tumtis. But 
every other confideration was deftined to fubmit to the poet’s 
political defign ; fure of a popular reception from its flatter- 
ing appeal to every Roman bofom- A turn upon words is 
obvious in the ufe of fjrkarcy, ver. 5. orig. 
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« How ? but each thought be fcan’d! each aid 

44 fupply’d !” 

She fpake, and Wifdom’s Goddefs thus reply’d ] 

“ Ah! why the great refolve, my Juno, alk? 

« Still broods my bofom o’er reflection’s talk ; 

44 Nor fram’d one .art to fhield the warr/ors* (kill , 

44 Though weigh’d in reafon’s fcale ,each .ponder’d 

« will" 

She ends j to earth their Heady looks reftgn’d 
Speak the wild forrows floating in the mind j 
When bolder Juno .burfts the fleep.of thought i 
44 Inftant be wily Cytherea fought 1 
44 Inftant, oh Goddefs, if her wifli our joy, 

■ 4 Her voice fhall give the mandate to her boy $ 

44 Swift fprings the arrow to Medea’s heart; 

44 Skill'd in the magic’s medicinal art 
44 Her s ev’ry rapt’rous hope in Jafon’s arms! 

44 The prize his triumph with his country’s charms,’*' 
Pleas’d wifdom’s goddefs caught the founds of guile j 
And thus refponfive lends a confcious fmile. 

44 Nor me inftrflCHon guides in ambulh’d field 
44 Of fofter love thefe urchin-arms to wield \ 

<4 Unknown th’intrancing mufic! thine the way 
44 Gracious to lead ! Minerva’s to obey ! 

44 Thy'ftrain of eloquence the goddefs greet!” 
—They rufli contending to the Cyprian feat % 
Rear'd by the feet-impeded bridegroom’s hands, 
When Jove aflenting weav’d the nuptial bands. 

B 2 Beneath. 

• » 
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Beneath the couch’s deep recefs their place. 

Where radiant fat the queen of ev’ry grace j 
Hs on the wand'rer ille’s embofom’d plain 
Ply*d at the forge his anvil’s iron-reign, 

The toil mechanic Shap’d by dudil fire * 

' Her eharms awhile to folitude rctiie 
Prop’d on her variegated throne, the gate 
Confronting adverfe ; loofely pendent ftate. 

The lucid locks her fhoulder’s pride infold, 

Whofe polifh’d order waits the comb of gold j 
Ev , » now the ringlet’s length her care attend* \ 

She feels their prefence, and her talk fufpends; 
Hails the lov’d guejls y and vaulting from her throne 
Plac'd by her fide fhe ‘ marks them for her own:* 
Diforder’d yet collefls the trefles’ flow. 

And fweetly fmiles benevolency’s fhow *. 

u Say 

• To attempt the flighteft depreciation of Virgil’s exceU 
lenries would not only evince tbe critic too ready to under¬ 
take an invidious labor, but would like wife convift that cri¬ 
tic of a defire to facrifice bis character for fafte. The condnft 

V 4 * 

oftbefe goddefles, introduced in the tt^asfpeafcers,. may how¬ 
ever, without incurring the cenfure’above alledged, be 
prefumed the origin- of tbofe fpeeches, which pa& in the 
iEneid between the reijpetfive gods and goddefles reprefented 
as afliflants, or opponents of the Trojan caufe; tbofe fpeeches 
affimilate regatly to the prefent, and fame of them, particu¬ 
larly thofc of Venus to Jupiter, and bis anfwers# may be pro¬ 
nounced morecircuroftantially correfpondent. In the pifrure 
of thateafy reception, which Venus gives to her guefts, whofe 
flefigns the feems fo far to have fathomed from the knowledge 

of 
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« Say to my view, ye much-refpe&ed pair, 

“ What fancy tempts you, or what fonder care ? 

«« §o long your abfence, wherefore feen at laft ? 

« Not thus your vifits cheer d the moments pafs’d! 

** And well I ween fuch eminence divine”— 

9 

The bride of Jove replies, 4< The talent thine 
« To deal the jeft fevere ; too poor relief 
« For bofoms throbing with the pangs of grief! 

** On Phafis’ flood the chieftain, and his hoft 
<c Urg’d by the fleecy florje to Colchos’ coaft 
u Their bark detainj lo! o’er himfelf, o’er all 
“ The battle ftorms! we tremble for their fall! 

** For Jafon moil! for Jafon ! ftould he go 
“ Calm and undaunted to the (hades below, 

of their difpofitions, as to be convinced, that fome very in- 
terefting motive occafioned the honor of their vifit, we may 
trace the (kill of a poet, whole talent is the portraiture of 
chara&er. With a fpirit of diftioflion, and vivacity of good 
temper, (he is the fame at her toilette as fhe ought to be (to 
her own fex only, * avec permVfiion,s ? il vous plaife, mon cher 
Parilien!’) in the mingled converge of the more enlarged 
w rid of deities. A fimplicity of appearance previous to the 
adjuftment of her drefs, with a ready adjuftment of that ar¬ 
ticle, fo as to prevent any nnneeeflary delay to her vifitants, 
may plead in favor of th$t courtefy of manners, which un¬ 
fortunately for heathen propriety is not always experienced 
in the delineations of this deity, whofe fituation varies with 

the various ideas of every poet, according to his peculiar pre¬ 
judices, and prepoffeflions. In Apollonius (he is a goddefs, 
an Ovid (he is a ———. The double chara&er of Minerva is 
reconciled from the ancient temper, the martial ardor of 
which infer’d wifdom to be poflt-fied in a fuperior degree, 
where more warlike abilities were exerted. 

B3 


“ His 
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46 His daring errand from thy chains, dh! grave, 
cc Ambition’s fiend Ixion’s felf to fave, 
cc If Aich my vengeful pow’rs, thy ghaftly fneer, 
c< Pelias, ihonld know the hour of danger near ; 

45 Thou king, thou monfter, by whofe atheift- 

<c pride 

<c To Juno due the folemn rites deny’d ! 

<s Jafon of old my fondnefs’ happier claim, 

* 

46 His the flvjh'd triumphs of the huntfman’s fame ; 
lc Where ocean’s tides_Anaurus’ ftream embrace, 
cc I tempt the lib’ral worth of human race. 

f 

cc Hoar Nature clothes th’ expanded hills in white ; 
cc Bow’d to the ftorms the promontory’s bight; 

Cs The torrents roll in thunder from the fteep; 

cc Wrap’d o 5 er his (houlders thro’ the roaring deep, 
<c Semblance of age, my form his pity bears ; 

c< Eternal honors his reward of cares: 

44 On Pelias yet in vain my hate fliall burn, 

4C If Venus’ frown deny the wifh’d return.” 

She ends; nor cuftom’d to the notes of grief 
Heav’n’s awful queen a fuppliant of relief 
Coufus’d the goddefs faw ; at once refign’d 

O * O 

The thrilling mufic of th’ ingenuous mind ! 

46 Imperial J uno, not an ill can fhed 

45 Severer anguifh on my guilty head, 

4fi Than ftern refufal of thy fuit; nor word, 

4C Nor thought, nor action to thy felf prefer’d : 

€t All, all their potv’rs my willing hands impart, 

64 Or ne’er may Venus boaft her Juno’s heart 1” 

Such 
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Such luring (Iraqi's the readier counfel charm! 

Thy ftrength we court not, or thy force of arm; 

• » » 

“ Give but thy fon Medea’s foul to fire 
“ With the keen throbs of exquifite defire! 

“ Jafon her figh !-—oh! once, thou lovely maid, 

“ In Jafon’s caufe thy witching wiles difplay’d 
u (For many a wile is thine!) the golden prize 
“ Shall fpread triumphant, to Iolcos’ Ikies!” 

She fpake ! compos’d the goddefs both addrefs’d j 
“ Oh ! thou with pow’r, and thou with wifdom 
“ blefs’d, 

“ The boy’s obedience may your wifhes crown; 

a Nor your’s his froward infolence of frown , 
When feen, rever’d *, he ne’er to Venus bends* 

" The parent fpurnwg with the Jex contends. 

u Once my refolve, his mifchief urg'd the blow, 

“ His darts fell whizzing, and his twanging bow 
<c To break I—his voice (for ill he brook’d th* 
“ offence!) 

tc Wak’d the warm threat, if mine the bold pretence 
Of vengeance, when arous’d his flumb’ring flame, 
“ Not his, but mine, and mine alone the blame 
Softly they fmilc, and each the other gaze! 

She well-affeSed fadnefs thus difplays. 

Ah! why another’s }eft my forrow’s ftream ? * 

* { I prate not to the world aifli&ion’s theme; 
cc Enough myfelf I feel j yet*—fuch your will, 

A 

For you (hall yet be try’d a mother’s (kill \ 

B 4 “ The 
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<c The mother flatters, nor the ion denies [ St 
Bounteous Ihe ends ! admiring Juno’s eyes, 

Fond as Ihe grafps her gently yielding hand, 
Sparkled affe&ion’s beam ; “ Of Cyprus* land 
Thou goddefs blefs’d, thy much-availing zeal 
46 Rife, and at once fecure a Jafon’s weal! 
w No words of cenfure on the urchin pafs’d j 
“ Away, refentment! he fubmits at laft.” 

She fpake, and vaulting from her feat withdrew ; 
Minerva’s Heps her anxious courfe purfue ; 

Heavti } their returning flight, whofe winding fpace 
Wings the lov’d Venus to her Ton’s embrace. 

Him, where the flowVy fruits of Jove abound, 

* With Ida’s blooming hoy th* enquirer found ; 

• A moral author who has confirmed the exiftence of a fu¬ 
ture ftate by maay arguments of religious folidity proves it 
likewife from the prevalence of pain over pleafure in the pre* 
Tent union of our fouls and bodies. He is aflerting, that di- 
veriion, attention,and employment are entered into by us for 
the removal of previous pain, and acquaints us from Herodo¬ 
tus, § that‘the Lydians in the time of a long famine, invented 
variety of diverfions, afterwards ufed by the Grecians, to be¬ 
guile the fenfe of hunger/ This pafiage may ferve not only to 
evince the truth of our philofopher's remark, but may likewife 
guide us to the original motives which induced the Greeks to 
invent, or adopt their inferior paftimes, as from the genius 
of their religious enthufiafm may be deduced the inftitution 
of the more heroic ones, dignified with the title of games. 

Baxter's Eftimate of Pleafuresand Pains* 

% 

§ Eg&fsSnTXi rm tztrxi ul 7warfzy&xv, xal rn; 

Herod- lib. 2 . 

(The 
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(The fire of gods in fair Olympus’ reign 
Had wrap’d his beauties with th’ immortal train. 
Struck with his matchlefs charms) as brothers ftray 
The fond afTociates in their f golden play. 

f Tbefe dice of gold, which conftiluted the amufement of 
our infant gamblers were by the Greeks termed * the 

fpots on them may be fuppofed the production of that metal, 
rather than the dice, as the name itfelf implies their being,*' 
as it were, * ftudded with ftar?.’ This little hiftory may not 
improbably have given rife to the employment of dice in Gre¬ 
cian divinations* 4 They call,' fays Dr. Potter, «the lots' 
intd a vefiel* and having made Application to the gods to 
direct them, drew them out, and according to the characters 
conjectured what fliould happen to them.’ Egyptian entbu- 
fiafm was parent of this religious play-work. See Grec. 
A.ntiq. vol. i. p. 333* 

Suidas tells us that the Septuagint verfion of the Scriptures 
interprets the hand which wrote on the wall thofe 

Hebrew characters obferved by Balthafar, while at fupper. It 
may rather perhaps be referred to the points of the Hebrew let¬ 
ters, than to the hand which wrote them ; or to the letters 
themfelves, as ftafliing upon the eyes of the affrighted king 
with a ftarry luftre. I cannot conclude this remark without 
an intimation, that the harmony of fentiinent, and poetry in 
the defcription of Venus threatening to break Cupid’s how 
and arrows, and the charming piftureof boyilh fimplicity in 
the tale of the two urchins playing at dice, with other con¬ 
comitant circumftances in thefe paflages of the original, are 
rivals of the paftoral Bion and Mofcbus in their more fa¬ 
vorite walk of compofmon. Our poet afligning to the fiery 
fpirit of power the talk of addrefling Venus, in an inftance 
where a fcheme was to be perfe&ed by artifice, inftead of al¬ 
lowing the talk to wifdom, which conflitutionally revolts from 
fuch praftices, has fubdued genius to propriety, and recon¬ 
ciled imagination to reafon* 


The 
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The wanton god upholding to his bceaft, 

Clafp’d in his hand, the fportive engines prefs’d, 
Ereci of form ; health’s vernal rofes ftreak 
The downy regions of his laughing cheek • 

While thou, the tear foft trickling from thine 

eje, 

Lameat’ft in filence fickle fortune’s die ; 

Two, thy whole'little ftock! the reft were loft ; 
Soon by the fnetring conqu’ror doubly crofs’d 
Thefe 12ft remains foon vanifti from thy view— 
Helplefs of thought the beggar’d youth withdrew ; 
Nor yet perceiv’d the vifitant he meets, 

Who eyes her Cupid, and with kiffes greets ; 

* c Why laughs my urchin ? fure fame deed of ill, 

€€ Unknown to Venus, marks thy wicked will ! 

^ Some fraud of play! for his th’ unequal art j 
—Yet—lift the mandate, which my words im- 
“ part, 

c6 Lift \ and with fpeed perform ; a mother pours. 
Obedience thine, to charm thy playful hours, 

“ The lucid glories of that whirling fphere 

M 

ci Shap’d by Adrafta’s flcill her Jove to cheer, 
cc While Ida’s cavern nurs’d the rifing boy : 
ct Not thus thy fire could form the feaft of joy, 

4C Rich 2re the polifh’d circles fraught with gold; 

“ O’er each the double bending orbs were roll'd : 

O w 

c£ Art’s twifted threads conceal’d, and, mildly bi 
c5 Around, the furface £hed a gleam of light 

u Cerulean ; 
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« Cerulean ; high in air its radiant claim 
“ A meteor, rival of the ftstrry flame*. 

<< Be 

* However the judgement of Virgil is confyicuous in his 
deicriptions, and epi/bdei familiarized to the interefts of 
his country, yet it is the province of the critic candidly to de¬ 
duce fuck paflagesas are of the imitative kind from the ge¬ 
nuine original?. The prefent may be efteemed the fource 
of a fimilar circumftance of the marvelous introduced by 
Virgil to the great perplexity of his commentators. Ail 
Engli<h critic, and valuable editor of that poet, has indeed 
explained it by a more national conftru&ion The intima¬ 
tion of Apollonius that the compofition of the fphere by the 
purfe of Jupiter was for his paftime, as a fpecies o (game, or 

fporr, may be efteemed to corroborate the propriety of the 
conclufion, that Virgil was indebted to our author for the 
portentous phenomenon, which figures in his game of the 
‘ arrow-{hooting,* 

The arrow in its flight from the hand of Aceftes king of 
Sicily, kindles, and draws a train ot light 5 the conftru&ion 
of the play-thing by the Greek for the amufement of ‘ infant 
Jupiter,’ is as fuch to be tinderftood of the marvelous kind. 
The flaming arrow in Virgil is infriiifically fo. Each pof- 
fefl’es the fpirit of heathen enthufiafm 5 each is inferred in a 
more compofed feene of heroic poetry. Apollonius has his 
gods, goddefles, and godiings (for Ganymede was a divinity 
at leaft by adoption) the principal chara&ers of his little 
drama j iEneas invokes the gods in general in his congratu¬ 
lation of the good old king on the omen of his arrow. 1 
know not, whether it may he allowed to add, that the one' 
was fet in motion by the hand of the {tripling, the other by 
that of Aceftes \ and that the Maronian Muie might inten¬ 
tionally pay a compliment to the country of Sicily, the grain¬ 
ary of the Roman world, in the pifture, which delineates the 


|| See Critical Eflays, ixm°. Eflay on the Fifth Book of 
the /Eneid- 
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thou the virgin move 

Pierc’d by th’ unerring dart to Jafpn's Jove! 

“ Hence 

hofpitality of manners, aftuatmg her inhabitants in their re¬ 
ception of the wandering Trojans- 

Whattver may be the fate of the above conje&ure, I am 
happy to refleQ, that no commentator has been roifuftd, 
and no chara&er traduced by the fubmiflion of it to fuperior 
capacities. We poffefs not an equal portion of intellects, but 
the profeJEon of a critic is at bed only half acquitted by his 
abilities as a fcholar, if be fupercilioufly revolts from the affa¬ 
bility of a Gentleman. 

As to the general tenor of the pafeges I may be permitted, 
without the appearance of affedfed partiality, to obferve, 
that the whole is a very excellent and chara&eriftic * petite 
piece i* the genuine fimpHcity of Apollonius. Nature rarely 
appears to more advantage, than in her humble walk of in¬ 
fant-innocence, ftreaked with the fmsller /pecks of imperfec¬ 
tion from thofe rifing paflions, which /he has berfelf implant¬ 
ed. The winner is wanton in his triumph, the lefer is de- 

graded by his depreflion. Would, that the raaturer child of 
manhood were equally guiltlefs in the grand purfuits of am¬ 
bition, avarice, and fame 1 When we confider Venus, as /he 
exercifes the arts of cajolement on the one hand, and gives 
way to the endearments of the parent on the other, we can¬ 
not but edeem the latter ‘ neceffarily interwoven * in her prin¬ 
ciples : and that they are confidently contrafted by the poet 

with the unreferved frankne/s cf her hoy, (lily affiduous to 
proceed upon his beloved occupation of railchief. Other in* 
termediate beauties abound, and will repay the curiofity of exr 
nation ; it may be aimed needlels to intimate tbe throw of 
the dice, colte&ed together by Cupid, into his mother’s lap, 
as anearneft of bis readinefs to acquiefce in her injunctions. 
There is moreover an dtgance of poetical defeription in Cu¬ 
pid's flight from Olympus, from which the knowledge of the 
Greeks in the time of tbe Argonautic expedition (if not ex¬ 
tended to the days of Apollonius) with refptft to aftrononii- 

cal 


“ Be this my gift! ob! 
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t« Hence, of delay impatient ! Venus’ grace 
« Shall ne’er revifit elfe her Cupid’s face.” 

The goddefs fpake, a willing ear he bends j 
Each frolic paftime of the boy fufpends ; 

With either hand’s continued force he prefs*<L 
And fondly wav’d her variegated veft; 

And fu’d her inftant boon ; no more to awe 
The mother frown'd ; her looks affe&ion draw; 

At once embracing with a fmile (he cries, 
u Thou dear, dear objeft of thefe longing eyes, 

«« By thee, and by myfelf I fwear to yield 
« The proffer’d gift, nor mine deception’s fhield ; 

« Urge to Medea’s heart the arrow’s fway !”— 
Collecting ftrait, the golden fource of play 
Minutely number'd in her lap he throws, 

The radiant lap a mother’s love beftows. 

Loofe to the tree the quiver’s pride inclin’d 
The charms of folid gold encircling bind; 

He grafps the binding bow, he flies, where lead 

Th’etherial paths to Jove’s prolific mead ; 

Wide thro’ Olympus’ gates his pinion fweeps; 
Degrading thence precipitate the fteeps. 

Each pole extends its world-commanding head, 
Where, utmofl earth, thy boundlefs mountains fpread, 

cal attention may be concluded to have been very confined. 
Had fuch knowledge boafted a fupe ior enlargement, fureiy 
Apollonius would not (from his veneration for the hopor of 
Greece) have limited his ideas to the bare mention of the 
poles l 


Burft 
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Burft o’er wbofe ample brow the folar ray 
His orient blufties yields, and wakes the day. 

Far, far beneath, fields prodigal of good. 

Cities, and windings of the facred flood. 

The proud-afpiring hill, the roaring main, 

From fiirvey’d, their all-furrounding reign—* 
Meanwhile each warrior by his flumb’rihg oar, 

In ambufh l'eated on the marfliy fhore, 

The converfe hails; his form the chieftain rears \ 

The reft in quiet lean their willing ears, 

In order rang’d \ “ Be Jafon’s talk to roll, 

Heroes, and friends, the didates of his foul ! 

4C The comment yours, whofe wills decifion’s end ! 
“ One aweful caufe unites th’ embattled friend ! 

44 One folemn right to fpeak the patriot’s zeal j 
“ Silence is treafon to the public weal ! 

4C This, this alone the bar to our return ; 

ct Arm'd as ye are, no fond impatience burn ! 

44 With Phrixus’ fons at once my footfteps roam, 

44 And two th’ aflociates, to iEetes’ dome ; 

4C My hopes to learn, by Toothing notes of peace, 

44 If mild of will he yield the radiant fleece \ 

44 Or ftern of ire, and confident of force 
44 With haughty frown he dare our ftranger courfe ! 
44 Thus, from himfelf wbate’er the fell defign, 

“ To arms we fummon, or the fight decline $ 

44 ’Gainft hoflil arts the fager council greet, 

44 And weigh, where prudence plans the mode to 

“treaty 44 Ere 
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« Ere.foftnefs fail, ^txs rafhnefs wakes to might, 
«' Nor Juftice fpoils the monarch of his right; 

Better to lure the'friend than brave the foe] 
«'Ofr, milky eloquence, thy gen’rous flow 
<c Beyond the tempeft of the battle’s din 
ii Gains peace without, and fmiies content within 
“ His foft’ring dome a guiltlefs Phrixus (hares ; 
u A father’s worfhip, and a mother's fnares 
« * Urge the fell vengeance-; fcarce the pride of ma 

Unav/d an hofpitable Jove would fcati.”-^* 

The warrior ends; the youths admiring view, 

A Jafon’s will unanimous purfue ; 

His voice infpires! thy offspring, Phrixus, rife. 
Nor Telamon, thy arm, nor, thine, denies 



? 


Its force, Augeas, while in bright difplay 
Himfelf the fceptre wields of Hermes’ fway. 


• From the flight of Phrixus on account of the facrifices 
offered by his father we may underftand, that Phrixus re¬ 
verenced the gods of his native country, and his father the 
animals and inanimate objetfs of Egyptian adoration. Wc 
may recolle# that the Argonauts are now in the latter coun¬ 
try, thtir veflei lying in the river Phafis. GunXa literally means 
firlt fruits offered in facrifice, Probably the father of Phrixus 
had deviated from the worlhip of the deities eftabiiihed in 
Greece, at the ‘mitigation of his fecond wife. Every crimi¬ 
nality of principal characters di feu fled by the Gretk. poets is 
reprefented to flow from religious, or rather irreligious per- 
verfions; and their anions are tfigmatized as perpetrated in 

defiance of heaven ; difeord between father and Ion is ufualiy 
pictured to have arifen from the artifices of a flcp-mother. 

Swift 
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Swift through the wat’ry reeds their fteps they bore, 
Deferted Argo yields them to the fljore $ 

At once they climb the mountain’s circling bound, 
Boaft of its Circe’s name ; wide fcatter’d round. 

As lavifh nature bids, in wilder rows 
'Where many a fhrub and many a willow grows *. 

Fix’d on whofe tops, a melancholy train 
The dead depending draw their length of chain; 

Ev’n to this hour the Colchian rites prevail 
To burn the corfe of every breathlefs male $ 

Nor one inhum’d (feverer doom!) may prove 
The votive monument of kindred love : 

From cities far, and wrap’d with oxen hide, 

% 

Hang all the poor remains of manhood’s pride. 

Nor air alone enjoys the work of death, 

m 

Earth boafts her turn to feoff at human breath ; 

* * TjfoftaXa in the original denotes the more fcanty fubftance 
of the plant deferibed ; it is ufuaily rendered ‘ mirica, taraa- 

ride.* Of this tree there are, fays the elaborate Miller, 4 two 
fpecies, the firft with flowers, having five ftamina j’ the fe- 

cond ‘ with flowers of ten ftamina.* The firft grows natural¬ 
ly in the fouth of France, in Spain, and Iraly $* in England 
it grows not to the hight obfervable in that of the former 
'places. The 4 fecond fort grows naturally in Germany; in 

moift land/ as the other feems to delight in warmth. The 
latter is 4 rather a (hrub than a tree,’ and I take it to be the 

fkme with the * This plant/ fays Dr. Martin of 

the tamarifle, was firft brought into England in queen Eliza¬ 
beth's time by archbifhop-Grindall,' as a forereign remedy for 
the fplecr., according to Camden.* Virg. Eel. iv. 


She 
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Shi clafps the clay-cold female in her arms: 

So chequer’d rule the law’s imperious charms f ! 

Prudent 

f Though the Greeks borrowed many religious ufages from 
the Egyptians, yet imiances abound in Apollonius, wherein 
they Teem to diftinguith others of Egyptian growth (inten¬ 
tionally) from their own j and the prefent very whimfieal 
practices with refpeft to the dcceafed, according to the differ¬ 
ent fexes, meet no parallel in Grecian ceremonies. ‘ The 

dead,’ (fays Dr. Potter, Grec. Antiq. vol. ii. p. 161.) 1 were 
ever held facred, and inviolable even among the mod bar¬ 
barous nations.’ But furely to wrap them up (I mean tho 
men) in hides of oxen, and hang them upon trees may be 
efteemed a ftrange proof of veneration, l^everthelefs asfucH 
it was deOgned $ a mere preparatory to the worfhip of the 
dead, to which the earlier idolaters were addi&ed. The 

circumftance of wraping them up in the rude manner above 
mentioned may be looked upon as the origin of mum- 

myfliip } which argues greater refinement of manners, from 
the liberal ufe of fweet-feented fpices and other methods to 
the prefervation of the body from putrefaction. By the cuf- 
tom of burning the corpfe, which I prefume to have been 
eftablilhed on account of the neceflary unvvholfomenefs occa- 
fioned by a long courfe of fuffenJion 9 we are farther induced 

to regard the ceremony of hanging them up in a religious 
light j for every thing relating to fire was facred. As to the 
treatment of their ladies after death, it was as to their in¬ 
humation reconcileable with the funeral rites of the mo ft ci¬ 
vilized nations. Whether this arofe from the higher efti- 
mation, in which men were held amongftthefe idolaters, as it 
has been ufual with all, above the female fex $ and an opinion 
was thence adopted that men, as more peculiarly ferviceable 
to the general interefts of the ftate during life, were therefore 

entitled to worfhip itfelf after death: from whatever fource 
the ceremony was derived, a diftin&ion was evidently meant - 
but we muft refteft, that in procefs of civilization (for the 
age in which thefe f uneral vagaries are delineated, was 

Vol. 11 . C festive 
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Prudent of counfel mighty Juno fhrowds 

The city’s grandeur in a veil of clouds. 

Shield of the warriors from the gaping throng j 
While to the palace- gates they ftalk along. 

' Soon as their vifit bails the lordly tow’rs 
On day’s broad beam no tnifty darknefs low’rs; 
Clos’d mid the Veftibule r s refulgent blaze 

Th* embattled ramparts fire them as they gaze • 

Th’expanded portals, and the column’d glow 
Swell o’er the dome their nice-proportin’d fliow. 
Above, the parapet in pride of ftone 
To brazen capitals adapted fhone. 

Silent, and flow the brazen thre{hold pafs’d. 
Around, where vines their branching foliage caft 
Flaunting luxuriant to the fun their hight. 
Beneath, four living fountains of delight 
Op’d by Hephacftus’ ftroke, while this refigns 
Rich floods of milk, and that of gen’rous wines ^ 
Th next foft oil of fweetly-fcented grace ; 

The fourth its filver-gleaming waters trace \ 

And this the fi&zi-Jlars inclufter’d greet, 

Ere parting from the night, with genial heat. 
When clad, in orient fmiles ; the cryftal chill 
Burft thro’ the rock down dafhes from the hill. 

fe&ive in that point) the Egyptian mode of conduft towards 
their dead varied confiderably by the ere&ion of buildings in 
which they were departed jtho’ ftifl qbvyt ground . 

Wond’rous 
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Wond’rous the God, whofe wond’roua toils impart 

Jo Colchos' dome the magic works of art f 

His were the brazen footed hulls ! the claim 

Of brazen mouths, that heave the vohtm’d flame l 

Fix’d to the Jbar* y of adamant difplay’d 

Thq ftuhborn plough’s compared ftrength he made>‘ 

Gift to the fire of day, whofe courfers bore 

His weary*d limhs from Pblegra’a bloody fliorc** 

The central hall, majeftic to behold! 

Its fpace the. many-polilh’d doors, infold j 
There fimiles the ftately couch from fide to fide 
Wrap’d by the portico’s incircling pride 
Oblique of view the tow’rs fublimdy fpread ;. 

This, without rival rears th expanded head;, 

* The representation of Vulcan's labor in the formation of 
the bulls with the feet of brafs evinces the whole fable to have 
been buify magical operations of Egyptian giqwth •, and 
the beads themfelves to have been inanimate fymbols of the 
difficulties occafioned • to Jafon by the repeated oppofitions of 
^Setes ta the peaceful overtures of the former for the fleece of 
gold 5 an image, it may feem, of husbandry in the article of 
tending, and. rearing (heep, as the plough-fhare and its con¬ 
comitant circumflapces may be concluded to typify agricul¬ 
ture, In a more general view the Grecians mud be under* 
dood to have propos'd a fettlement at Colchos j which iBetes 
at firft might encourage, and fecretly (for the diftinguifhed 
part of his chara&er is treachery itfelf) urged hi6 people to 
obftruft their improvements in the pofleffions, afligned to them 
by the fovereign. The flight of Medea with Jafon may be 
laftly alledged as a figure of the fame intercourfe between the 
two kingdoms of Greece and Colchos*. The wars of the r Ti- 
tanians, and their defeat at Phlegra we may obferve from the 
text to have happened before this period. 

C 2 Reft 
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Reft to the monarch, and his bride of love ; 

This the brave offspring $ flumb’ring moments prove, 
Whofe birth on Caucafus’ intrancing brow 
Crown’d with the + virgin-blifs a father’s vow, 

. E’er fair Idyia yields her nuptial charms, 

By Tethys’ raptures crown’d with Ocean’s arms, 

A Phaeton proclaim’d thro’ Colchos* land $ 

His form rich beaming o’er the youthful band f: 
The reft in order rang’d the maidens fhare,—* 

Bleft with the converfe of the * princely fair 
Through many a chamber’s round with anxious 

thought 

Medea’s loot her beauteous ff/ter. fought)'* 

For Jbe , whofe cuftom’d ftepsthe country roam. 

By heav’n’s dread Emprefs now confin’d at home 
For many a day to Hecat’s awful reign 
Wait’d the dark rites, lov’d prieftefs of her fane. 

- . • I r 

" • • - i 

. - - • > 

- f The maiden was Afterodxa, who brought Abfyrtus to 
iEetes. 

J Our Ichool hours have informed us that Phaeton was fon 
of Apollo# As to the wife of iEetes Idyia, flie is termed 
(prig ver. 044) vaivs\m-ni 9 oryoungeft daughter of Oceanus 
and Tethys. I believe the application of this epithet to a 
youngeft fon, or daughter, to be properly refolved into the 
more defencelefs ftate of fucb, and in conference into 
the greater neceffity of proteftion from every other member of 
the family, of which he or the was a portion# 

• Cbalciope,and Medea, daughters'of iEetes. 


She 
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She flops, (he (hrieks the warrior hoft to fpy j 
Thou know’ll, Chalciope, a lifter’s cry. 

% 

Each diftaff drop’d, th* attendants quit the loom ; 
All, all are fled impatient from the room ! 

§ She, the fond mother, views each filial hoy, 

Her hands (he rears, and gives a loofe to joy; 

They in the wrap’d embrace the parent clofe. 

Who thus in murmurs pours the ftream of woes, 

4 Yet not again, my fons, thefe tears deplore 
4 Your cruel exile from a native (bore ! 

■ 

4 Fate has yourcourfe with-held j a mother’s peace 
4 How dear a forfeit for the pray’rs of Greece! 

‘ Sure fomedifaftrous ill arous’d the Are, 

4 That urg’d your fiigbt % the mandate of a fire! 

* Sad mandate falt’ring on the bed of death, 

4 Whofe found was anguifli to my future breath! 

* Say, who Orchomenus ? that vaunted king, 

4 Charm’d by whofe city thus your widles fpringf 
c Thy flores, proud Athamas, a poor relief, 

1 Your widow’d mother left a prey to grief!’’ 

She fpake ! the monarch (talks ereft to view \ 

The queen’s ferener fteps her lord purfue, 

Balm of a daughter’s pain j the dome along, 

Sound the rude tumults of the cumbrous throng, 
O’er the huge bull the vaffal toils difplay’d, 

Or cleft the widow’d honors of the (hade; 

§ Chalciope on the fight of her two fons. 

C 3 §ome 
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Some to the baths a genial warmth impart; 

All fix’d to ferve the fov’reign of their heart! 

% 

The wanton God fteals unperceiv’d his flight 
Through the dun tnift of air j bis frolic might, 
That infeffs rage, pejl of the lowing mead. 

By Ibepherds call’d the gad-fly fretful breed. 
The tough eugb bent beneath the pillar’s round, 
He calls the dart yet guiklefs of a wound. 

Bright fource of many a pang ; on wings of air 
He {hoots the tbrelhold with a traitor’s care; 

* Keen glanc’d the leering orbit ofliis eye, 

The little urchin gives the {haft to fly ; 

Veil’d by the chieftain’s godlike form he flood. 

Fix’d to the central bow the miflil wood, 

Twang’d from each arm diftended—foft control, 

A thriJIi/ig languor palls Medea's foul . 

Forth from the (ky-roofM tow’rs the God retreats, 

JMkant his fmile of mifehief o’er the feats. 

Deep in her breaft {he feels the arrowy flow. 

Its venom rankling as the furnac’d glow : 
Soft-melting to the theme of rapture move 

* 

Her eyes that glance the varying looks of love. 

Her bread’s refiftlefs wifli with Jafon fraught 
She pants in pleafing laffitude of thought. 

O’er Jafon’s form the fond ideas ftray; 

Diffolv’d in fweeteft pangs (he dies away. 


# And roll the lucid orbit of an eye. 

Dr, Young’s Love of Fame. 

As 
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As when the houfewife, in her humble fhed. 

Wide ’mid the flames the tender branches fpread, 
Her watchful care the labor of the loom. 

Her hearth the comfort of the midnight gloom. 
At once whofe eyes the kindling embers mark 
The fiery volumes ftreaming from a fpark. 

Till the whole mafs a fcene of afhes lies— 

Thus ambufh’d love th’entrancing ruin plies 
In friendly femblance, while each floating cheek 
Chill palenefs ices, or warm blufhes ftreak ; 

Such anguilh fills her foul! with plenty ftor’d 
Th’ affiduous vaflai tends the feftal board ; 

Cheer’d \>y the genial baths the mingled train 

Indulge the viands, and the goblet drain : 

When calm A£etes on his kinfmen finiftf, 

And all the grandfire owns each warrior-child. 

“ Sprung from lov’d Phrixus, and my daughter's arms 

41 Whom far o’er other guefts my country’s charms 

u Were ever op’d to welcome, /peak the caufe, 

“ Whofe will your eager ftep to JE a draws ? 

“ Sav’d as ye are, what evil’s wond’rous force 
ic From ocean’s mid*way furge averts your courfe? 

“ Not thus inftrudted by my nod ye trace 
il The voyage thro’ the waves of boundlefs /pace, 

“ Such well I knew, wing’d by the car of light, 

“ Wing’d with my After in etherial flight 
“ We crofs’dHefpena , splains,our journey ingRound, 
‘ M The nearer limits of Etrufcan ground : 

C 4 « Still, 
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* { Still, happy realms, my Circe’s fmile you fee, 
Full many a path from Colchos, and from me. 
cc But why the charm of words ? at once reveal 
44 Each fcene of fuff’ring, nor a pang conceal, 

44 Yon guefts affociate to our palace bent, 

44 And when our coaft allur’d your fond defcent?” 
Thus queftion’d, foremoft of the filial line 
(For Jafon’s bark wh3t anxious cares were thine!) 
Thou *gen’rous youth, ftep’ft confcious of thy birth, 
And calmly fpeak’ft, 44 To Colchos* foft’rmg earth 
4t We came, dread monarch, for the whirlwind’s 
44 ftroke 

44 Rulh’d o’er our (hip, and writh’d the folid oak; 
44 The wreck w^grafp, till plung’d upon theflrand 

44 We tread the borders of th’ embattled land, 

44 Night bluTS creation’s face, from horror’s wave 

44 Some pow’r defcends the wretched few to five! 

44 Nor our’s th’ offence, expel’d the feather’d hoft, 
46 Whofe haunts avow’d the folitary coaft, 

44 Sacred to Mayors* fway! thefe, thefe alone, 

44 Scarce to the Ihore refign’d, the conqueft own ! 

, 44 Soft pity theirs to footh affli&ion’s ftate! 

44 *Twas Jove infpir’d them, or prote&ive Fate ! 

46 Yes ! they at once bellow’d with liberal breaft 
44 The food of comfort, and the (heit’ring veil ! 

44 The tale we found of Phrixus’ honor’d name, 

44 And thine recorded in the rolls of fame! 


• Argus, fan of Phrixus, 


44 Ev’n 
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44 Ev’n now, behold, they greet thy facred walls \ 

44 From me attend, what deftin’d motive calls! 

♦ 

44 Behold the man a wilder*d fov’reign drove, 

44 Far from poffeflion’s rights, his country’s love, 

44 Far banifh’d!—in his veins too purely runs 
tf The blood, that marks him ’mid th’iEolian fons, 
u And hither k nt! Refufal, thou wert vain ! 

44 Inexorable Jove, thy angry (train, 

44 Thy death-announcing frown ! the crime bemoan’d 
44 Inexpiate (till, a Phrixus unatonM: 

44 Thy toils, iEolian, never doom’d to ceafe, 

44 Till Grecian climes enjoy the facred fleece. 

44 Minerva {hap’d the bark!—-not fuch to view 
44 The feeble Jiruflures of a Colcbian crew* j 

44 Of the/e our /ot the word !—deftrudion round 

u Heaves in \be mountain-furge, the blaft’s deep 

“ found ) 

% A peculiar artifice is obfervable in the reference of the Col- 
chian fpeaker to the monarch; he intimates the great inferi¬ 
ority of the naval etlabliihment of his own country to the fpe- 
cimen of that communicated by Greece in the Argo; from the 
fpecimen a Colchian might therefore be induced to conclude 
the fuperiority of Greece as to her navy in general The rea- 
fon why Argus cenfures the particular veflels in which him- 
felf and his comrades fet out from Colchos may feem to arife 
from a defire to reprefent the extraordinary difficulties which 
had occafioned the fpeedy return of himfeif, and his brothers 
to Colchos; a cenfure fufficiently in the Spirit of Grecian 
emhufiafm confirmed by the wreck of the veflel, and fuftkient 
in a proportionate degree to confirm the genuine divinity of the 

Argo, which had been prefer ved inviolate from the temped. 

% 

“ 0 / 
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c< Of firm-compa&ed joints, lo! Argo f s form 
ec Defies each terror of th’ increafing ftorm ; 

tc Safe when with winds the flruggling canvas 
<e roars, 

4e As when tough labor bends th* inceffant oars, 
xX Each fairefl flow’r, which Grecian empires rear, 
<c Blooms at Petes’ throne, and triumphs here, 

<c Here beams the chief, who cities, empires pafs’d, 
Springs to thy arms ; and claims the prize at laft \ 
16 His own thy fovVeign will! no fell delight 
<c With thee, ^etes, to difpute the fight ! 

<c His wifh, oh! king, thy bounties to repay ; 

* c Myfelf have told him that the menac’d fway 

cc Of yon* Sauromate provokes renown; 

ec His arm aflerts the honors of thy crown ! 
cc Their name their lineage would Aietes know, 

€i Myfelf their titles, and their race will fhow. 
ct Lo ! this the man, who wakes his country’s pride, 
** Great Aifon’s fon to Cretheus’ fame ally’d ! 
c< If thus (and fuch his boaft !) from Cretheus 

cc 

The kinfman of a fire adorns my tongue, 
tc Cretheus, and Athamas, th* iEolian joy, 

%f My fire, great Athamas, thy filial boy ! 

“ If Phoebus’ child await iEetes’ care, 

• 6 Augeas* virtues well a fmile roay fhare, 
le And Hisy old Aiacus, thy parent love, 

€i Illuftrious offspring of eternal Jove ; 
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“ Th’ aflociates all, who toil in glory’s line, 

* 

« Or Tons, or grandfons of the pow’rs divine \ * ** 
Thus Phrixus’ fon ! impatient of control 
Flam’d the full vengeance of /Eetes 5 foul \ 

Chief on thy boys, Chalciope, the crew, 

9 

Sufpicion fpeaks, their trait’rous prefence drew ; 
UngovernM rage wild-flafhes from his eyes, 

“ Not hence }" in thunder of revenge he cries, 

“ Not inftant vanish’d from iEetes* reign ? 

“ Hence with your fraudful fmiles, flagitious train! 
“ Not one, thy + tomb, lov’d Phrixus, (hall behold, 
“ Or mark the facred fleece of fatal gold ! 

** Nor here, for thefe, affociate hofts ye fpring; 

A fceptre tempts you, and your aim a king. 

• This fpeech judicioufiy placed in the mouth of Argus by 
Apolloniusto footh the violent (pint of Metes is as judicioufc 
\y reprefented by the poet to be attended with a contrary ef¬ 
fect They who themfelves abound with treachery entertain 
ftrong fufpicions of the fame quality in others; add, that the 
fudden return of the four brothers was fufficient foundation 
for the refentment of -®etes aggravated by the intimation 
concerning the Sauromat?e ; againft whom it might appear a 
degrading refle&ion, that he found the neceflity of afliftance. 

A 

f The vevfion of Hoelzlinus, and of Oxford read ( before 
any one faw the fleece, and Phrixus which mud intimate his 
tomb lituated in a part adjoining to that, where the fleece was 
depofited. The fpeech of /Eftes in anfwer to that of Jafon, 
immediately enfuing, evinces the monarch to have favored of 
an atheiftical difpofition. 


“ Had 
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ct Had not my welcome board receiv’d the gueft, 

44 Your hands my fury, and your tongues fliould 
44 wreft; 

44 Your feet untouch’d, to fpeed your parting courfe, 
44 Thus lhould a fov’reign cheek your daring force; 
4< Whoje accents, FaJfehood, candor’s fouJ pretence ! 

<c Difgrace to manhood, to the Gods offence !*’ 

T1 tus rolls the difcord of a troubled mind ! 

_ _ 4 

Thy offspring, ALacus, to pride refign’d 

Each feft’ring thought! the yearning beroe glows 

To triumph in bis ear the menac’d woes : 

When Jafon calm advanc’d^ and thus began ! 

44 Be thine, oh ! king, with template phrafe to fcan 

44 The guiltlefs bark ! ’tis Jafon’s mighty caufe ! 

44 Thou deem’ft, ungen’rous, that imperious laws 
44 Of throbing ardor urge to JEa’s tow’rs, 

44 Andtbefe proud palace walls, the Grecian pow’rs! 
44 Yet who fo mad for others’ wealth to keep 
44 Tbeir long, long voyage o’er the tracklefs deep ? 
44 A God, a God commands ! and, prone to ill, 

44 A ruthlefs monarch’s unrelenting will, 

O 

44 Yet fmile, propitious! to my native air 
44 So fhall my voice Petes’ glory bear ; 
c4 Ev’n now prepar’d our hoft embattled meet 
44 To bend each hoftil fquadron at thy feet, 

ci Fit recompence of grace ! while pour’d along 9 

44 Yon fcowling daftards, or whoe’er the throng 


44 Thy 
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M Thy fcepter’d arm would crufli \ 9 ’ The ftrains 
fubfide, 

Whofe tnufic footh’d to peace ! the varying tide 
Heaves in the Colchian’s tempeft-beaten heart; 

Whether deep vengeance unrefervM to dart, 

* 

Or prove the ftrength that braves the iron-field; 

* 

Revolving thoughts infidious counfel yield. 

And thus the monarch ; 41 Stranger, what avail 
“ The lengthened periods of the folemn tale * ? 

“ Celeftial lineage if thy vaunted claim, 
u In worth congenial with jEetes* fame* 

“ If for our alien (lore ambition figh, 

1 

“ The fleece my counfel wills not to deny ; 
u Take it ? but firft be gen’rous might confefs’d ! 

u jEetes ever lov’d the warrior-bread 5 
“ Such, fuch his heroes point their prince of Greece: 

“ Force, perfevering force demands the fleece : 

% 

€t Hard is the tafk, for perils hover round 
“ —-No morel—where Mavors rules the votive 

44 ground, 

u Two bulls with hoofs of brafs the herbage tread, 
41 The fiery volumes from their noftrils fpread. 

44 I bind them to the yoke! the virgin foil 
44 Opes her fourth acre to th’ unyielding toil j 

* There is great artifice in the exordium of this fpeech, 
which continues to its dole* An arrempt is made to frighten 
the chieftain from the conteii, at the fame time that it is pro* 
pofed for his deftruftion. 


« The 
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<e The flrnj plough’s rich extreme ; no genial grain, 
<c Ceres’ beft boon, adorns the furrow’d plain ; 

46 Fell feed! the ferpent-tooth's envenom'd charms; 

u The harveft ripens! y tis an hoft of arms [ 

u Each fingled champion in his angry mood 
€c Falls to the fpcar that gluts my thirft of blood, 

* 6 Wak’d by the dawn I yoke the mobfter-beaft, 
cc Jle’er dll the ftar of eve my labor ceas’d ! 

<c This talk perform ! iEetes’ might difpla y; 

€c And to thy fovVeign wing the prize away. 

** My law thou bear’ll!—.’tis pafs’d! the heroe’s 

€< plan 

fC Was never made to bend to coward man!” 
Sneering he ends! the chief of heav’nly birth 

Sat fpeechlefs ; fix’d his leaden eye to earth 

Befet with ills, yet anxious to refolve* 

On this, on that his floating thought* revolve j . 
Ev’n valor falters, when ’tis death to dare ! 
•—-Collected thus he * fmooths the brow of care*, 


• Kt£*Xtu?a in the original verfe is derived by the Lexicons 
, from profit, or advantage, and is placed in the verfions 
for artifice, or cunning. So faith felf-jntereft! perhaps* we 
may deduce it from ***? the heart, and clear* or perfpw 
cuous; and render it by oar expreffive pbrafe * prefence of 
mind.* Poflibly inftead of fux#? we may read &*xe?, a fire¬ 
brand. The mind of Jafon, as it may be concluded from his 
fpeecb, was evidently in a flame of anxiety, however the poet 
throws, as a fuirable facrifice to the decorum of his character, 

a portion of fereoity into his appearance on his opening of 
the fpeech. The epithet attributed to iEneas by the Maroni- 

an pen ?*as ff plus,’ the charadleriftic one of Jafon ii * modeftus.' 

“ Thy 
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h Thy vengeance, monarch, frowns on eyrj fife} 
“ Tho’ urg’d with horrors be the battle try’d ! 
u £y’n death the doom decreed! ftem thy beheft, 

4 

« Relentlefs fate, whofe fpoil the human breaft f 
« Fate gave thefe orbs the Pelian realm to fee, 

“ A viftim I to anguifh, and to thee \” 

Thus fpake the foul dillrefs’d ! thy fa y age flow 
Of voice* iEetes, fills the fceoe of woe. 

« Go to thy hoft ! they wifh thee! thy delight 

« The din of tumult, and the toils of fight ! 

% 

« To roufe the bellowing monfter from his deep. 

“ To fow, where perils muft the harveft reap, 

“ May damp thy zeal 1 be mine the gen’rous care! 
“ The truly brave alone fhould greatly dare/' 
Intrepid accents ! buffting from hia feat 

Th* impetuous chieftain, and his hoft retreat, 

Argus with folitary ftep attends j 
Firm as he pointed, the fraternal friends 
Affenting linger in Petes’ home: 

The warriors Italic indignant from the dome. 

Each fmile of beauty, each attractive grace 

Bright o’er his form, and manly in his face. 

Great Jafon flood j oh ! much-enamor’d maid 
Beneath the veil with various tints difplay^d 
Still the dear youth oblique thy looks purfue : 

There fix’d indulge the fadly-pleafing view. 

As in a dream abforb’d, a whirling maze 
She creeps, (he flies where’er her Jafon fir3ys* 

Sorrowing 
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Sorrowing the heroes wander !—from her fire 
The mother throbing with affe&ion’s fire 
Her chamber feeks, protective of her fons ; 

A lifter’s office nor Medea Ihuns. 

Such tides of anguifh in her bofom roll 

As fwell the ftorm, when love ufurps the foul. 

All, all of Jafon fills her obje<9s’ fcene. 

The flowing * veftment and the radiant mien ; 

Eafe, his deportmenr, while he ftalks, or fits, 

The dome with native raajefty he quits \ 

Perfe&ion’s theme the fond ideas fcan ; 
c Earth never bore thy like, thou more than man !’ 
Still fweetly tun’d his melting voice Ihe hears. 

The thrilling mufic dies upon her ears; 

Deep was her anguifh, left the warrior’s breath 
Sink by the monarch, or his bulls to death. 

At once Ihe fhrieks; Ihe gives him to the dead. 

Her paly cheeks the tear f of pity Ihed, 

V 

* is by Scapula inferted in his Lexicon, as a root; it is 
rather a branch from The word fajac intimates in his 

conftrufrion the exterior garment, which as influencing the 

beholder's eye by the attra&ion of its elegance may be under- 
-ftood to convey a (hiring quality. 

f 'Exes; (compaflioo) by the fame induftrious compiler is 
made a diftin& root as differently accented from Ixio; a table 
fopplied with viQuals ; but they may feem connected, when we 
refleft upoo ancient hiflory, which exhibits the primary law 
cf compaflion as an hofpitahle reception of the diftreffed be¬ 
fore whom the comforts of the table were immediately pro¬ 
duced ! a pledge of continued protection. 


Pour’d 
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Pour’d from affliflion’s channel $ filent grief, 

’Till the fobb’d accents figh a fweet relief. 

« Ah ! why, where’er I look, the fight of woe i 
“ If doom’d my Jafon to the ftades below, 

u A God in worth, or daftard in his might, 

“ Be his to perifh!—yet a wifti! —the fight 
“ Uninjur’d clofe he ; be his conqueft fung, 
u Aufpicious Goddefs, * thou from Perfeus fprung! 
“ Be his the blefiing of his native ftate ! 

“ But if his haplefs fall the voice of fate. 


• The fcholiaft of Apollonius traces the genealogy of Hecate 
from its various fources; the firft cf which deduces her from 
Jupiter Ruler of all; the fecond from Ceres, or nature, or 
rather the fruits of the earth $ magical incantations having 
been applied in more ancient times to obtain plenty after a 
fevere famine. This derivation is taken from the Orphic 
verfes, generally confefs’d to be modern compofitions. The 

next from Bacchylides pronounces, Hecate daughter of the 
night: this may be likewife placed as a modern authority, 
alluding to her refidence in the infernal regions, and indeed 
magic itfelf may be characterized as a work of darknefs. 
Speaking in a more moral fenfe 5 a remnant of its influence 
may feem to have reach’d the days of St. Paul, wbofe con- 
duB to exorcifls merits ferious reflection, as flowing from in • 

fpiration. Mufaeus, continues the fcholiaft, deduces the birth 
of Hecate from Jupiter and Afteriaj and Pherecydes, abro* 
ther fcholiaft, from Ariftseus. Apollonius Amply conftruing 
her origin from Perfeus, the mytleries of incantation are re¬ 
turned to their oftenfible fountain head, Egyptian frenzy; 
and whatever period we aflign for the prefent expedition, it ap¬ 
pears plainly from the repeated intimation of Argus to Jafon 
concerning thefe pra&ices, that the Greeks were not then fa* 
miliarized thereto. 


Vol. II, 
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** Oh ! tell him, Hecat, his Medea’s love 
Could o’er her Jafon’s death affii&ion prove V 7 
Thus horror rankles in the virgin’s breaft ! 

Far from the city’s din the warriors prefs’d, 

. The paths retracing, from the plains that lead : 

When thus the counfel’d voice of Phrixus’ feed. 

% 

cc My friendfhip flows not in the ftrain of pride; 
ct Where hard the conflict, let each art be try’d ! 
cc Oft haft thou liften’d, while my numbers tell 
tc The virgin pow’rful of each magic fpell, 

By Hecat leffon’d ; in the wond’rous ftrife 
16 Cheer’d by her fmile no terrors threat thy life 3 
<c Yet much I fear the prieftefs’ parent-will 
May damp my wifiies, and refufe her fkill; 
cc Yet hence !—for patriot duties urge my call, 

66 Toward the ruin hov’ring o’er us all!” 
Benevolent he clos’d! the chief replies, 

<c Of friends moft friendly, Jafon’s foul complies 
<c With all thy ardor fues; with prudence fraught 
€t Thy plaintive voice may lure a mother’s thought ; 
45 For thine the voice to footh!—oh ! hopelefs band, 
' Whofe foie, fad refuge is a woman’s hand !” 
No more the talk! they feek the marfhy fliade ; 
The hoft with confcious joy their chief furvey’d 
With many a fond enquiry; truths control. 

The * man of fuff’rings fpake his inmoft foul. 

“ Friends 

• TiTir.fitnu ver. 491. oriar. is in the verfion applied to 

pumOnncntj its primary meaning marks an honorable dif- 

tin&ion, 
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<c Friends of my courfe, ASetes* ev-ry care 
cc Is vengeance ; ’tis our doom his rage to (hare } 
u Yet nor myfelf the wearying period trace ; 

Nor ye, my hoft, the glory of your race. 

{C Two brazen-footed bulls his mandates yield, 

5C Sacred to Mars, their food th* embattled field, 

“ Flames from their noftrils burft ; my votive toil 
<c Four acres broke, that mark the virgin-foil j 
“ His proffer’d feeds, a ferpent’s hideous jaw, 
li His harveft earth-defcended hofts, whofe law, 

<c The din of arms, to perifh with the day : 

“ This, other wi(h remain’d not, I obey.’’ 

The heroe ends! the ftubborn combat lowers. 

So deem the hoft, too fierce for mortal pow’rs ; 

Wilder’d each heart, and filenc’d ev’ry voice, 

Their thoughts, defpondence, and no will their 
choice, 

Low each the other gazing ! Peleus’ boaft 
Thus frowns determin’d on the lift’ning holt. 

tin&ioru A jumble, it may feem, at firft, of ideas, recon- 
ciieable on the conftry&ion, that the pumfhment of a cringe 
w as the vindication of an honor to fociety. new, adopted 
fome few lines preceding as a friendly appellation may be ad¬ 
duced as an inftance of orthographical violence* The root 
is 7ri7rr», which implies cookery in general, and is thence 
transferred to the preparation of fruits in the confe&ionary 
way, and thence to the idea of fweetnefs. From this etymo¬ 
logical variety it may be concluded, that other languages are 
3 ntermixed in the compofition of the Greek, 

D 2 


This 
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C6 This the decifive hour j no counfel’s charm 
,c Commands our fafety, but the flrength of arm j 
Ci Offspring of AEfon, thy refolve avow $ 

<c Yoke, ’twas thy wilh, yon* monfters to the plough! 
cc Inviolate the faith, tbou dar’ft to plight, 

Stand unappall’d, and gird thee to the fight! 
u If droops thy foul miftruftful of its force, 
ce Nor glory wings thy unrelenting courfe, 
u If your’s, ye hoft, the dread of forfeit breath, 

16 Not Peleus madly tempts the ftroke of death,”-—. 
Thus feoff’d, Aiacides, thy feft’ring mind ! 
Ungovern’d Telamon to wrath refign’d 
Springs dauntlefs; Idas feels in ev’ry vein 
Ambition’s fling, nor ye th’ unequal plain. 

Ye fons of Tynd’rus, fly ; thou (Eneus* joy 

Standi forth ! youth’s bloom unfullicd marks the boy; 
* Scarce on his cheek the rifing down began,’ 

Ere fame had crown’d, as valor fir’d the man. 

The reft fat * daunted, not a whifper’d figh! 

To thofe, whofe fond defires the war defy, 

Thus Argus, “ This alone, my friends, remains t 

c< A mother yet may pour the healing drains! 

Ki Be your’s, ye hoft, though heaves thegen’rous fire, 
c< To hail the bark, and footh th’avenging ire f 

• The original runs zxa e^o» 1 reftrained the edge * of their 
valor. in the fame verfe a participle of the verb 

to aflimilate, implies the unanimous dejection of each heroe 

on a pro/peft of the impending conflict. 


« Awhile 
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« Awhile compos’d the peaceful talk attend ! 

“ Nor feek, profufe of pride, a baleful end ! 

“ Proud Coichos* palace holds the virgin’s fmile, 

« By Hecat taught the myft’ry's folemnwile 
« To trace the fcience of each herb that blows, 

“ Which earth, and wide-diftended main difclofe; 

« She bids the mighty-rulhing flame fubfide ; 

“ She finks the tumults of the burfting tide ; 

« Ye ftars, and thou, oh ! hallow’d moon, no more 

** Lend the calm lambent ray ; her aweful flore 
« Of ftern enchantments, as the path we prove 
<c From iEa, was our theme ; a * filler’s love, 

« Urg’d by the mother’s arts may deal the charm 
<{ Of fov’reign aid, and Hill the war’s alarm, 

" Ev’n now fubmiffive to your nod I roam, 

“ Ere clos’d the light of day, /Eetes’ dome ! 

" To try !—and profp’ring fate the trial crown 1 ” 
~The Gods indulge their omen of renown, 
f A dove by terrors of the kite opprefs’d 
Fell prone-defeending on the chieftain’s breaft, 

The 

* Ka«yyijr», in the original was the virgin (fpoken of by Ar¬ 
gus) namely Medea, daughter of ^etes, as Argus was fon 
of Phrixus, to whom Chalciope the other daughter was 
widow. So that Argus was nephew of Medea, I believe 

vteiy»tiT» to be ufually placed for a kmfwoman in a more ge¬ 
neral view, 

•J- This omen of the dove, chara£lerized from the mod an¬ 
cient periods ii innocence itfelf, is here figurative of tb e 

D pro- 
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The kitedrop’d on the deck; with Wifdom’s founds, 
Prefaging Mopfus thus the truth expounds. 

4C Mark in this omen, friends, celeftial will ! 

Far bed of meanings to the augur’s (kill ! 

' “ Thy happier heart the magic maiden fhare ; 

<c Sooth her with fofteft eloquence ofpray’r ; 
cc Her heart will ne’er refute; thy accents prove, 

<c Phineus! (for truth is thine!) the queen of love 
4C Will yield a fafe return ! her foft’ring breath 
Woo’d the dear bird, which fcap’d th’ impending 
ileath. 

cc So may each good the ventVous courfe befal, 

46 And fmile obedient to your augur’s call! 

Chief Cytherea’s fuccor claims the vow > 

The reft to Argus’ prudent zeal will bow !” 

He fpake / the lift’ning youth th’ aflent reveal'd y 
Fair mem’ry Phineus’ aweful words bad feal’d ; 

Not fo fierce Idas joins the fuppliant train j 

His voice of thunder rolls th’ indignant drain. 

Oh! witnefs, beav’n, what women ta/v difplay’d, 

u The Cyprian Goddefs who implore for aid ! 

protection indulged by the Deities to Jafon againft the 
tyranny of Aseres; the pafTage is a regular fimile, and con¬ 
veys a picture of beautiful fenfibiJity. The flight of the bird 
for fuccor into the bofom of the Argonautic chief is at once 
confident with its timidity when purfued by the kite, and 
with the liofpitable difpofltion by which Jafon, here a repre- 
fentative of the whole crew, is continually diftinguifhed 
throughout the poem. 


“ Nor 
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« Nor ours the towVing pride of war ! the fight • 
« Declin’d fubfervient to a birdling’s flight! 

“ Away! no more indulge the vig’rous toils ! 

« Your blifs to riot in a virgin’s fpoils/’ 

Frantic he clamor’d ; fullen murmurs hung 
On ev’ry breaft, and filence chain’d the tongue. 

Sternly he fat; with all a heroe’s flame 

* 

The chief arous’d thus vindicates his fame. 
ic Far from the bark, my gen’rous Argus, hafte, 

£t For fuch the counfel’d will 1 the halfers plac’d 
“ In firm connexion with the welcome ftrand, 

<c Ourfelves, as glory prompts our little band, 
u Lov’d Argo quit, why, terror’s guilty prey, 

<£ Here lurk in ambufh, nor difpute the day?”—# 
He ceas’d \ {vnft Argus to tbe city bends 
Commiffion’d, each the chieftain’s nod attends, 

Their anchors haul’d within, the ready oars 
Speed from the marfh, and wing them to the lhore$.~ 

Meanwhile the * monarch feeks in foiid iiate 

His feers, fo cuftom’d, at the palace gate j 

* A character of deceit is familiarly experienced to fall into 
its own trap, from too flattering a reliance on its gloomy 
powers. ./Eetes here takes it for granted that Jafon muft 
perifti, and is therefore at once infpired to overwhelm in ruin 
his unfufpe&ing companions j this is in the true fpirit of na¬ 
ture 1 The cunning man never fails to be cruel, and indeed 
every principle of compafiion muft be fufpended, where fuclt 
has a point to gain. Alas ! he little dreams of drawing that 
vengeance upon himfelf, which he merits from his determined 
opprellion ot others 1 

D 4 Furious 
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Furious of thought he plots the murd’rous blow, 

To Minyan bolts unutterable woe. 

Scowling he threats, when crufh’d the daring arm, 
Whofe frenzy braves the battle’s rude alarm, 

. Himfelf the well-compadted Argo’s boaft 
To fink in alhes with her fondling holt, 

Torne from yon* bights the honors of the grove, 
That thefe a felf-detefting ire may prove, 

JVbo dare beyond their pow’rs; not Phrixus ’ grief, 
Fav’rite of ASolus, the wi(h’d relief 
Had (har’d, nor pity crowned AEetes 5 plan, 

Though pious meeknefs mark’d the rev’retid man. 
To alien breafts unknown j till from the Iky 
Jove gave his faithful mefienger to fly. 

And fue th’ indulgence, ’twas my wifh to yield— 

But for thefe plund’rers of another’s field, 

Thefe * pefts of ocean, (hall the fiends return 

To their lov’d homes, e’er deathful vengeance burn ? 

Thefe 

• Are ye merchants bound to any port, (fays Neftor at 
Pylos to Teleraachus, and Mentor) or are ye pirates, who 
- roam the feas without a deftined place, and live by plunder, 
and defolation? In this lafl light Asetes. rep refen ts the Argo¬ 
nauts ; and very clearly diftinguifhes them from, or rather 

dire&lY contrafts them with merchants, and lawful traders. 

* 

The Odyfley of Homer fupplies the above quotation, and 
is adduced in proof of an idea adopted by a writer, whofe 
pen almoft at a ftroke annihilates the moft acknowledged 
events of Greece, at leaft dwindles the moft important to 
the moft pufillanimous efforts of Indian nabobs. The ancient 

defcents 
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Thefe traitors fkulking with malicious joy, 

| Who fliepherds, and their flocks alike deftroy ! 

Now 

defcents of mariners upon coafts * might have been (fays our 
author) the defcents of pirates, or private adventurers.’ He 
farther confiders piracy, as a profdfion (he might have mo¬ 
derated his partiality to the humble term occupation!) and 
a Herts what he boldly pronounce? truth, that ‘ ftrangers are 
cnrelefsly afked, whether they are traders, or pirates, * but 
his own authority the Maeonian bard is agamft him, for there 
can be no propriety in Neltor’s queftion, if piracv and fair 
trading are adjudged to be the fame ; a diftinflion between 
them is necefiarily implied. I he former an object of fufpu 
cion, the latter entitled from veneration to the laws of hof- 
pitality, to favor, and encouragement. The exaft obfervation 
of thefe laws was a main pillar of the mythological tenets. 
Inftances are not rare wherein plunder and rapine were con- 
fecrated by public authority, and bote the plauftb'e title of 
emolument to the ftates by which they were prattifed But 
they are in fuch cafes farther fan< 5 K/ied by the commands of 
the deities. The Romans applied the character of barbarifm 
to every nation but their own 5 however we mud in realoa 
compliment their conduft in the infancy of their city with 
this title, which their vanity induced them to fliifi from them- 
felves. The truth is, that the fpirit of violence wdl then alone 
fubfide, when that of civilization is exerted. Property be¬ 
comes gradually afcertained, and endures no infringement 

* Richardfon’s Diffeitat. on Pattern Languages. 

but 


f i^Eetes, no lefs than Phrixus, was of the Canaanite (hep- 
herd race. His fubje&s pofieifed this extremity of Egypt, and 
were probably too poweiful in the diffracted Hate ot Egypt to 
be invaded with fuccefs by its more ancient, and remoter in¬ 
habitants \ for whom they may feem to have miftaken the 
Greeks, 


4* 


APOLLONIUS. 


Now avarice prompts the flernly mutter’d lore • 
Phrixus, tby Tons (hall fwell th* appealing flore. 

For 

but from war. Lefs variation in the manners, and prin¬ 
ciples of nations in the cradle is difcoverable by an attentive 
examiner than is admitted on a general view deducible from 
writings, in which tbefe fubjefts are difeufled ; a circumliance 
which may lead the curious enquirer into original, or rather 
into e a rise ft: fettlements we can trace of kingdoms, to 
attribute the lefs refined ufages, and more folemn ceremonies 
of a people, newly colonized, to the efforts of their own ge¬ 
nius aftuated by their neceflities, rather than to the adop¬ 
tion of praftices which conftitute the cuftoms of others . 
This remark may be corroborated by the reflexion, that 
eaftern and weftern points by the magic touch of the fyHema¬ 
tic wand approximate with infinite facility in fubfervience to 
literary inveftigation. And here I would be urderftood to 
glance at the writer before intimated. We will allow him 
to h:nor thePerfian tongue , to the difgrace of humanity, by ca¬ 
lumnies again ft its profejfars the inhabitants of Perfia, for their 
avaricious difpofitions. We will allow him from the fame 
fource, his expreifions of bread, and fait traitor. Little oc- 
calion was there for fo wide ar. excurfion to find out a truth 
too familiarly experienced at home 1 But can we allow him 
the faerince of Grecian glory toPerfian intereft ? Or accede to 
Lis iUuilration ofFerftan merit, from indulgence of eaftern. 
# vagaries ? Surely the writer, while he hunted the languages, 

had Utile /cent for the genius of Atiatic competition ! 

Put he boMly ftrikes at Grecian records; and fuch a critic 
may invalidate all ancient biftoiy, if we include not mo - 

vim. The ivars between the two rofes in England [Scotland 

was at that time unconnected) certainly exifted, but particu¬ 
lars deliberately uttered by both parties are frequently mifre- 

pi efer. tations. Faftion upon any other idea would be a picture 
of candor. Charles Ill. was beheaded ; let republican enthu- 
fiafm trumpet the juftice of that aft in « broad noon-day \* 

The 
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For theirs with mifchief-brooding hofts the crime - 
To urge the fwift return to Colchos* clime ; 

Fell vifitants, whofe wifh (rebellious pride ! 

His fceptre wrefted, and his fame deny\l! 

Such thy dread oracle^ thou radiant fire! 

Whofe will, left many-fcheming frauds confpire, 
To mark the counfels of a kindred race. 

Full-bent to (lamp his ruin and difgrace; 

For this he fent them to Achsea’s plains 
A long, long courfe \ fo Phrixus’ rule ordains; 

Not from a daughter’s arts his confcious dread, 
Their fofter thoughts no fnare of horror fpread ; 

% 

The fate of Charles originated in the overflow of patriotic 
gall, was nurfed by divided factions, and completed by (elf- 
licenced aflaflins. The intermediate reprefentations are con- 
Aruftive, and the reader coincides, or differs, as he feels him- 
felf (not from his readings but from his political talents) to be 
difpofed* 

Our eaftern writer doubts the expedition of Xerxes, fo ce¬ 
lebrated in Grecian ftory \ it may be difagreeable to the gen¬ 
tleman to derive it from far higher authority, but (to fpeak 
» the wovft '.) its \eiy outWnes induce us, (though perhaps va¬ 
rious events of different periods maybe underftood to be con* 
tained in this pitfure of truth intermixed with fable) to credit 

the downfal of that defpotifm, which the Perfian for 
ages had ufurped. So much for the vilifier, at the fame time 

the votary of 

ton in his own province of attronomy, as fo chronology , that 
iUultrious enquirer is degraded into imperfection itfelfjfor 
the caviler, at Mr. Bryant , of farcafm without wit 5 who 
would tear up the very roots of his hypothecs, gathering the 
branches for fuel ‘ to his fire of Perfic adoration.* 


jy Item l for the calumniator of the great New- 


Not 
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Not from Abfyrtus; from thy filial line, 
Chalciope, he waits the deep defign. 

Frantic his menace, that the fubjeci crew 
Shall flavry’s undiminifli’d talks purfue 
Crufh’d by his vengeance, if the bark from fight 
'Scape with her holt, to fafety wing’d by flight. 
Wrap’d in ./Fetes’ dome a mother s care 
Attends her wilhful Argus’ fuppliant pray’r. 

To wake for Jafon’s foul Medea’s aid $ 

FrewbiJe the counfeh of the Cider maid 

Herfelf had known, but modeft fears fupprefs’d. 
The Aorm foreboding in a father s breaft $ 

Fears, left her pow’r the rigid * Fates exceed, 
Or noon’s broad glare betray the gen’rous deed. 

The lovely virgin on her couch reclin’d 
With Humber cheers each anguilh of the mind ; 
Sick as her thoughts, a vifionary (how, 
Bewild’ring float the ghaftiy forms of woe. 

She deems the ftranger wooes the ftubborn jar, 
Not that the fieecy prize infpires the war j 
Thy dome, iEetes, yields a fofter ftrife ; 

His country hails him, and herfelf his wife 
In fleep £be binds the monfters to the yoke, 

Her arms each aggravated toil provoke ; 


* The more ufual interpretation of thefe words 

refers to Medea’s fear of tranfgreffing the limits of decorum. 
But the words themfelves are applied more chara&eriftically 
of Medea's dealings in forcery, and fpells, to the Deftinies, 
who, whatever her abilities, could eife&ually control them. 

While 
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While kindled faith the promis'd boon reflraiVrf * 
The hearts no »fir anger 3 but herfelf had chain’d. 
Thence the rude conteft rends a parent’s heart; 
The ftranger ftruggling with the father’s art. 

Till the footh’d ire to mutual peace confirm; 
Herfelf, fair umpire to appeafe the ftorm. 

Her Jafon fofter’d, and her parents blam’d. 

In anguifh of revenge whofe voice exclaim’d ; 

She throbs at ev’ry nerve in icy dread. 

And wild furveys the circuit of the bed, 

With pain colledis the fad/y fainting fou/. 

When thus afflidtion’s fobbing accents roll. 

* Wretch that I am ! what horrid vifions fpring! 
“ I fhudder at the woes, thefe warriors bring; 

“ For 

* The refllefs (lumber of Medea is conveyed in the genuine 
fpirit of pathetic melancholy, her waking thoughts were en¬ 
tranced, as it were, by the fubje& in which (he had been uni¬ 
formly and deliberately fixed. Her vehement love of Jafon, 
and her confequent ardor to extricate him from his difficulties 
are preparatives well fuited to the gloomy procefs of her ma¬ 
gical operations 5 in the dream itfelf we may admire that fub- 
dued wildnefs of deviation from the original refiefiions of a 
mind agitated , with the propriety of a ioofer adherence to the 
firlt principle of the paflion agitating ; and while we are at¬ 
tracted by the poet, venerate the philofopher. Inferior 
abilities would overlook the requitfte connection, where 

c Thought in fancy’s maze runs mad.’ 

fo that the paflion, which produces fuch delirium, would be 
totally loft and evaporated. The poet is in this tumultuous 

fituation 
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<c For much my heart portends; the chieftainihares 
cc My captive thoughts, and fills me with his cares, 
€t Some fair Achsean cheer his focial home ! 

Cc Be mine the virgin’s blifs, and parent’s dome ! 

44 No fullen rage my placid bofom fill! 

5 s Each a&ion guided by a fifter’s will, 

4C In forrow for her fons whofe vows excite 


46 Medea’s fuccor to th’ impending fight: 

<c This, this will quench each burfting fpark of 

46 grief l*’ 

—The fandal fpurn’d impatient of relief. 

Wanders in loofely flowing vefl: the maid 
The portals of the dome her hand difplay’d ; 

The wifh a lifter of her love to greet. 

On the known threfhold paufe her falt’ring feet ; 

There long, long fix’d by confcious fhame reftrain’d 
Sad in the chamber’s veftibule remain’d ; 

Now quick-returning, now her fteps advance ! 
Then fprings a farther flight! with wayward glance 
Here, there in vain file fwims ; the honor’d track 
* Her entrance fues, but fhame compels her back : 

What 


fituation a painter of caricature ; a formal refemblance would 
he a violation of genius, but fome chara&eriftic features at 
leaft are required in the piece. 

* This fimile is judicicufly adapted to the fituation of Me. 

dea, and is in its feveral parts admirably cor.ftru£ied; her 
affecled inclination, that Jafon fhouid many fome woman of 
his native country is highly natural, and as naturally con- 

trailed 
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What fliame forbids embolden love Inspires j 
Thrice (he attempts, thrice baffled fhe retires, 

The fourth laft effort, by defpondence led 
Convulfive fell, and prodrate prefsM the bed.—« 
Thus the fond virgin, foul of bridal truth, 

Mourns as an hufband loft her promis’d youth. 

To whom a parent’s, and a brother’s arms 

Erewhile betroth'd the tranfports of her charms ; 
Her anguifh flies the fond aflociate train, 

Wrap’d in the cent’ral dome fhe heaves her pain 
In prudent decency of woe ; his breath 
How tranfient! fought the winding-fheet of death ; 
Death, ere life’s happieft hour their foft employ, 

The mutual feal that damps their purer joy. 
Throbs her wild bread with filent pangs o’ercad. 

Silent, for much fhe dreads the cenfure pafs’d. 
While o’er the widow’d couch fhe fighs, her fear 
The women’s jealous hate, or dabbing fneer: 

Thus mourns the Colchian princefs! firft of friends 
Some vajfal’s curious ear her voice attends, 

trailed by her falling under an incapacity of fupporting her- 
felf, upon that bed, in which her recent dream had prevented 
the refrefliment of deep. The fneers of reproach attributed 
to her fex, in which the other may with propriety be includ¬ 
ed, are a picture of that unfeeling wantonnefs of chara&er 
which has been exhibited in every age, and not in the leaft 
degree diminiftied in cur familiarly realizing, even to 
the degradation of the finer feelings, which we (hould expe¬ 
rience in examples of diltrefs, thekhool itfelf of fcandal. 

From 
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From youth her foft affociate ; forth Jbe flies, 
Where with her Tons the filler-form Jhe eyes. 
Sprung from thecouncil’d trance the fav’rite news 

Thy zeal at once, Chalciope, purfues 5 

Wild through the dome thy unremitted toil; 
Stay’d, where reclines Mede2, forrow’s fpoil. 
Drown’d in her tears, diftain’d her mangled cheeks, 
Balm to her wounded foul the filler fpeaks 

<c What fuff 3 rings, fay, oh ? filler ever dear, 
ct Heave the deep pang, and prompt the flowing tear! 
cc Has heav’n in 2nger blur’d thy vernal hours? 

C{ Or droops the bofom to the Itorm, that lowers 
45 Swoln by a father's rage? fee, fee! it falls 
<s On me, on mine ! from thefe detefted walls! 

<c Oh / could I ru(h to earth’s extremeft bound 
cC Ne’er yet difgrac’d by Colchos' favage found ! 

• We may obferve in our poet a lingular propriety of ad- 
drefs; Medea wilbes the interview, which her ingenuous 
pride would prevent. Ckalciope as earneftly wifhes it for 
the emolument of her family. 7 he latter may be fuppofed 
to have known the d?fpoli r ;on of her lifter of Medea, which 
with fovereign art flie is reprefented to conceal, more ef¬ 
fectually to ftrve her rurpole of maternal tendernefsj a pur- 
pofe liable to be tlTcnrially fcurtrated. at leaft fufpended, by 
any intimation of fuch knowledge. But whether Chalciope 
was a&ualiy convinced of her Ofter’s difpofition to alJift Jafon 
in bis adventure, or not, the genuine feelings of Medea’s 
heart are painted in the higher colors of fallibility, by the 
artful pretence of anxiety for her lifter’s children as the pri¬ 
mary motive, influencing her conduft. 

My 
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She ceas’d ; foft blufees light the virgin flame, 

Her wife to anfwer check’d by confcious feame; 
Buoy’d on the tongue her falt’ring accents flow 
Now funk in murmurs to the breaft below; 

Now thro’ the paflage of her mouth their haftej 
But not a found the lift’ning filler trac’d : 

Soft luring art at length the drain infpires. 

Love rules the fuit, and fans the rifing fires, 

“ Lo! my Chalciope, thy darling boys! 

“ Their lot eaeh anguife of my heart employs j 
<c Our fire perhaps, relentlefs in his mood, 

Ci May with yon’ ftrangers’ feed his kindred blood! 
u Vet hear the rueful dream! the dream of woes! 

Short were the comforts of difturb’d repofe; 
c< Some pitying pow’r the menac’d fcenes remove! 
u Nor thine the forrows of maternal love !’* 

Wily fee fpake a Jiflers wife to try, 

If yet the heart-felt agonies apply 
Forfuccor to her fons$ deep in thy foul, 

Parental fair, the dreams of terror roll 5 

Thou hear’ft, thou anfwer’ft; u All a mother’s 


<c 


care 


tc My thoughts have ponder’d ; will a filler feare 
a My great diftrefs ? fay, will the gen’rous maid 
“ Plan the fair purpofe, and indulge her aid ? 
cs Yetfwear by earth, by heav’n, thy words impart 
<c To none the folemn didates of my heart ! 


VQL> II. 


E 


u Oh! 
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cc Oh! fwear to fuccor 1 to the Gods I bend, 

€C By heav’n, our parents, by thyfelf my friend, 
Chalciope adjures! my children’s doom ?— 
c< Oh ! from this fight avert the dreary gloom! 

* <c Or reft of all Ihe loves a mother dies, 

cc Thy fcourge a fury from the fhades to rife!”— 
She faid ; the tears rufh plenteous, and thy knee* 
Her hands in humble fuit, Medea, feize; 

Each on a filler’s breaft with head reclin’d 

a 

Each, to the concert of fad notes refign’d 
Her tremulous voice attunes; the rich domain 

Rings to their knell, and echoes ev’ry ftrain : 
When thus the virgin heaves the figh of woe, 

“ Oh ! fay what foothing remedy beflow 
“ To pangs like thine ? the Furies from the dead, 
<c What tempefts o’er thy foul their horrors fpread ! 
cC Would that Medea’s arts at once could fave 
u Thy haplefs offspring from th’ untimely grave! 

u Colchos rh’ inviolable oath fhall yield \ 

“ Thou, thou haft urg’d it! by th’ etherial field, 

“ By earth, great mother of the pow’rs divine, 
The aid Medea boafls, that aid is thine, 

<c Hard tho’the talk enjoin’d!” (he fpeaks no more ; 
Thou, mother, wak’fl the quick-refponfive lore. 

<c Would not Medea with protective fmile 

ec Lend the fage counfel, or experienc’d wile. 
Should the brave ftranger, ere the battle awes, 

€i Sue for his conquefl in my children’s caufe? 

« My 
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a My Argus from himfelf a fuppliant Hands, 

“ His wearying wifh Medea’s fuccoring hands ; 

« Ev’n now my herald at the palace waits !” 

A confcious triumph all her foul elates, 

Shame o’er her face expands a purple fhroud. 

Till darknefs o’er each tranfport cafts the cloud : 

And thus fhe tunes her peniivenefs of voice. 
u Theme of my will, and objeft of my choice, 

« A filler wifhes, and commands the deed ; 

« Ne’er to thefe eye-lids may Aurora lead 
« Her orient beam, or long that foothing fight 
« Fill thy Medea’s moments with delight, 

“ If ought fo dear as thee my fondnefs prove, 

« Thee, and the filial partners of thy love! 

<c My brothers they ; my own their ev’ry care, 

“ Congenial thoughtsoh ! let Medea fhare 
“ With thee the fitter’s, and the daughter’s claim! 
« And fure my boaft the daughter’s humbler name, 
“ Nurfe of my infant breath ! a mother told 

cc Full oft the tale of love \—yet fecret hold 

“ My purport, left my parents track the fcheme! 
« r^markme!—erethemorrrow’s day-lightftream, 
“ To Hecat’s altar borne my drugs afluage 
« Each rolling flame, that fires the monfter rage/’ 
Again the fitter from her chamber fprings, 

Each happier tiding to her children wings, 

While jhe in folemn filence left alone, 

Shame leagued with Fear extorts the virgin-moan * 

E2 41 A father’s 
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A father’s ire diftra&ed paffions fcan. 

Betray’d, deferted for the favVite man.r— 

Night walks the Glent world in fable veft ; 

Lord of the deck, while others Gnk to reft. 

The failor plies his watch ; th* aetherial plain 
* Points the dull Bear, and ftern Orion’s train. 
Twinkling; no more the way-worn trav’lers roam, 
The gates’ old guardian (lumbers in his home ; 
Ev’n the fond mother checks the darting tear 

O’er her lov’d children, hurry’d to the bier. 

The tabling Echo deeps; no, not a found 
Of the cur’s hideous howl the city round : 

Silence, and darknefs rule.—Reft of repofe. 

Oh ! virgin, through each vein the fever glows; 

Here keen defire, there fear s pervading courfe 9 
Fear of the madden’d monftefs ruling force : 

Doom’d her dear heroe to no heroe’s death, 

Crufti’d in ftern Mayors’ field th’ inglorious breath. 

From feene to feene her thoughts, awild’ring 

maze, 

Float diverfe, as the fun’s refle&ed rays 

Dancing fantaftic o’er the lucid ftream, 

Cauldron, or pail, diffufing the wild gleam 
Of falient circle y urgd with wanton fport 
By Nature fondly fought from Fancy’s court *. 

The 


• We are here treated with a raoft folemn delineation of 

nocturnal feenery* Poetic coloring fubfides to every charac¬ 
terise 



APOLLONIUS. 


53 


The maid thus glancing fwims with rapid ftart; 

Tears fill her eyes, and pity ru/es her heart; 

Sharp was affii&ion’s point whofe poifon fpred 
Warm through each fibre ; rankling from the head 

teriftic circumftance, introduced with concifenefs of energy, 
and a fubdued mixture of ideas expreffive of that fallen 
ftillnefs, in which ‘ Nature herfelf lies dead,' a ftillnefs aggra* 
vating the fleeplefs anguUh of Medea. A late mafterly writer 
in conformity with his own immediate fabje& has affected 

night to be 4 Virtue’s immemorial friend,* he proves it in 
lhmfelf to be an infpirer of the Mufes *, as if the finer flow of 
foul, corrupted by the glare of fun-beams, became foftened 
into its inherent purity by the calm ferenity of night! Writ¬ 
ings of tafte united with fenfibility abound in fuch paraphraf- 
tical defcriptions, I will not pronounce them imitations, of 
our author. That of Virgi! in his fourth iEneid may hot un- 
juffly be concluded a copy of the prefent 3 it is certainly in¬ 
troduced on a fimilar occafion. The ftroke of genius flafhing 
from our poet in the trait of a mother repofmg from her afflic¬ 
tion on the lofs of her (perhaps only) children may not be 
omitted. Oh \ deep, thou Toothing After of Philofophy, who 
can’ll thus tune fenfibility into comfort! 

With refpeft to the fimile inftancing the reflexion of light# 
it may be remarked in its favor, that poetry may fublift, and 
has frequently fubfifted, uninfluenced by the witchcraft of ex- 
pveflion. I \ament that Apollonius has not been treated with 
the efteem which he deferves 3 he is certainly, but in a more 
general view, the follower of Homer; his genius no lets than 
his fubjeft may feem to have been little reconcileable with 
a clofer imitation. Virgil copies many fimilies from Apol¬ 
lonius ; the ftyle and conduct of Apollonius is fimplicity 3 the 
Mantuan ftudies the efficacy of defcription, and railes his 
companTo/is into elegance and meaning, In our own heroic 
compofer we may obferve animated expreflion, with the ge¬ 
nuine poetry of fentiment, conveyed in thefpirit of fimplicity, 
harmony, and fublimity. Why is he foraething the pre- 
poffefs’d vi&im of Italian conceit ? 

E 3 


Seat 
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Seat of the thought’s word pang, when fick’ning roll 
Thy tumults, love, unceafing o’er the foul. 

She now the drug will yield, now dares to die; 
Now feeks to live, her opiates to deny. 

And bear, in quiet bear her load of grief: 
*Mufinglhe fits, till burfts the fond* relief. 
cc Ah ! wretched me ! what gather’d pangs furround! 

“ So thick their croud, they ev’ry fenfe confound ; 

cc Where grow’ft thou, medicinal balm of ill, 

JVhofe never dying flames my bofom fill ? 

Oh! ere the ftranger reach’d our Colchian land, 
u That I, drear vi&im of Diana’s hand, 

<c Had fall’ll! or ere the trait’rous billows bore 
<c A fitter’s offspring to the Achaean (hore! 

“ Some envious pow’r, fome fury to our coaff, 

** Source of our tears, compel’d the baneful hojl . 

Yes !^—let him die! thou chieftain good, and great, 
“ Die (fucb thy fentence!) in the field of fate! 

How {hill Medea’s care the magic zeal 
u Hide from a parent’s eye, or how reveal ? 

What reas’ning wile, what fond deceit employ, 

<c Or how apart from all the train enjoy 

• The original in the feveral editions of Apollonius which 
I have rendered * muling * is h as-s-arj, a word, which I cannot 
trance. Hoelzlinus renders it 6 velitatur ’ as oblcureiy as the 

text. The Oxford editor * animo flufruabat.' I had a dilpo- 

fition to read it frem fpiro, intimating the recovery 

of her breath, whicn may be concluded to have been greatly 
agitated, at the time when Ihe fat down. 


“ His 
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« His pleafing converfe ! thou, my chief, no more, 
“ How will Medea’s heart the lofs deplore ! 

{C Then—but adieu, ingenuous (hame! adieu 
“ Each tranfport’s luring fcene! my will purfue 
“ His fafety’s plan! in freedom, and at eafe 
“ Wide may he roam, and fettle where he pleafe ! 
“ But on the day, the dreadful day of fight, 

“ When fink the monfters to his vidor-might, 

“ Strait from the beam my riven neck fufpends j 
“ Or poifonous draught Medea’s anguiih ends. 
u Thus hurry’d to the grave, to later times 
u My love fhall be reproach’d, the worft of crimes; 
u The city-ftreets (hall found my virgin-fate, 
u While all difplay their cenfure, or their hate. 
u Oh ! ill-befeeming rage ! lo ! there (he lies, 

“ Their fcofFs exclaim, who for a Granger dies • 

“ Sick of her friends, her parents, and her home, 
u Her fteps in wantonefs of pleafure roam. 
u Yet ah ! what mis’ry waits the lofs of fame ! 

<c Far better far, were death my inftant claim ! 

This night on flumber’s couch my life refign’d ! 

<c Such unexpected blow my ftormy mind 

Would lull to quiet, refcue from difgrace, 

<c And blot the deed, which horrors only trace 

She 

# When the variety of paflions forming a feverer conflict 
in the bofom of Medea has occafioned her determination of 
feff-murder, (he immediately comments upon the opinions of 
others in their difcufftons of this event. Pride here fteps in, 

E 4 and 
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Shefpakej and fought the cheft of magic wealth 
That loads with evil, or that cheers with health j 
Plac’d on her knees, while mufing o’er her woe 
Full on her bofora drops the tearful flow; 

Inceflant flood ! of fenfe-entrancing pow’r 

The herb flie feeks, impatient to devour 

Each loofen’d firing, whofe band the ftores inrolTd; 

Prepar’d the fcene of myft’ry to unfold 

She ftarts! grim Horror frowns in palfy’d Hate, 

And Nature lhudders at impending fate. 

Sick languor chain’d her voice, in luring guife 
Life’s genial raptures float before her eyes ; 

and her thoughts naturally paint the horrors of difgrace. It 
is well known, that the greatelt punifliment in heathen eiti- 
mation was affixed to felf-murder by the refufal of fepulchral 
rites, and in confluence by the penalty inflifted on the fpec- 
tre of the deceafed doomed to wander, till the corpfe was de- 

pofited in earth, on the borders of the Styx. But difappoint- 
ment and paiEon were fijfficient to promote this a&, from 
which-Nature immediately revolts, in minds unimprefled with 

the more refined principles of religion. The punifliment 
however, invariably purfued by profane ufage as intimated 
above, plainly implies the detection in which the perpetra- 
' tors of filicide were held. The raoft untoward infatuation mult 
furely then have poflefled the Romans, the religious copyitfs of 
Greece; when we refleft that this violation of every law in¬ 
culcated by reafon, or pra&ifed by decorum, was authorized 
by a feft even of their philofophic fchools ; as if the logic of 
this fe& bad eftabliffied courage upon the murder of others, 
and that far greater was neceflarily comprifed in the murder 
of ourfelves. But fuch were the defultory and fantaftic prin¬ 
ciples of thy boafted fteadinefs, oh ! Stoicifm, fubverfive of 
fecial and moral obligations! 


Too 
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Too faithful mem’ry wakes each paft delight; 

Each youthful tranfport burfting on the fight, 

Equals in years when frolic (ports diiplay. 

And Phoebus gladdens with a brighter ray. 

Than long, had long infpir’d ; with paufing thought 
The magic cafket to her lap fhe brought; 

Her cares a Juno’s aweful mandate prov’d ; 

Plac’d on her knees, nor from its bent remov’d 
Her mighty foul, ere dawn the blufoing Ikies 
She pants to ope the fweetlyToothing prize, 

And view the youth (he loves ; her anxious feet 
Rufh to the doors, light's orient fmile to greet; 

It comes from breezes of the day-fpring born. 

And fwarms of city-hives falute the morn.— 

The * Colchian boy commands a brother’s aid, 
Cautious to watch the counfels of the maid ; 

Urg’d to the ftrand himfelf the bark afcends ; 

Aurora’s fmile her poring eye attends. 

* Argus. The infertmn of thole fentiments, in the forego¬ 
ing picture of Medea’s affli&ed fituation, which allude to ear¬ 
lier fcenes of youthful happinefs, is itrongly chara&eriftic of 
the human heart. The thoughts of thofe, who poiTefs the 
finer feelings familiarly recur, as if intentionally to aggra¬ 
vate the dittrefs which they endure inftead of buoying up the 
affe&ions by a profpeft of hope, to thofe moments when the 
horizon finil’d without a cloud j when every gale bjeathed 
ferenity, and every voice echoed with mirth 5 thofe moments, 
which are ufually painted in more lively colors from their 
contrail with a difpofition of mind, indulging the drearinefs 
of folitude, and the delpondency of reflection. 


Forth 
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Forth beams th’ effulgence ! fhe adapts with care 
To the fmooth ringlet’s grace her‘golden hair 
Loofe-floating in foft negligence of pride: 

Her lovely cheeks reliev’d from for row’s tide. 

Rich ointment form’d from Nature’s fweets divine 
Gives with more polifh’d charms her face to Ihinej 

Her variegated veftments’ waving flow 
Scarce yielding to the clafp’s refulgent fhow 

Fair o’er her odor-breathing head fhe plac’d • 

The filver gleaming veil, then turning trac’d 
The chambers, heedlefs of misfortune’s Iow’r, 
Which threats the future melancholy hour. 

Twelve were the fair, fond vaffals of her Jove, 
Whofe cares the veftibule’s fweet incenfe prove 
Circling ber well-attended couch ; who fpread 
Nor yet, coeval all, the bridal bed. 
cc Ob\ hafte,” flae cries, and bind them to the 

44 rein, 

cc Thofe mules tenacious of great Hecat’s fane!” 
The train obey ! the cal&et’s drug to view 

Promethean nam’d her bufy cares renew. 

Each limb prote£led by this ointment’s force 
Bent to thy fhrine, Perfepbone, its courfe, 

Thy vot’ry funk ’mid night’s incumbent gloom 
Dreads from no arrowy fliow’r th’ untimely doom, 
Or fire’s pervading flame, to doling day 
Jncreafir.g ftrength new-ftrings his valor’s fway. 
Fre/h from the birth its fullen growth was rear’d, 

What time the crude-devouring bird appear’d, 

Earth 



APOLLONIUS. 


59 


Earth reeking with the hot gore’s fteamy flow 
On the proud bights, that held the * man of woe. 
One little cubit’s fpace the flow’r contain’d 

As the gay crocus’ yellow hue diltain’d; 

Two ftalks foar flaunting from the ftem \ the root 

Afrirous of earth’s firm depth with bloody {hoot 

Flames as raw flefh juft yielding to the knife; 
Thence trills in fable ft ream the juice of life 

(Such from the mountain'oak the oozy ftore) 

Cull’d’mid the {hells, thatftreak theCafpian {hore.— 
f Her hand the medicinal treafure waves, 

Her limbs the foft perennial water laves ; 

Sev’n times fhe plunges, fev’n her folemn voice 
The rev’rend Brimo calls } the parents’ choice, 

• Prometheus, 

+ The circumftances of the fcenery introduced in this ce¬ 
remonial of magic reprefentauon are chara&eritoc of 'E.gyp- 
iian myftery, in which the pifture of melancholy is difplay’d 

in every part. The quick transition from one objeft to an • 
other, the connexion, fo little experienced in exhibitions of 
nature, between the monarch of the grove, and. the Jbelly 
groveller upon the /hore, the very interefting invocation of 
her, who nurfed the infancy of Chalciope’s children, of Bn - 
mo, a deputy of the infernal Hecate, together with the doling 
delineation of Prometheus, are excellent preparatives to the 
folemn opening oi the facred budget fucceeding the whirl in 
the Medean car. The legend of Prometheus deduced from an 
origin Ample in hiftorica! confideration is in this account re¬ 
duced to a fubferviency to heathen mythology in general, er 
rather to Grecian in particular} and the reafon may be col¬ 
lected from the lineage of Prometheus, who was a Titanian* 
his father lapetus was, and his fon was concluded to have 
been involved in his guilt, a virulent oppofer of the celeftial 
fyftera. 


Nurfe 
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Nurfe of their infant boys, whofe horrors roam 
No&urnal journies, earth’s dark feats her home \ 
Stern ruler of the fhades whofe magic breaft 

Is Darknefs’ fcene, whofe garb is Sorrow's vefi. 

The root Promethean pluck’d, with tempefts fpread 
Roll’d mutt’ring thunder from the mountain’s head j 

At once Iapetus’ bold offspring groan’d, 

He writh’d in languor, and defpondent moan’d. 
Collefled in the phial’s fond embrace, 

Whofe odors breath’d, her bofom’s radiant grace, 
She bore the confecrated juice, and far 
Wing’d from the palace fhines the fiery car ; 

Two virgin vaflals borne amid the throng 
(The reins fhe feiz’d, and grafp’d the pliant thong) 
Sat by her fide ; the reft, whofe pofts behind 

Their hands adhefive to the car refign’d. 

Urg’d thro’ the fpacious ways the footftep free, 

Their wavy robes juft floating o’er the knee. 

As where Parthenia’s Giver fountains gleam. 

Or thine, Amnefia, flufhing from the ftream 

, Wrap’d in her golden car chafte Dian ftands ; 

Her rapid hinds afcend the fky-crown’d lands. 

Thence rufh into the vale, where fweets divine 
Breathe o’er each hecatomb, that loads the (hrine ; 
The nymphs ftill faithful follow, where /he leads, 
Faft by Amnefia’s banks, the flow’ry meads, 

Mid the deep forefts, o’er the mountains ftray, 

Burfl from whofe womb the winding waters play; 

Each 
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Each favage beaft foft flattery’s murmur proves, 
Forgets his rage, and trembles, as (he moves. 

Thus mid the ftreets the gazing throng difpiay'd 
Retreating flies before the royal maid j 

The city’s ample ftruftnres funk to view, 

Her vows the triumph of the fane purfue ; 

Borne thro’ the plains the charioteer defcends, 

And thus accofts her vafials—-in her friends . 

“ Lov’d of my heart, how black Medea’s crime ! 

“ Fond of thefe vifitants from iEa’s clime 
“ Who roams unheedful! lo ! our city’s boaft 
“ A maze of wonder! of the female hoft, 

“ Of all who grac’d each rolling day the fane 
<c Not one appears! ourfelves alone the train. 

11 Come then, the melody of fong be ours, 

u Gayly to pluck the fpring’s luxuriant flow’rs, 

% 

u Nor long to linger! foon our fteps (hall roam 
tc In fweet content to happinefs at home : 

** Joys , a rich gain, your wi/h’d return awaif, 

<c To me fubfervienc in the taik of fate. 
cC Such Argus’ wifhes! fuch a lifter’s pray’r ! 

“ Yet oh l this objed of Medea’s care 
6C Oh ! chain in filence fullen as the dead $ 

“ Nor to a father’s ear the treafon fpread ! 

u They will the ftranger in th’ embattled field 
“ For proffer’d ftores my magic art to ihield $ 
tl Too much my gentle foul accords the plan $ 

Far from th’ affociates with the much-lov’d man 

“ The 
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Cc The fofter interval of converfe greets, 

(( With many a gift his foothing bounty treats ; 

“ From me the deadly drugs of poifon flow : 

Cc He comes! fweet maidens, from my prefence go !”— 
She ceas’d; her wily counfels all delight ; 

Far from bis hoft when Jafon’s tow’ring might 
Wide o’er the plain by wilhful Argus drawn ! 

(The voice fraternal ere the orient dawn 
Had told the votive virgin’s fwift career) 

Th’ attendant Mopftjs’ fager looks appear. 

Skill’d in each wing advancing o’er the Iky; 

Nor bird retreating ’fcapes his curious eye. 

In this dread hour no fav’rite fons of earth, 

Not ev’n from Jove who drew their facred birth. 
Nor they, high offspring of celeftial blood, 

Pour’d through whofe purer veins the vital flood. 
E’er match’d that awefiil elegance of mien, 

Boon to the chief from heav’n’s eternal queen. 

His form is beauty, and his words are grace; 

The fond affociates every feature trace, 

Th’ encreafing radiance fills them with amaze, 
'Fir’d at each ftep th’ admiring Augur’s gaze ; 

At once, fair maid, his joys prophetic fpeak 
Thy heart a conqueft to the gen’rous Greek *. 

Where 

* Tbefe two verfes contain a paraphrafe upon the original, 
which e*preffes the prefaging confcioufnefs of Mopfus, that 
every part of bis expectations was confirmed from the pecu¬ 
liar 
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Where the worn path-way marks the whiten’d plain. 
The wavy poplar {hades the circling fane 
With wide-expanded foliage ; the deep voice 
Of boding ravens (fuch their gloomy choice!) 
Croaks,—the grim fenior (hakes his pinion’s pride. 
And opes the counfels of th* imperial bride, 

“ Inglorious feer, whofe (kill the theme employs 
« In fcience equaled by unletter’d boys; 

“ Thou, folemn virgin, fpeak’ft no plighted truth 
c< No foul enchanting drain !*■—the fav’rite youth 
“ Ye comrades firm attend !—yet, fage, away ! 

“ Thou mifchief-talker hence ! no Cyprian ray, 

« Nor her bright fatellites the Loves impart 
u One fainter gleam to chear thy darkling heart V* 
Thus fcreams the hoarfe-reproaching bird ! the feer 
Bends to the note of woe a carelefs ear ; 

And calmly thus harangues i “ Thy country’s chief, 
“ Wrap’d in yon fane Medea Tooths thy grief, 

<«• Go, warrior, go ! not hers the hoflil frown ! 

“ Soft Cytherea’s fmiles her vot’ry ciown, 

liar influence of Juno over the form of Jafon. The reproach¬ 
ful an fiver of the ominous raven immediately enfuing is a 
charafteriftic picture of Egyptian obftinacy againlt the Gre¬ 
cian Spirit of adventure j a triumph in the cooviftion, that 
this native refidence c f the feathered orator was fufficient to 
the taik of invalidating every attempt from the violence of in- 
vafion. In fome refpe&s this Argonautic expedition muft ne- 
ceflarily be confidered in a religious light 5 many deviations 
from the gloomy rigor of Egyptian ceremonies certainly pre¬ 
vailed in the lefs favage fuperftition of Greece. 


« Thy 
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u Thy guardian in the fight! fuch truth, * thou fage, 
Thy aweful found, the prophecies of age! 

We, Argus, panting to enjoy the friend, 

“ Fix’d to this earth the wifh’d return attend: 

“ Thy arts, oh! chief, the facred hours improve! 

t6 And bend the virgin care to thee, and love !” 
The wily augur ends ; his counfel pleas’d ; 

Nor other fcenes thy throbing bofom feiz’d, 

Oh ! maid, though mufic woo’d ! nor yet the fong 
Varying its thrilling accents charm’d thee long ! 
Now floating in the maze of thought thy breaft 
Seeks not the converfe of thy train at reft. 

Thy cheek foft leaning on thy hand the dome 

Where clofe the long, long paths thy wi{hes roam; 
Each nerve was anguifh, terror whelm’d thy mind, 
Scar’d at each flow-pac’d foot, or hollow wind. 
The moment fmiles, the much lov’d youth appears, 
Firm at each ftep his bounding ftru&ure rears ; 

Fair to the view, and calm thy beauteous light, 

Th us beam*# thou, Sirius, lord of ocean’s might, 
Erewbile though Socks thy low’ring tempeft feel— 
So Jafon’s limbs their radiant pride reveal ! 

So glows th’ intrancing majefty of charms, 

Too fatal harbinger of Jove’s alarms. 

How funk her palfy’d heart! thofe lucid eyes 
A midnight gloom pervades ; health hanifh’d flies 

* Pbineus. 


Her 
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Her pale cheek’s mifty hue5 the loofe knee’s force 
Totters ; the ftony foot denies its courfe. 

Graceful at once retires each virgin flave • 

What awe-ftruck forms! the tongue no accent gave; 

* 

Of motion reft their comely ftatures Hood 
As the tall beech, or monarch of the wood* 

Thou, facred oak! amid the heav'ns ferene 

Waves not a whifper to difturb the feene* 

« 

That cheers the hallow’d hights j fuch ftillnefs o’ef. 

Their tofs’d heads thunder to the tempeft’s roar j 

% 

Thus fway’d the ftricken pair! fond filence pafs’d, 
The full voice echoes love’s infpiring blaft, 1 

Short was the paufe ! the wary chieftain’s (kill 
Perceiv’d the frown of heav’n-defeended ill* 

Embofom’d deep within, the confcious maid 
Liften’d the luring notes his voice difplay’d : 
cc And why, oh! Princefs, while I thus alone 
cc Accoft thee, why thefe folemn terrors own ? 

“ Let others triumph in each frolic boaft ! 

<c Not fuch I wander’d from my native coaft; 

<c Why o’er thy face thefe blufhes weave their wayf 
u Speak what thou wilt j ’tis Jafon’s to obey, 

* The original word for ‘ ill,’ or * evil,* is « T jj the goddefs 
of revenge, 

‘ Alte hot from Hell 

Cries Havoc V Shakfpeare. 

She was a principal afliftant in magic rites! 

Vol.II. F 


“ Yet 
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44 Yet fure we meet benevolent of heart! 

45 This facred fane no feat to fofter art! 

44 Speak! queftion! tell me ev’ryharbor’d thought; 
44 Let not a word of bJandifhment be fought! 

46 Thine is the promis’d boon! a fifter’s claim j 

(t Soul-foothing medicines of thy Jafon’$ fame! 

44 Thee, fov’reign Hecat, and, ye parents blefs’d 
44 In fuch a child, and thee my vows atteft, 

44 O’er-ruling Jove ! corapaflton whofe command, 
tc For thine the ftranger, and the fuppliant band! 

44 Jafon behold, an alien fuppliant he \ 

“ Here at the Fates’ control he bows the knee! 

44 The toil, fair maid, the fruitlefs toil is mine, 

44 Tofmile, to fuccor, and to triumph, thine! 

44 My thanks, thy due, the right of fav’ring grace, 
“ Our realms th’ extended world’s remoter fpace, 

“ From me the triumphs of thy fame {hall glow, 

44 And other hofts to future ages (bow : 

44 The wife, the mother urge their genVous tale, 

44 Who mufing o’er the fhore our abfence wail *. 

44 Such 

• This felf-flattering compliment pay’d by Jafon to Me¬ 
dea bears a fbniJar a fpect to the triumph of iEneas over the 

body of Laufus, which lias given fuch offence to the more re¬ 
fined faftidioufnefs of modern criticifm, bending the roman¬ 
tic manners of martial exertions to the purpofes of more civi¬ 
lized fociety. But in vain thefe reafoners allege, that the 
barbarous exultation is irreconcileable with the chara&er of 
the pious /Eneasj in vain will they allege, that fuch con- 

feious 
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« Such woes perhaps ne’er wound Medea’s peace; 

« Yet know, a Thefeus’ warring dangers ceafe 

« YJ hen Ariadne (miles, whofe matchlefs charms 

“ The birth of Phosbus from Pafiphae’s arms; 

<< A father’s ire fupprefs’d, fubmiflion’s toil, 

“ The bark (he mounts, aud quits her native foil 5 


confeious fuperiority was ill-fuited to any, but a favagebreaft, 
particularly as an unmerited diftrefs had attended a youth, 
whole foie objeft in the contelt was a father’s fafety. The 
truth is, the Trojan’s conduft and exprefiions were necetTarily 
conformable with the genius of heroifm 5 the eminence of the 
warrior diftinguiftied itfelf, not, as reafon requires, by a&s 
of mercy to, but by the deftru&ion of the vanquithed. The 

appearance of a field of battle after an engagement refembled 
that of the ftage after a deep tragedy *, each alike covered 
with the bodies of the dead. Apollonius favors us with a 
more moderate indulgence of vanity 5 if Ja Con profelfes him- 
felf defirous to extend the honors of bis country, he profeffes 
it without injury to another} fuch profeflion is a virtue in a 
Grecian, and a Roman bofom; it is a virtue in every other. 

It is as natural as the love of kindred, and of friends j to 
wbofe fociety we have been ufed, with whom we have enjoyed 

reciprocal happinefs, and perhaps may have reciprocally con* 
ferred and received obligations. Every herb, or tree thrives 
in its peculiar foil; the poet by this little pifture of ingenuous 
pride delineates agreeably to the principles of humanity. He 
who defires not applaufe lias fufficiently proved that he de- 
ferves it not. ( Volitare vivu* per ora viruni,* is a fpirited 
wi(h, and remoter quarters of the globe afford the only bar¬ 
rier to the cravings of the conqueror, the ftatefman, and the 
genius , a good tranfiation of r whofe works in a foreign cli¬ 
mate outweighs the applaufe which he experiences at home; 
for diftance adds to genuine reputation proportionally as it 
takes from prepoflefllon, 

F 2 


cc Lov'd 
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c 

4 Lov’d of each godhead, a celeftial fign 
<4 Her ftarry crown, whofe radiant glories fhine, 

C{ Still Ariadne’s name its orb of light 
44 Gilds ’mid th’ etherial lamps the brow of night; 
<4 Medea, fuch thy worth! the Gods, thy friends. 
If thus tby fmile a gen’rous train defends \ 

44 In Ariadne’s charms thine own we trace, 

46 And her’s thy placid eloquence of grace !* 

* Thus fyllabkd fweet founds ! her eyes inclin’d 
From thofe which charm’d her fpake the thrilling 
mind \ 

Her face the treafure of a fmile difplays* 

And virtue kindles at the voice of praife. 

Then languifhingly foft his look Ihe meets, 

But not a word his lift’ning ardor greets: 

Where, where begin ! how urge th’ expanded lore ! 
Her crouding thoughts exhauft the vocal ftore. 

The pois’nous drug its od’rous cafket leaves; 

Joy all his foul, he bows, as he receives ; 

Nor lefs a captive to his luring art 
The maid had yielded to his wifh her heart j 
. For love a richer beam of grace had fhed 
Glift’ning the golden honors of his head $ 

• * And fyllabkd fweet founds of accents meek.’ 

A line inferted araongft the verfes in the Oxford collc&ion 
upon the death of Frederic Prince of Wales under the figna- 
ture of lord Stormont. 

Wild 


4 
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A 

Wild from her eyes the vivid lightening gleams, 

Full through her breafl a tepid moifture flreams; 

As when the dawn with orient beauty glows, 

The foft’ring dew-drop cheers the op’ning rofe f. 

Now fix’d in modefty to earth their eyes. 

Now rais’d, the look of mutual love fupplies 

Joy to the bofom, to the face a fmile ^ 

Thefick’ning virgin opes , the fcene of guile. 

“ Medea yields her aid ; attend, oh! gueft, 

C£ The purpos’d bounties of my daring breafl! 

“ Soon as my fire, too cruel, has decreed 
“ The dragon’s horrid fangs, a hardy feed, 

« When the drear midnight walks her central reign, 
“ Seek the perennial river’s filver plain ! 

f In the amorous part of Medea's difpofition we meet with 
n counterpart of that, afcribed by Mufeus to Hero, in a 
poem which I am de/irous to afcribe to the pen of a writer, 
an ornament to ancient Greece. The prefent comparifon 
is introduced by Mufeus, where the fituation of Hero, and 
Medea in fome degree aflimilates. Indeed many fuccefT- 
ful adoptions of fentiments, congenial with thofe of other 
poets, if the * tale of romantic fenfibility ' be concluded of a 
lefs ancient date, argue its author to have pofiefied a rellfh fop 
clafiical imagination. I well know the allegation of the great 
and accurate Stephens that the ‘petite piece’ of Hero and 
Lehnder is not conveyed in a language competent with the 
purer elocution of ancient Greece, yet I cannot conclude* 
but that with a due and unforced expun&ion of pafiages awk¬ 
ward as to witticifm, or defective in ftyie, the poem may be 
reconciled to readers, who are capable of admiring works of 
tafte by attention to the real merits of ingenious compofition, 

F 3 <c Apart 
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€( Apart from all in fable garb array’d 
“ Straight be the circle of the trench difplay’d! 
cc Slay the meek ewe-lamb, on the ftrudtur’d pyre 
<c Unfever’d yield it to the facred fire. 
ts Hecat, foie fruit of Perfeus’ bed, appeafe 

tc Pour’d from the cup the labor of the bees# 

% 

ct Thus woo’d the goddefs in her votive feat, 
cc With folemn order from the fhrine retreat; 
t£ Nor found of foot obflruft thy parting care, 

“ Nor voice of dogs that bay the troubled air, 
t£ Left, baffled ev’ry hope my fonder boaft, 

% 

<c Inglorious in return thou join’ll the hoft. 

4C Then from the moiften’d drug rich ointment flow, 
Till the cheer’d limbs receive a brighter glow; 

cc Th’ unconquer’d arm (hall urge the boundlefs fight, 

< £ No earth-born heroe’s, but a God’s thy might. 

cc This living ointment, ere thou ftalk the field, 

“ Polifli the fpear, the falchion, and the fhield ! 
cc So fhall no giant’s miffil vengeance harm ! 

C£ No monfter wrap’d in flame thy foul alarm ! 

ci Nor long th’ impenetrable frame is thine, 

<c Thy triumph from the dawn to day’s decline j 
<c As fwells the combat, double all thy fires, 

Still beams my fuccor, ftill my fmile infpires ! 

<c When yok’d the monflers by thy viflor-toil, 
Plough’d by the dauntlefs hand the rugged foil, 

C{ When from the furrows burfts the giant breed } 

« The black earth’s harveft from the dragon’s f ee j ? 

If 
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a If o’er the plain th* embattled army fhown, 

« Hurl unobferv’d the pond’rous force of ftone. 
u Urg’d at the view, as blood-hounds o’er their prey, 
« They rufh indignant, and each other flay ; 

Then thunder ’mid the ranks $ the radiant fleece 
« Thy prize from iEa to the realms of Greece, 

« Thou fly’ft returning to thy will refign’d, 

< 4 If nought of Colchos tempt thy ling’ring mind!” 
She ends! enchain’d by filence, while her eye 
To earth fhe low’rs, the tearful forrows dye 
Her fully’d cheeks; for long her Jafon’s courfe 
Torne from her arms o’er ocean’s ftormy force ! 

His hand fhe grafps, as fhame to love fubmits 5 
And fighing thus “ Refolv’d if Jafon quits 
44 The Colchian beach, when fofter’d by thy home, 
44 Some tranfient thought to fond Medea roam ! 

44 She ever faithful to her rifing flame 
<c Shall dwell delighted on her warrior’s name. 

44 Yet unreferv’d oh ! fpeak the voice of truth ! 

44 Where fhine the houlhold Gods, thou gen’rous 
(C youth! 

44 What country wings thee vcnt’rous o’er the main? 
<4 Thy wifh yon * ifland’s wealth-abounding reign, 
44 Or fix’d fome neighbor-realm of iEa’s feat ? 

44 My lifl’ning ear that lovely virgin greet, 

44 Whate’er her lineage, whom my praifes trace, 

44 Her name Pafiphae of enobled race, 


♦ 


* Orchomenus. 

f 4 


“ The 
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The kindred of my fire !”—She adds no more; 
Love, tyrant love again the tuneful ftore 
Rolls through the channel of its well-known cheek; 
When thus, thou man of cares, thy accents fpeak ! 

cc I deem not to forget thy dear renown 

- cc By day, by night!—thou fav’ft me from the 

Cc frown 

ci Of angry Fates, yet Greece my beft delight, 

4C Oh ! may iEetes point no other fight! 

46 Seek’ft tbou my country’s name?—my voice 

reveal 

cc Each confcious truth ! fo prompts the willing 
«• zeal !— 

tc A valley fpreads beneath the tow’ring hills, 

“ The fleecy train each wealthy paflure fll/s, 

<c And herds luxuriant; there Prometheus’ joy 

Gave to his fire’s embrace th’ iJluflrious boy*, 

u Whofe 

* Prometheus was fon of Iapetus, and father of Deucalion, 
the Koah of Grecian fancy. ‘Though the patriarch is re- 
prefented under various tities, and even tbefe not always uni¬ 
formly appropriated, yet will there continually occur fuch 
peculiar circumftances of bis biftory as will plainly point out 
' the perfon referred to. The perfon preferved is always men¬ 
tioned as preferved in an ark. Deucalion is mentioned to 
have been configned to an ark, and upon his quitting it, to 
have offered up an immediate facrifice to the God who deli¬ 
vered him/ The exprefs conduct of the fcriptural patriarch, 
whofe biftory gave rife to the legend of Deucalion. 1 He was 
a perfon of very extenfive rule; he was the father of man¬ 
kind. Sometimes he is defcribed as monarch of the whole 

earth, 
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“ Whofe arm firft rears the cities, guardian tow’rs, 

“ And temples facred to th* eternal pow’rs, 

“ Primaeval monarch ! while the fubjeft hoft 
“ Their much-lovM country in iEmonia boaft j 
< { The city * mine, that lords it o’er the reft, 

45 Where not thy name, proud IE a, (lands confefsM. 
“ He from the fire of winds whofe claim of birth 
45 The rev’rend Minyas flies his native earth, 

“ (So Fame records 1) to grace the J Jlrufturd ifle, 
♦ c Near where thy kindred tovvVs, oh !' Cadmus, 
<c fmile f. 

<c But 

earth, at other times he is reduced to a petty king of Thef- 
faly.' The Tons and defccndents of Noah peopled the whole 

earth, he was himfelf father of mankind ; for all mankind 
proceeded from him. ‘ Apollonius Rhodius' here 1 fuppofes 
Deucalion to have been a native of Greece} and reprefents 
him “ the firft of men,” through whom religious rites were 
renewed, cities built, and civil policy eftablilhed in the world . 
none o/w/wV^circumftances are applicable to a king of Greece§. 

* lolcos, capital ofiEmonia. 

J The city Orchomenus in the iftand of that name. 

t The genealogy of the Greek nation is here conveyed 
under that of Jafon, deduced from Min>as inhabitant o£ 
Theflaly, where it may be concluded, that Deucalion an- 

ceftor 


§ 4 That Deucalion was unduely adjudged by the people of 
Theflaly to their country folely, may be proved from his" 
name occuring in different parts of the world j and always 
accompanied with fume hiftory of the deluge.' 

Mr. Bryant's Mythol. vol. ii. p. aio, 213, 
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c< But why thus vainly loofe th* hiftoric tide ? 
cc Why boaft the palace of my country’s pride ? 

“ Why Minos’ offspring vaunt, th’ aufpicious maid 

tc Blefs’d Ariadne ? (fuch the name difplay’d 

• ceffor of Mtnyas had reigned, the firft kingdom of the Grecian 
earth, which acknowieged the fovereigoty of an individual. 

Mmyas emigrated from Theffaly into the confines of Egypt, 
of which Cadmus is the poetic typej and built the city of 

Orcbomenus. This fpecimen of elegant vanity was highly 
flattering to Greece, as that kingdom in point of habitation 
is defcribed to hare been prior to, rather than coeval with the 
Egyptian, in the introduction of the city of Thebes. The 
Greeks derived their origin from Deucalion firft builder 

of cities in Greece, the capital of which was iEmonia in 
Theffaly. 

But amidft the luxuriancy of fantaftic prepoffeflions exer- 
cifed by the wellern world to the illurtration of its antiquity, 
it may be gathered from our poet, that they have modeftiy 
retained theit traditionary legends within the era of the de- 
luge. Not fucb the genealogical fiflems of eaftern imagina¬ 
tion! lefs excu/eable from their greater vicinity to the fource 
of genuine fcriptural information. Thefe abound with ante¬ 
diluvian, 2nte-mundane records, in fo much that Prsadamifm 
might feem, with thefe fabulifb, a decided cafe. Mon/lrous 

reprefentziions, and unnatural phenomena of all forts are 
intermixed with extravagant events on the one hand, and 
. the fcourings of old women’s tales of tubs foam in all the dig¬ 
nity of froth on the other. Infatuation itfelf could fcarcely 
tope to perfuade credulity, tbatfuch whimfies were implicit¬ 
ly to be relied on. If the oriental languages are equally be¬ 
wildered with the hiftory of our romancers, and as little to be 
nnderftood, European refinement, which to the honor of 
letters is on the fide of ccnfiftercy, may well regard them as 
the vertigo « of a lick man's dream V See Mr. Richardfon’s 
Difftrtation, paflim. 


“ Be- 
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“ Befitting beauty’s fweetly-pleafing charms !) 
ct And oh ! as Ariadne grac’d thy arms, 

“ Thou gaffant Thefeus, with th ? aSenting fire, 
u So thou, iEetes, crown a Jafon’s fire V* 

Thus ceas’d the breath of mufic on his tongue l 

u 

Warm thro her nerves the keen vibration rung 
Loads ev’ry fenfe with pain ; the fever's glow 
Throbs, till in angui/h burfts the ftrain of woe ! 

66 Let Greece her hofpitable fweets afford j 
“ Not fuch my father, as Pafiphae’s lord; 

<c Nor I as Ariadne fair; employ, 
il No more, my chief, the note of focial joy ; 

“ On me thy mem’ry in Iolcos roll ! 

“ Fix’d is her Jafon in Medea’s foul, 

“ Spite of a parent’s frown!—on Rumor’s wing* 
u Urg’d by fome herald bird thy fraud (hall fpring, 

“ If thou forget me, Jafon ! the brifk florm 

u Bear to Iolcos’ realm my hoftil form, 

• * The birds of rumor catch it as it falls/ 

The following beautiful lines occur, in which the thought 
expreffed by the verfion is expanded 

Faft to the thread of life annex’d by Fame 
A fculptur’d medal bears each human name j 
O’er Lethe's ftream the fatal threads depend j 
The glitt’ring medals tremble, as they bend ; 

Clofe but the Ihears, when Chance, or Nature calls. 

The bii ds of Rumor catch it, as it falls j 
Awhile from bill to bill the trifle’s toft: 

The waves receive it,—’tis forever loft! 

Mr. William Whitehead’s Danger of writing Verfe* 

cc Wide 
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* c Wide o’er the fav’ring deep! my afpeQ drear 
<s Glare to thine eye, and thunder in thine ear J 

<c Full on thy thoughts the flream of cenfure (hed. 
And tell—Medea fuccor’d j Jafon fled j 

<c Oh! that myfelf could then unwelcome roam, 
Amid the crouded vaflals, Jafon’s dome I” 

Burft o’er her cheek the tear’s fpontaneous dews, 
Softly the chief his theme of love renews. 
ct Dear to my vows, no rulhing tempeft fail ! 
cc No feather’d herald chirp the bufy tale! 

4C Be thine, too gen’rous fair, th’ attendant plan 5 
ct Thrice honor’d by thy fex, rever’d by man, 
Rever’d a goddefs with each pow’r above, 
cc The fon returning to a parent’s love 
46 Shall hail thee, Princefs!—brother, kindred, 
<c friend^ 

<5 And hufband hail thee,—for their labors end. 
ci Thyfelf the nuptial couch with Jafon (hare, 

<c Adorn’d by many a maiden’s polifh’d care ! 

Theme of my foul, and objedi of mine eye, 

4t Till death, invidious death, the blifs deny !’V-r 
The warrior paufes, melting at the found 
She pines in fweeteft languor^-gazing round 
She trembles at the deed, which threats her peace, 
Nor long with-held a vifitant of Greece, 

(Such Juno’s art 1 ) the tyrant * king no more, 
Medea wanders fair Iolcos’ (hore. 


* Pelias. 


Her 
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Her native foil forgot. —The vaffal train 
From far, while filence held her penfive reign. 

Stand forrowing; thine, Medea to require, 

The day’s fair moment, warning to retire, 

Where a fond mother waits ; no readier choice. 

Pleas’d with thy Jafon’s form, thy Jafon’s voice, 
Still had’ft thou linger’d, mem’ry loft in love. 

But late, though cautious thoughts the heroemove; 
“ This, this departure’s hour! thy fainter ray, 
u Gleams, fervent orb, foft harbinger of day ; 

Perhaps attracted by the whifper’d ftrain 
66 Some curious ear.*—We part to meet again.” 

So flows the mutual blandilhment, that try’d 
A mutual faith ! th’ unwilling pair divide. 

Thy looks, ohl chief, anticipating mark 
Th’ impatient comrades, and the facred bark ; 

She feeks the virgins crowding to her view. 

Nor heeds th’ approaches, or their prefence knew, 
So loft in clouds of thought her fancy wings $ 

With ftep fpontaneous on the car (lie fprings, 

The rein fhe grafps, and wildly whirl’d along 
Urg’d on the mule her richly vary’d thong, 

Urg’d to the palace-gates ; the fitter runs. 

And much Ihe queftions, anxious for her fons. 

Her will, confufion, and her foul in ftorms, 

No word (he liftens, and no anfvver forms; 

Fall by the couch an humble feat (he courts, 

Her hand the calm-reclining cheek fupports ; 


Each 
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Each eye-lid low’r’d in tears, her cares revolve 
Intent the horrors of the deep refolve. 

Meanwhile the warrior to his comrades prefs’d. 

Where late, while mutual anguifh fill’d their bread, 

They bad farewell ; the chofen youths attend ; 

- And lift the tale that greets th’ aflembled friend $ 

Swift they approach the bark ; the hoft admire. 

Courteous embrace, and ev’ry truth require. 

At once their chief the virgin’s fav’rite art 
The foothing poifons which her fmiles impart. 

All, all reveals;—ftern fcowling with difdain 
Scarce Idas’ lips his infolence of ftrain * 

Keeps in his feftVing foul, with confcious joy 
The reft dim darknefs’ wakeful hours employ. 

• Vlxque tenet lachrymas, quia nil lachrymabile cernit. 

Ovid. Met. de Invidii. 

Wefometimes, though too rarely, hear of thofe good-na¬ 
tured perfons, who regard the raoft untoward circumftances 
with an eye of calm compofure; but this apparent indif¬ 
ference, which lays itfelf down under feveieft preffure 
without a (ingle attempt to mafterlhip, may be rather con- 
ftrued into the efteft of indolence. Idas, in a degree which 
concludes the more vehement paffions, views, as a Cynic, in 
the raoft unfavorable light, the fcenes which carry a more 
profperous afpeft; fcenes in which be is himfelf eflentially 
engaged. There are not wanting many of thefe mifan- 
tferopes, fuicides through envy, and nurfes of calamity. Idas 
is fuch a mifanthrope, the character is an excellent contrail 
to the feelings of the reft. It was judicious in the poet to 
confine the difpoiition to an individual; had his example ex¬ 
tended itfelf to ethers, a damp might have been caft over the 
*bole crew. 


To 
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To each his talk ; ferene the chiefs command 
To proud iEetes a commiffion’d band 
Sends ere the dawning day, the feed to claim*, 

Two heroes match/efs in the rolls of fame. 

Undaunted Telamon, flern Mayors’ boaft. 

And Maia’s fon, the heralds of the hoft # 

They rulh, and fwallow e/ry ftep of fpeed; 

iEetes yields the dragon s folia feed, 


Hideous of fang, and monfter of the fight, 

Aonia’s tyrant beajl, whofe fov’reign might 

Great Cadmus quell’d, what time the Theban tow f 
He fought, a Have to lov’d Europa’s povv’r, 

Guard of Aretia’s fount $ the chief divine 
Led by the murmurs of the lowing kine 
Thy hand, Apollo, guides a furer way , 

Seat of his fame, and fubjeft of his fway *. 

Torne from the jaw to Cadmus’ honor’d toil 
Tritonia gave ; the conqueror fhares the fpoil $ 
Agenor’s fon in heroe-breeding rows 
Wrap’d in thy plains the feed, Aonia, fows ; 
Grac’d his fair city with the warrior- birth, 

Savd from the ruins of th’ embattled earth. 


* The cow, by which Cadmus was conduced to the fpos 
in which he fettled, may be figurative of the wcrftiip, pay'd 
by the Egyptians to the 0x5 the dragon watching near the 
fountain of Aretia exprefies the primary vifit of Greece to 
Egypt, under the idea of difficulties, attending fuch vifit to a 
fufficious peopie. 


They 
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They quit the monarch with the gifts of Hate* 
His ready gifts of unrelenting hate; 

4 No fear, that Jafon deal the viftor-ftroke; 

4 Enough if bent the monfter to the yoke f !’ 

Retiring Phcebus drops a fainter beam, 

Earth’s fullen veil bangs darkling o’er the gleam, 
That fkirts thy mountains, Ethiopia’s bound 3 
Night’s ebon couriers fnort the car around3 
4 Each in his humble bed ’ the warriors Deep, 

Strew’d mid thehalfers 5 by the roaring deep. 

Not thus the chieftain ! o er the fllver*d flues, 

Oh! Bear, thy many-twinkling fplendors rife; 
The air foft-whifpers thro’ the blue ferene; 

Slowly he feeks the folitary fcene, 

% Ev’n as. the cautious thief 3 the votive care 
His hands for day’s returning fmiles prepare 5 
The tender ewe, the foft milk’s ftreaming mines, 
Thefe Argus fought; the reft his holt configns. 

Wide from the white-worne path-way's public trace, 
Where trills the rivulet's meand’ring grace, 

Sequefter’d view, he laves his polifli’d frame; 

Such rites adorn its confecrated claim ! 

His limbs the fable-cinflur’d veftments prove, 

The drear memorial of his Lemnian love; 

f A Sender variation has been hazarded to the text by 

placing thefe words in the mouth of JE'i tes, triumphantly 
contemning Jafun, 

• * The day of the Lord cometh as a thief in the night.’ 

The 
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The cubit’s depth furrounding* earth receives, 

The little pile its filvan ftruflure heaves ; 

With throat new-yielding to the murd rous knife 
The lambkin loads the {brine, yet warm with life ; 
The fuel vi&im to the fire’s control, 

In focial ftreams the mix’d libations roll, 

His vow to Hecat, ruler of th’ alarms \ 

Such duty clos’d, the chieftain fam’d in arms 
Retreats; from caves of night she rears her head, 
With branching oaks, and baleful ferpents fpread, 

Thick flafh the torches! never-fading glare! 

And dogs infernal bay the vocal air; 

Stern as fhe ftalks, earth trembles; the dark wood, 
Where fringing willows overhang the flood, 

Scar’d at each Naiad’s fhrtek ! collected woe. 
Where Phafis’ torrents ’mid the marfhes flow ! 
Struck was the warrior’s foul! retiring ftrod 
His fleady fteps, undaunted as he trod, 

Till the lov’d train he join’d, and orient dawn 
By light’s fwift courfers o’er the * hills was drawn. 

/Eetes burns with all a monarch’s pride, 

Clafp’d by the breaft-plates well-compared hidej 

* The mountains of Caucafus in the text. It may be rea- 
fonably concluded, that the geography of Apollonius will en¬ 
dure a more critical examination , and be more accurately af- 

certained, than it has been ufually, cv rather affectedly ef- 
teemed to admit. In many parts, and ibofe the molt in- 

terefting, of the work, fitch a compliment is without doubt 
very confidently bellowed, 

Vol.II. * G Ap- 
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Applauding Mayors yields the gift to worth, 
When f Phlegra’s heroe prefs’d th* embattled earth; 
His helmet fliafces, terrific to behold, 

Each many-nodding creft involv'd with gold j 

. Rich ftream of light effulgent as the day, 

When ocean reddens with his orient ray. 

He grafps the pond’rous horrors of the fliield ; 

And his the jav’lin’s folid force to wield, 
t Fear-fpreadingi vaft ! Alcides’ tow’ring might 

Alone had rear’d it in the field of fight. 

Far from his hoft remov’d th* unconquer’d foe, 
The foaming courfer, and the chariot’s glow 
Confefs a * Phaethon’s o’er-ruling toil: 

The heroe mounts indignant from the foil. 

He 

t Mimas, flain by Mites. 

t * had once rendered the epithet ZpaipiTn in the text * that 
thirds tor blood ;* but on farther thoughts adopted the ufual 
explanation. On the above conftru&ion the derivation of 
the word is from c,u* ( 5 mul) andarpt (fanguis.) 

* Abfyrtus, fon of Aretes, is called Phaethon by the fcbo“ 
- llaft 5 originally perhaps from his being a defcendant of Apol¬ 
lo, and applied by the Greeks to charioteers in general, 
from the fate, it may feem, of Phaethon, who borrowed the 
chariot of the fun; one of the raoft ancient fables of their 
mythology. The word may feem of Egyptian growth. * He 
upbraids me,’ (fays the excellent Mr. Bryant in his animated 

apology to Mr. Richardfon) * with not knowing, that there 
was fuch a verb as to fhine 5 nor that the proper name 
Phaethon was derived from it; he did not know it himfelf, 
for there is no fuch verb. He takes the name Phaethon for a 

par- 
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He wrefts the reins, he fcours the city’s hound. 
Urg'd to the conflict myriads ru£h around. 

As when impatient for his Ifthmian war 
The pow’r of ocean vaults into the car, 

O’erhights Taenarian, or where Lerna cheers 
The circling meads, or where Oncheftus rears 
The foreft oak, where tow'rs the votive fane, 

Or favage rocks fpread horror o’er the plain ; 

Or where the humbler fhrubs with foliage fmile: 

So looks the man of vengeance, and of guile. 

The chief obedient to the guardian maid 
Swift to the limpid ftream the drug difplay'd, 

Pour’d o’er the fpear, the falchion, and the fhield, 
Arms, the Item wonder of th’ affociate field ; 

No common pow’rs the javlin’s pride attend. 

In vain they poife it, or in vain would bend ; 

The lengthen’d mafs fuch nerves of iron fill! 
Unconquer’d labor of celeftial (kill. 

Fraftious of thought, and infolent of force 
Stern Idas heaves his fword’s relentlefs courfe 
Full on th' impenetrable round $ loud-rings 
Its edge repuls'd, as from the anvil fprings 
The mallet’s fullen weight; each warrior’s breath 

With (houts anticipates the work of death. 

participle, and then makes ufe of a feigned verb for a radix, 
Phaetbon, like Apion, Manethon, was a foreign term of great 
antiquity $ confequently not to be derived from any word in 
the Grecian tongue.' Apology, p, 54. notpublijbtd* 

G 2 
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The chief now reeking with the ointment's ftreaitf 
Firm-tow’rs; his limbs with boundlefs vigor beam, 
No words can paint it, and no terrors harm, 

So brac’d the nerves, that ftring his rapid arm. 

As when the warrior-horfe in angry mood 
Snorts, plunges, pants to join the hofts of blood; 
He neighs, and pawing beats the ground ; he rear* 
His arched neck to ev’ry voice he hears ; 

Thus Jafon tcw’rs, exulting in his might, 

Wide o’er the field he ftalks fublime to fight,- 
The brazen buckler grafps, the jav’lin fhakes : 
—Such the wing’d courfe the radiant lightning takes- 
When thro’ the darkling air the tempeft low’rs 
And fweird with clouds defcend the lavifti fhow’rs. 
Nor long the ftav ! the welcome battle greets 5 
Difiin^ui&’d order marks th v allotted feats: 

The crowds to MavGrs’ field promifcuous throng 
The fame their meafured paces ftrod along 
From forth the city’s bourn, as fire the foul 
When from th * firJt career his ftubborn goal 
The vifior grafps; while games illuftrious fpread, 

Of foot, of fteed to mark the royal dead. 

But lo! iEetes, and his Colchian race, 

Whcfe Myriad-hofts Caucafian mountains grace ! 
The monarch wanders on the winding fhore.— 
The chieftain glitt’ring with th’embattled ftore,. 
Proud, as he lifts the jav’lin, and the fhield, 

Leaps from the bark, and braves the fullen field ; 

Re- 
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Replete with hideous fangs from fide to fide. 

Glares o’er his brow the helmet’s brazen pride; 
Loofe from his'fhoulder * hangs the falchion down \ 
His frame no veft’s luxuriant treafures crown ; 

In arms he ftalks, as Mavors in a ftorm, 

Apollo,* thine his elegance of form. 

Around, his eye the virgin-foil purfues; 

The monfier deftin’d to the yoke he views ; 

The keen edge brightening the rude plough to life: 
Then firm advances to the fcene of ftrife. 

Ereft he rears the javTin’s iron round, 

The willing helmet glitters on the ground ; 

* Stern grafp’d the fhield, he fpeeds the dreary way, 
Where the fell monfters’ paths enormous ftray; 
Burft forth the beafts, their cave of horror fly, 
Where arm’d the flails th’ embattled foe defy; 

Thick fmoke the fubterraneous home proclaims: 
From their broad noftrils pour the rolling flames. 


* *o£;<juoc applied to tyxn (hafta) ver. 1285. orig. has been 
derived frem (impetus), from by otheis, the root 
whereof is denoting ‘extremity.’ To this latter deduc¬ 
tion we may more readily accede, the picture of Ja Ton's ap¬ 
pearance and accoutrements having been from the firft de¬ 
igned in the ftile of exaggeration. Thofe particles, too fami¬ 
liarly termed expletives, are more rarely employed by thebeft 
authorities of Greece, without determinate meanings, than it 
has been ufually conceived. Where particles are affixed to 
words, they conRantly evince additional efficacy. This may 
be obferved with refpeft alike to weftern, and eaftern lan¬ 
guages \ fuch tbe-charafteriftic brevity of each ! 
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The heroes fhudder at the view, the fhock 
Fix’d he fuftains, undaunted as the rock, 

Whofe brow incumbent o’er wide ocean braves 

The tempefi thund’ring o’er the madden’d waves* 
The fhield uplifted flatting to their fight, 

Roar the ftern beafts, and deal th 5 avenging might j 

% 

Deal the rude menace of their horns in vain : 

His foot fecure ftands rooted to the plain. 

As when the furnace’ burfting breath infpires 
Wide from the forge the many-gaping fires, 

At once the finoaky flames impatient glow, 

When ceas’d the blaft, they fmould’ring fink below; 
Then wildly roar impatient in their courfe, 

•The fiends thus furious from their noftrils force 
The volumes headlong, as the Jight’ning’s glare : 

He faiiles protefted by the virgin’s care. 

Fierce o’er the horn bis hand tenacious rolfd 
Grafps with full fway, nor quits the ftubborn hold, 
Drags the fell monfter to the yoke ; the found 
Of brazen thunder ‘ bends him to the ground * 

His huge, ftrong foot clofe grappled in bis own } 

t \or v/artes the battle’s rage on this alone. 

One effort low’rs the other’s knee, his fhield 


IVow hurls th indignant warrior on the field : 

Each panning, ftruggling, proftrate funk to earth 5 
Uni.njur’d mid the flames the man of worth. 

JEeies wond’ring views his matchJefs might. 

The twin-born fpeed fraternal to the fight 
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(Such was the chiefs decree!) amid the train 
Hurls the firm yokes, fhrill ringing on the plain: 
The neck firm-fetter’d, in the midft was fpread 
The brazen-beam, to wrap the reftiff head* 

The youths returning to the veffel pac’d 

’Mid deluges of fire* again he plac’d 

Stern o’er his Ihoulders’ breadth the buckler glows, 

Horrid their fangs extend their piercing rows, 

The folid helmet’s boaft ; the huge, long fpear } 

As arm’d with crooks Pelafgian fwains appear 
Goading the ftubborn ox j nor toil deny’d, 

Grafp’d the rich handle’s adamantine pride 
Compared, firm, obeys the mafter-hand $ 

Whofe art directs it o’er the yielding land. 

The beafts refentful of th’ inglorious yoke 

Roll the wide flames, involv’d in clouds of fmokej 
As fierce the temped of their anguifh’d roar, 

Fierce as the-blafts, which ocean’s depth explore; 
When bufy failors, confcious of the gale, 

Climb the high mart, and furl the. Harken’d fail. 
Urg’d by the javTtn’s point, with grudging toil 

The monfters break the {lowly fever'd foil; 

Wak’d by th’heroic ploughman’s (kill, around 

The glebe deep-furrow’d heaves a crafhing found 

Ne’er yet by man fubdu’d ; the warrior {talks. 

Of ftep confirm’d, and dauntlefs in his walks; 
W/de-/batter’d 0 er the field continuous throws 
The fangs, thick harveft of embattled woes; 
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With look reverted, left the fullen feed 
To fudden life exalt the giant-breed ; 

The favages conftrain’d demurely bow 
Their ample chefts full-bent before the plough. 
Verg’d to the weftern climes the lamp of day 
' With light’s calm influence yields a genial ray ; 
The lab’rer panting from his rural war 

Wooes thy more modeft gleam, thou evening ftar. 
Four acres own his might, a conquer’d fpace, 

So burns the weary*d chief in honor’s chace ! 
Loos’d from the foil th’ affrighten’d beads are fled ; 
Serene the heroe to the veflel fped ; 

Explor’d, ere warm'd to life , the furrow’d plain: 

The ho ft triumphant pour th’ enraptur’d drain. 

Forth in the flood, his helmet for the bowl. 

The focthing waters flake his thirfly foul ; 

He bends his fupple knee; fublime he ftands ; 

And all his mighty foul the war demands. 

So ’gainft the keen purfuit the mountain boar 

Whets his huge tulks 5 and fprings with hideous 
roar; 

' Roll’d from his mouth the vengeful torrent foams ; 
He marks the track with terror, as he roams 
Now heaves in dreary pangs Earth’s burftingwomb ! 
Sharp fpear, bright helmet, folid buckler bloom ; 

* This fraile is enlarged from the original 5 a liberty but 
rarely taken. 


Horror 
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Horror, around, th’ embattled myriads yield. 

And man-deftroying Mayors rules the field. 

From caves infernal darts the fudden glare. 

Soars to the (kies, and brightens all the air. 

When Nature wrap’d in winter’s fnowy veft, 

Her cheerlefs brow with midnight darknefs prefs’d. 
Ere long the cloud-difpelling ftorm furveys, 

And liars reviving point their ftudded rays, 

9 

So beams the earth-defcended race! nor ftray’d 
From Jafon’s thought the wily-council’d maid ! 
Seiz’d from the field he grafps the weight of ftone. 
Enormous difk, ftern Mayors’ fport alone 
The huge, round weight!—-not four of gen’rous 
birth 

* In youth could raife the fullen load from earth. 

At once colle&ed in his might he fprings; 

Swift thro’ the ranks the rock of djfcord wings; 

* The epifcde of Sifyphus has been labored with peculiar 
force and propriety by the Mseonian pen, and that of his 
Englifli tranilator 3 the profopopaeia in each has dignity. In- 
jtances of fuperhuman ftrength are confidently introduced 
into the Grecian heroic poetry, defcribing periods in which 
vigor of arm, and refolution of foul were the Aim of a war¬ 
rior’s eminence. They were likewife conne&ed with the my¬ 
thological fyllem of the deities $ the extraordinary characters 
ofthefe mortals approximating to the former. Apollonius 

applies the prefent from a fimilar excellence in Homer’s Iliad, 

in the rerion of He&or j and the verfe of my author (orig. 
1366) is aim oil literally burlefqued in the witty epilogue to 

the ’ Diftrefs U Mother/ 

4 Twould drain a dozen of our modern beaux.' 

Himfelf 
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Himfelf embofoci’d in bis fhield retires 
Dauntlefs; the Colchians burft with all their fires j 
Such roar old ocean’s wide-refounding force, 

When crageed fleeps rebellow to its courfe ! 

The ting fits palfy’d by defpair, to view 

The difk its unrelenting flight purfue, 

% 

They, as the favage hound, with ruthlefs will 
Each other, covetous of carnage, kill. 

On parent earth loud ring their proft’rate arms 
As pine, or oak, beneath the winds’ alarms, 

As when the flar floors forth a radiant trail, 
FlufiTd ’tnid the darknefs of the furrow’d vale, 
Portentous omen to the g2zing fight 
Burfts thro 5 mid air the fwift-defeending light, 
Snatch’d from the fiieath his falchion’s fvveepy fvvay 
So urg’d the chieftain on the hod his way ; 
Promifcuous hewn the iron harveft mows, 

The ftomacb, fides, deep-open’d to his blows: 
Thefe to mid-form of pigmy-fiature rife, 

Thofe to the fhoulder’s bight, of ample fize 
Thefe feel, yet dubious of their ftrength, the plain, 
Thofe to the conflict ruftu a bloody train. 

As when the peafant to the battle’s found 
Scar’d left the war invade his peaceful bound, 

And reap the harveft which his toils have fovvn, 

Vv 7 refis the brifik fickle from the fnarp’ning done, 
And levels with rude force each infant ear, 

Kor gives the fummer-beam the fruits to rear ; 


So 
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So dropt, thou warrior crop, thy new-born pride. 
The ftreaming field your vital torrents dy’d; 
Headlong ye fink, and writhing bite in death 
The rugged glebe, laft agony of breath. 

* Various of attitude the falling Hate f 

Rude as the flound’ring whale’s unwieldy weight! 

Nor rare,* who fink beneath the ftroke, ere earth 

Refigns the viftim to his finifi) d birth ; 

% 

With equal hight the circling air they greet, 

As finks in cumbVous clay the captive feet. 

* 

Thus the fair bloffoms droop their languid pow’rs, 
When Jove o’erlays them in a wafte of fhow’rs; 
Deep from the root their ruins fpread the foil $ 
The nurs’ry’s monarch mourns his baffled toil, 
Frowns on his brow, and anguifli in his heart, 
Loath with the treafure of his cares to part. 

On proud ./Eetes fuch the woes, that fpring ; 
Toman familiar they befiege the king. 

His foul with horror breathing counfels fraught, 
Stern he retires, and plies deftru&ion's thought: 
Revenge his fullen theme !—the f fun defcends j 


Nor clos'd his fury, though the battle ends J. 


* The text exprefles thefe feveral appearances in their falls 
backward, on their eibows, and their Tides, 

f The fun went down upon his wrath. 

X A profufion of animated incidents defcriptive of prodigy, 
and enthufiafm is crowded in the hiftory of ]afon’$ encounter 
with the monfters of The embellilhraents of machi- 








nery add to poetic influence by in ter fp er /5 on s of the flowers 
of firaile, thefe poifefs the finer bloom of nature, allur¬ 
ing modern genius to the favorite walks of an ar.uen: Mufe, 
Contra# of pa/fions, marking the various exertions o- - he hu¬ 
man heart, farther decorates the compofition. Love bears 
the fceptre leading its attendant train of deliberate artifices* 
which deaden the milder voice of parental affe&ion on the one 
hand, and fubdued acquiefcence in the opinions of mankind 
on the other. Such the outlines of Medea’s pi&ur£! refer we 
to the poem for the drapery 1 Jafon and ^Eetes are placed in 
attitudes, moft chara&eriftic of their refpeftive fituationsj 
the talent of prowefs beftowed on the Colchian in former cir- 
cumftances very properly aggravates his prefent criminality, 
but he was a fava^e at bottom ; and therefore boafted not 
tbofe trueJy heroic feelings, which would have infpired his 
veneration of virtue in the Greek, whom on the contrary he 
labored to oppreft. 


* 
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BOOK IV. 


J^AUGHTER of Jove, thou mufe, propitious 

fmile, 

Speak the fond labor of each am’rous wile, 

That arm’d the Coichun maid ! my wav’ring foul* 
Feels, anxious doubt, thy floating furges roll • 

Say, (hall I cenfure love, the fource of crime ? 

Or tell the flight that loath'd a native clime ? 

Reftiffin fury proud jEctes plan’d, 

The flow’r of Colchos marks his council’d band. 
Deep ’mid the nightly gloom, the traitrous art 
Of full revenge to crufh the Grecian heart ; 

Wrap’d in his palace mem’ry feals the -fight: 

Nor knows a daughter’s aid the warrior’s might. 

But heavVs dread imprefs o’er the virgin-mind 
Throws terror’s ample cloud ; the headlong hind 

Thus 
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Thus in th’ embow’ring wood her fear betrays. 
While round her haunts the hound rapacious bays, 

At once fhe deems her frauds reveal’d, to clofe 

* 

(Too certain lot!) the meafure of her woes; 

Of vafifal tieach’ry great her boding fears : 

Flames in her eye, and thunder in her ears ! 

She * ftrikes her lovely bofom ; wildly fpread 
With many a fjgh the honors of her head. 

And foon th’envenom’d ftore had heal’d her pain, 
Your will, ye Fates, and Juno’s counfels vainj 
When now th’ etherial queen her bofom fir’d. 

With Phrixus’ Tons the ready flight infpir’d, 

Joy wings her thought 5 no draught of death the 

theme, 

Full o’er her breaft fhe pours the harmlefs lire am j 
Her couch foft-clafping with a laft embrace. 

The folding portals and the columns’ grace 
Gently fhe touch’d ; fhe tears, with pangs opprefs’d. 
Her wild hair floating round the dome of reft, 

Of virgin^ triumph to a mother’s eyes 

Thefe monuments refign’d, fhe loudly fighs. 

A daughter’s talk thefe dear remains to leave, 

My friend, my parent, the fad boon receive! 
ct Far, far from thee Medea’s woes retreat 5 
€C Sifter, farewell! farewell, my native feat! 


* ufually flgnifies a fofter touch of any fubftance, 

the verfion affixes to it an effort of fome violence. 


“ Oh 
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cs OB ! had the (urge devour’d this Grecian band,. 
«< Ere known the vifitants on Colchos’ land !” 

4 

Soft i flues from her eyes the tearful tide ! 

As when, fair captive, (fad reverfe of pride !) 

By Health refign’d the fplendors of her home, 

Torn from thy country’s love, whofe footfteps 
roam 

Unknown the horrors of affliction's toil 
Unknown the mis’ries of a foreign foil ; 

Fell flav’ry’s pang unknown ! thy fears furvey 
The rigid mandates of a ruler’s fway : 

Thus haftes the virgin from the realm, file loves; 
Spontaneous loofen’d from the hinges moves 
The yielding door, and jarring to th r alarm 
Back, rulhes j—fuch thy force,, thou magic charm \ 
Barefoot the winding of the paths (he feeks ; 

Fair o’er her front, and beauty-blooming' cheeks^ 

Floats the redundant veil ; (he gently holds 
Uprais’d the various veil’s extremer folds; 

Her’s the fequefter’d way from public cal/. 

Urg’d by defpair beyond the city wall 
, She ftalks without a guide j the numerous guard 
Nor fee her palling, or her fteps retard. 

The fane’s recefs her anxious thoughts purfue. 

And well the facred avenues fhe knew j 
Her office wooes to wander o’er the dead, 

Where flaunty roots their writhing horrors fpread ; 
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Thus in th’ embow’ring wood her fear betrays. 
While round her haunts the hound rapacious bays. 
At once flie deems her frauds reveal’d, to clofe 
(Too certain lot!) the meafure of her woes 5 
Of vaflal tieach’ry great her boding fears : 

Flames in her eye, and thunder in her ears! 

She * ftrikes her lovely bofom ; wildly fpread 
With many a figh the honors of her head. 

And foon th’ envenom’d ftore had heal’d her pain, 
Your will, ye Fates, and Juno’s counfels vain; 
When now th’ etherial queen her bofom fir’d, 

With Phrixus’ fons the ready flight infnir’d. 


Joy wings her thought; no draught of death the 

theme, 

Full o’er her breaft {he pours the harmlefs ftream ; 
Her couch foft-clafping with a laft embrace, 

The folding portals and the columns’ grace 
Gently flie touch'd ; {he tears, with pangs opprefs’d, 
Her wild hair floating round the dome of reft. 

Of virgin-triumph to a mother’s eyes 
Thefe monuments refign’d, {he loudly fighs. 

44 A daughter’s tafk thefe dear remains to leave, 

44 My friend, my parent, the fad boon receive! 

46 Far, far from thee Medea’s woes retreat; 

4C Sifter, farewell! farewell, my native feat! 


re ufually fignifies a fofter touch of any fubftance, 
the verfion affixes to it an effort of fome violence. 


«‘0h 
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cs OR! Rad the furge devour'd this Grecian band* 
sc Ere known the vifitants on Colchos’ land ! 55 
Soft iffues from her eyes the tearful tide! 

As when, fair captive, (fad reverfe of pride !) 

By Health refign’d the fplendors of her home, 

Torn from thy country’s love, v/hofe footficps 

* 

roam 

Unknown the horrors of affliction's toil 
Unknown the miseries of a foreign foil ; 

Fell flav’ry’s pang unknown ! thy fears furvey 
The rigid mandates of a ruler’s fway : 

Thus haftes the virgin from the realm, ffle loves; 
Spontaneous loofen’d from the hinges moves 
The yielding door, and jarring to th’ alarm 
Back ruffles;—fuch thy force, thou magic charm ? 
Barefoot the winding of the paths (he feeks ; 

Fair o’er her front, and beauty-blooming cheeks. 
Floats the redundant veil ; ffle gently holds 
Uprais’d the various veil’s extremer folds; 

Her’s the fequefter’d way from public call. 

Urg’d by defpair beyond the city wall 
.She {talks without a guide ; the numerous guard 
Nor fee her palling, or her fteps retard. 

The fane’s recefs her anxious thoughts purfue. 

And well the facred avenues ffle knew ; 

Her office wooes to wander o’er the dead, 

Where flaunty roots their writhing horrors fpre2d ; 
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So cuftom rul’d the magic-working maid ! 

Quick vibrates her tbrob’d bofom, fore affray’d 
The prying moon exalts an orient ray. 

And marks her Sealing thro 5 the lonely way; 
Increafmg glory iilvers o’er her face, 

While thus her ftrains the fcene of rapture trace, 
u Nor mine the folitary hours to while 

cc In dreary Latmos for Ertdymion’s fimilej. 
ct And oft fubfervjcnt to thy magic /kill, 
tc Thy love my objecl, and thy with my will, 
ct I gave f to night the fovYeign fway of air, 

“ That thou thy fpells of witch-craft might’ft pre- 

u pare, 45 Works, 

• I h2ve here hazarded a ramble into the poetical re¬ 
gions of Spencer, adopting the older Englifti, as more fo- 
Jemnly charafteriftic of that whirl-pool agitating the paflions 
of Medea. Such venerable expreflions boaft not fuperior har¬ 
mony, but are fuited to periods newly emerg’d from barba¬ 
rity 5 periods, when the principles of a Hate, and the privi¬ 
leges of its members are but partially defined ; when the lan¬ 
guage likewife bears congenial marks of imperfection. Such 
was the condition of EngJifh writing, no lefs than of Englifh 
manners, in thofe days, when our laborious bard of allegory 
made the happieft improvements in both. 

f Koelzlinus, and the Oxford editor urderfhnd xvcv (ver. 
59. orig ) perhaps (and it may be wifli’d for rhe fake of po - 
hfil'd criticifm, that they had not) in too uireB a manner to 
convey a language cenforious of Medea’s conduct. I am 
willing (and the character of my author may feem to require 
it) to confine ti e word to the fpeaker, and in this fenfe I 
•would reprefent it as the preterimpsrfeft indicative of the 
verb primarily fign hying the coke of the mother in bear¬ 
ing 
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« 4 Works, neareft to thy heart; thy lot to prove, 

44 Like me, the foul-diftrafting pangs of love ! 

44 Some pow'r relentlefs, wretched fair, decrees 
44 A Jafon’s love to wreft Medea’s eafe $ 

44 Be thine, howe’er in darkling myft’ry wife, 

44 The tear’s foft current, and the weight of fighs!” 

She fpake ! the nimble-footed virgin bends; 

Faft by the ftream the gradual hight afcends, 

And eyes the feflal flames of facred light 
Rais’d by the warriors ’mid the lhades of night. 
Shrill-piercing the dun air her voice rebounds; 

Nor Pbrontis deaf to keen affliftion’s founds, 

Nor to the brothers ftrange the murmur falls; 

To Jafon’s ear the ready ftripling calls ; 

Fix’d, as the caufe they learn, the heroes gaze, 

And fit intent in filence, and amaze. 

Thrice fhe exclaims; the hoft impatient burn. 

Till Phrontis’ echoing voice the note return ; 

Swift to the maid they ply the willing oar, 

Nor yet their halfers to the farther fliore 
Theveflel bind !—quick panting for theftrand 
High from the deck the chieftain fprings to land; 

ing-the child in her womb. Thence the fecondary conftruc- 
tion implies c to embrace,' and farther on an enlarged idea in¬ 
cludes to favor, and indulgence thofe, we love. In this 
lad meaning I have placed it, and the interpretation is at 
word the more delicate, though it be well known that xu«v is 
applied to women. Pars pro tota. 

Vol.II. H 


Forth- 
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Forth-rufh the * youths the nearer fcene to fcan 

Their knees {he fondly clafp’d, and thus began. 

44 Oh! may a wretch one common care engage 1 
44 Oh ! fave the daughter from a father’s rage ! 

44 Oh ! fave yourfelves ! reveal’d our counjeh glare • 

* 

44 What help remains ? they fill the cfamVous air. 

44 Hence ! let us ftem the fav’ring’deep* the fpeed 

44 Ere wings the monarch of his boundlefs deed ! 

44 Medea’s hand lhall yield the radiant prize, 

44 While funk to 4 grim repofe ’ the dragon lies f. 

44 But thou, oh ! chief, thy plighted truth of love 
44 Swear topreferve by ev’ry pow’r above; 

u By thefe thy comrades fwear ! no guilty fliamc 

44 My virtue fully, or infult my fame* 

• The two fons of Phrixus, Argus and Phrontis. 

f « And bufli’d in grim repofe expeX* his evening prey/ 

Mr. Gray’s Bard, 

The determined refolution of Medea in obedience to the 
authority of Juno, influencing her immediate departure, the 
natural fufpicion, a fufpicion here repeated, that her artifices 
are publicly proclaimed, her declaration, that {he would 
perform every promife made on her part, and her injunction 
of an oath to Jafon, that he would be true to her, with the 
dole of her fpeech by a reflection that (he /hould abandon 
her neareft and moft valuable connexions on his account} 

thefe combined piXures are expreflively colored from the 
heart. Every incident feems colteXed, that the fubjeX oC 
Medea’s fituation could require, or admit} and all with the 
condfeft energy. 


44 When 



APOLLONIUS. 99 

% 

n When far from kindred, friends, and country 

borne.” 

—Thus, forrow’s eloquence, her accents mourn j 
Joy hikes in his foul; the confcious chief 
(Yet on her knees the fuppliant maid of grief!) 
Soft-rais’d from earth, and lock’d in his embrace 
Soothes her reviving thoughts \ u Of ev’ry grace 
« Thou matchlefs maid, know, (heavVs eternal 
4i fire, 

“ And (lie th’ imperial bride my vows infpire.) 

« Our fpotlefs loves the nuptial band (hall tye, 

« Crown'd ev’ry blefiing in my native Iky 
He fpake, mild-grafping in his own her hand ; 

The oars obedient to her lov’d command 
Sweep to the covert of the grove, in peace 
Veil’d by the gloom her wifli the radiant fleece. 

Spite of iEetes’ frown 5—no liftlefs flay ! 

Quick as the word the veffel feuds away. 

Forth they afeend5 and heaving from the foil 
The hoft incumbent o’er the founding toil 
Dafli fearlefs; with defpair the virgin Ihook, 

Her hands to earth, to earth her anxious look 

* One of our moft nervous bards has reconciled poetry with 
truth in a poem to our prefent fovereign on his marriage, the 

clofe of which is a becoming tribute to the moft affable of 
queens, and the beft of women j Great Britain, concludes our 

Oxonian, 

‘ Crowns all her glories by poflefling you.’ 

H 2 


Bend 



too APOLLONIUS. 

Bend at each f c noife apall’d her throbing pain* 
Wakes in the chief the foul-compofing drain.-—. 
From huntfmen’s eyes the veil of dumber drawn*. 

Proud of the hound who wake the lagging dawn> 

Left the full fplendor give the wayward pack 

To lofe the (cent unguided in their track, 

The chief his partner of affection leads 
To roam your paths, ye dew-befpangled meads, 
Where firfl the ram’s tir’d limbs reclin’d to reft, 
Beneath the Minyan load no more opprefs’d 3 
Where, ftill the fmoke J its faithful vot’ry (hows. 

The firm foundations of an altar rofe. 

To Jove, whofe fmile the mourning exile cheers, 
Stretch’d on the (hrine the refcu’d wand’rer rears 
The fleecy facrifice 5 fo Hermes’ mind 

His counfel’s will benevolent refign’d. 

When from th’ advent’rous pair the hoft retreats j 

(For thus thy wifli ingenuous augur greets) 

f c How is’t with me, when ev’ry noife apalls me.’ 

Macbeth, 

• The application of the hunf/man to this de/criptio/j of 
the * riling morn,’ is not intended to ferve the purpofe of 
poetical imagery alone; it may be efteemed to convey a de¬ 
gree of companion. As the earlier dawn is fele&ed fjr the 
hunrfman's fport, left increafe of the folar heat fliould take off 
the fcent of the dogs; fo the fame time is fixed upon by Me¬ 
dea and Jafon for the more folemn purfuit, left they lhould 
be liable to obftru&ion, if the day farther advanced before 
they fet out. 


t Phrixus. 


Strait 
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Strait thro’ the pathway to the grove they ftray’d; 
And fought, oh ! monarch beech, thy rev’rend lhade, 

Where fable edg’d with gold the fleece difplays; 

As ftreak’d the cloud with Phoebus’ orient rays. 

The monfter curls his neck’s extended pride, 

* 

The pair his ever-wakeful orb defcry’d ; 

His hifs of horror (hakes the ftream around ; 

The fpacious foreft echoes back the found# 

Far from the realm, which owns thy wide control, 

Titania, far where Lycus 9 waters roll, 

Who bathes the Colchian plains, whofe adverfe force 
Proud ftream difdainful of Araxes’ courfe 
With Phafis’ wave a focial current keeps. 

Till loft their union in the Cafpian deeps; 

* Thus far the tumu/t pierc'd; with fudden dread 

The teeming mother ftarting from her bed 

Hangs 

* This ftrong hyperbole may be more dire&ly reconciled 
to hillory, however conceived in the highelt ftile of romantic 
extravagance. By the noife extending to the Calpian fe a, the 
borders of Perfia may feem to be underftood, and the Perfians 
were traditionary dependents ofPerfeus,\vith whofe heroifm the 

dragon was materially connected. If fuch be elteemed the real 
conftruflion, an argument may be deduced, that the religious 
principles of Perlia were derived from the fource of Egypt, 
and perhaps the former was originally colonized by emigra¬ 
tions from the latter. The Peifian adoration of the fun may 
be concluded to confirm the idea ; however we underhand the 
Perfians not to have copied in their general worfhipa fervility of 
reverence to the brute creation. Even in lefs ancient pi&ures 
of Perfian fancy , we may trace its devotion to have been paid 
primarily to folar influence ; the beds of rofes, and bowers of 

H 3 unlading 
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Hangs o'er each new-born infant’s blulhing grace, 
Nurs’d by her fide, and clafp’d in her embrace ; 
Fears for the little fujJTrers damp her joys. 

So rudely waken d by the monfter’s noife. 

As, where the wood in verdant glory tow’rs, 

The fcnoke in flame-preluding volumes pours, 

The mafly curls in pitchy whirlpools climb, 
Succeflive darknefs, as they heave fublime : 

So rolls the fiend his many-twifted length; 

His fcales, unconquer’d citadels of firength. 

Pleas’d at th’expanded form the virgin ftrod. 
Invoking Jlumber , dear to ev’ry God, 

TVbofe foftly-foothing fmile ; ferene of will, 

Wbofe pow’r his awe-commanding rage may ftill. 
Thee too from caves of earth, no&urnal queen, 

She wooes, afiiftant of the magic fcene ! 

The chieftain follows ; terror once he feels ; 

Lull’d by each opiate charm the dragon reels, 

unfading odors breathing from rapturous notions of the fun’s 
luxuriant powers. This idolatry extended to the luminary 
orbs 5 with fo much juftice, and fenfibility the charafteriftic 
prayer of Oroonoko on the fubjeft of Imoinda is conceived. 

91 Thou God ador’d, thou ever glorious fun, 
u If <he be yet on earth fend me a beam 
* Of thy all-feeing pow’r to light me to her; 

99 Or if thy After goddefs has prefer'd 
“ Her beauty to the (kies, to be a ftar, 

49 Oh! tell me where (he (hines, that I may ftand 
“ Whole nights, and gaze upon her !’* 

Writhing 
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Writhing the loofen’d back’s extended fpire j 
In orbs unnumber’d finks his dreadful ire. 

As the dark /'urge’s weight refign’d tofleep 
Waves without murmur o’er the fpacious deep, 

His head terrific foars, intent to draw 
The vent’rous vidlims to his hungry maw. 

She from the juniper’s furrounding hight - 
Plucks the quick-fever’d branch; his wandTing 

fight 

Drops as diftil the medicinal charms, 

Pour’d efficacious ; nor the found alarms, 

Thou whifper’d myftery of words ! the fweets 
Diffus’d., each fenfe pervading languor greets: 
There bend his unavailing fangs; around, 

His frame’s huge circles fpread the fylvan ground. 
The chief (thy counfels, lovely fair, advife !) 
Wrefts from the monarch oak his golden prize j 
Proud of her office, as a foe to dread. 

Her hand with ointment wraps the monfter-head ; 
Till Jafon’s fmile departing fteps incline, 

Wing’d to the bark from Mayors* darkling flirinef. 
As the lone virgin , when with orient beam 
Mild Luna darts a full reflected* ftream 
Soft-wand’ring o’er her many-folded veft, 

The fweet intruder hails with playful breaft, 

+ From the defcription of the grove in the text, dedicated 
to the God of battle, the opinion that the Argonahttc expe¬ 
dition. confined to the fpirit of Grecian adventure, favored of 
invafion, feems not improperly founded. 

H + 


So 
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So reign thy tranfports, when the fleecy prey 
Thy hands, oh! chief, the boon of fate difplay ! 
Bright o’er thy velvet cheek, thy blooming face. 
Shot from the fleece the light’ning’s vivid grace ; 
Huge, as thou yearling of the lowing kine 
Thy hide, or ranger of the foreft, thine, 

Wbofe bulk fond huntfmen boaft, Achsa’s claim, 
Flafh’d the rich mafs with gold’s effulgent flame; 
Crown’d with the pond’rous (hag the warrior pride ; 
Gay earth in glory beams beneath his ftride, 
jLeft of his fide depends the cumb’rous load, 

His neck embracing to the feet it glow’d, 

And now the right enwrap’d, tenacious plan, 

♦ 

For much his terrors deem’d, fome god, or man 


Would 


morn 


Whofe orient fplendors Nature’s face adorn. 
Commands them to retire! they join the holt; 
The youths impatient mark them from the coaft, 
And gazing wonder, while the hide they prove 

A flaming rival to the bolt of Jove, 

All, all arous’d with eager rapture ffand 
To touch, to grafp, to poifc it in their hand j 


X Achasa, fays the fcboliaft, was a city of Crete ; in which 
ifland the larger fpecies of flag is defcribed to have abounded ; 
the original word d^lnirj expieiles the animal itfelf, from the 
fuperior ftrength which it pofl'efled j l ( , bo* in its primary 
fenfe fignifying a 1 fibre,’ or * nerve.’ 


The 
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The chief forbids ; th’ impervious veil difplay’d 
Of brighter hue, he feats th* affociate maid ; 

And thus the converfe flows; “ My friends, no more 
“ With anxious wifhes wooe your native Chore ! 

“ The toil is clos’d, that urg’d our billowy care, 

“ Clos’d by the counfels of the gen’rous fair; 

44 A willing bride flie decks my honor’d home, 

44 Be yours to hail the miflrefs of my dome ! 

“To her your fafety ow’d, ye fons of Greece, 

44 Preferve the guardian of your country’s peace. 

“ Toofoon fufpicion fpeaks Aietes’ mood 

44 Avenging blocks our paflage from the flood ; 

44 Each in his feat the oar alternate wield ! 

Ct The reft protective lift the folid Chield, 

44 Prop’d on the knee the rufhing ftorm provoke; 

“ Rear’d the firm bulwark to each menac’d ftroke, 

44 Our children, country, friends, and parents call! 
u Our arm their welfare, nor their doom to fall! 

“ Lo! Greece in terror fues her dauntlefs race ; 

44 From us fhe reaps her glory, or difgrace.” 

He faid ! and grafp’d his arms with martial fire, 
The hoft to clamors urge their deathful ire; 
Unfheath’d the falchion in his vidtor-hand. 

Stern he unbinds the halfers from the ftrand ; 

Then fix’d his Ration by the maid, he lov’d— 

The helm’s o’er-ruling care Ancaeus prov’d ; 

The bark high bounding to the oars, they glide. 
Toil unremitted, o’er the filver tide. 


Now, 
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Now, Princeft, now thy deeds of fondnefs ring 
To Colchos 5 myriads ; with their haughry king 
Embattled hofts the fava ge council form. 

As billows thundering to the wint’ry ftorm, 

Or as from fyivan bights the foliage call, 

' When ruin hovers in th’ autumnal blaft ; 

% 

Who fhall recount them ? fuch their numbers led 
Toclam’rous onfet, where the waters fpread. 

Fleet as the winds his cotirfers to the war 
Rich gift of Phoebus wing the monarch’s car 
Offkiil-compacted frame; inur’d to arms 
This hand the buckier’s many-pictur’d charms. 

That joys the pine’s enormous length to rear. 

And huge befide him finks th’ extended fpear. 

The reins Abfyrtus grafps; far thro’ the furge 
The oar-impelling train their labors urge. 

The veflel heaves precipitate of courfe; 

Thou, fiream propitious, lend’ft th’ impelling 

force! 

Hish-rear’a his hands, and anguilh in his foul. 

The monarch’s vows to Jove, 2nd Phcebus roll; 

Their fmiles infpiring fuch atrocious deeds. 

He fwears, 2n immolated nation bleeds; 

With curfcs {mats , bis daughter they (hall free; 

et On earih your labors, or the roaring fea,” 
(Revenge, revenge his evVy thought employs, 

His foul infatiate throbs with murd’rous joys) 

“ Bring 
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« * Bring my Medea to me, daftard band ! 

« Or wait deftruflion from my injured hand !” 
Thus fcowl’d the menac’d frown! at once pre* 

vail 

Theflbips well-ftru&ur’d, wide-extended fail ; 

Rich work of Colchian art! at once they heap 
With dafhing oars the billows of the deep j 
No naval ornament, but feather’d hofts 
A flight unnumbered burft from all the coaflsf. 

But 

• * Bring my Imoinda to me.’ 

Oroonoko was the fond hufband $ iEetes the enraged father. 

f Sir Ifaac Newton, and the Cbronologers, on whofe fen* 
♦iments we place particular dependence, acquaint us, that 
Danaiis came from Greece in a period preceding the aera, 
which they affix to the Argonautic expedition, and that his 
fhip,from which the pattern of the prefent was originally taken, 
* was the very firft which had vifited the coaft of Greece.* 
The Phoenicians fo early as the year before Chrift 1047, * in- 
fefted (according to Sir Ifaac) the Greek, feas with piracies* 
and having fled from the Red Sea ufed themfelves to long 

voyages for the fake of traffic ;* furely at that earlier age in 

a very unfettled, piratical ftatej or probably at firtt in the 
fpirit of emigration. If we attend to the particulars of the 
Argonautic expedition, which by the' above author is placed 
in the year A, C« 937, we may conclude with him, that it 
arofe from the information, received by the < great men of 
Greece, of the civil wars, and diftrattions in Egypt,’ and from 
their refolution * to fend an embafly to the nations upon the 
Euxine, and Mediterranean Seas $’ little can it be fuppofed 
to have favored commercial intercourfe, the whole bufinels 
and execution of Grecian purfuits, at that time the offspring 

of, 



i of APOLLONIUS. 


But they, ’ris Juno’s aweful mandate, rufh, 

That Pelias’ line no ling’ring zeal may crufti. 
Urg’d by the gale, (Greece all Medea’s mind!) 
Scarce the third dawn awakes, their halfers bind 
To fliores f encircling Haiys’ peaceful ftream ; 
They rife, great Hecat fills the facred theme. 

So wills Medea ! (he prepares the rite 

Of myft’ry unrevea I’d to public fight, 

Myft’ry, whole treafure no enquiries wreft : 

’Tis lock’d for ever in the mufe’s breaft. 

High, and religious lore ! the votive mound, 

Where the bold warriors rear’d the temple’s round. 
Still to the goddefs’ fame its hight difplays, 

A faithful monument to future days. 

Now mem’ry wakes the chieftain’s foul ; the train 
Indulge reSeciion’s cares to Pbineus’ ftrain. 


of, as being animated by, piratical vio'ence $ violence con¬ 
formable with piinciples of ungovernable lienii'm j for thus 
we are taught to pronounce genuine barbarity ! Colchos, 

and the kingdoms including mount Caucafus had been con- 

%/ 

quered by Se!ac, king of Egypt, in the year A- C. 968, and 
Colchos then received iEetcs, and the regions of Caucafus, 

Prometheus for rheir viceroys, as I gvpt herfelf had received 
'Proteus in the year A C.909. under Amenophi?, (the Greek 
Mem non) who item> to have t: ausferred the capital of his 
Egyptian territories to his a*n favorite city of Sufa. The 
legend of Prometheus feems flrongly figurative of internal 
divihons even ‘ tearing the virals of government.* 

t The country of Paphlagonia, fituated between Bithynia 
and Pontus. 

The 
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The varying courfe who fpake from iEa's foil, 

Tho 5 yet unknown the billowy Tons of toil ; 

Fix’d to the path their eager wilhes burn ; 

When Argus counfels ; 44 Comrades, our return 
c To that fond city thro’ the path is led 
c Erewhile the truth-announcing prophet fpred; 

c Another yet the priefts of heav’n declare, 

; From Thebes descended, great Minerva’s care. 

( Nor yet o'er heav’n expands the myriad flame 

4 Of luminous ftars ; nor founds high Danaus* 

4C name; 

£ While, where, Apidanus, thy fountain flows, 

c Greece thro her realms her foie Arcadia (hows, 
Whofe ancient tenants, ere the lunar ray, 

With acorns pamper’d thro’ the mountains ftray. 
Nor yet, Deucalion, o’er the fubj eft race, 
Pelafgian king, thy gen’rous feeptre’s trace ; 
Parent of time-revered hods, thy morn, 

Oh ! Egypt, laughing mid the wealth of corn* 
When Tritons filver-glidin" dream around 
4 To plenty fattens each luxuriant bound, 

4 Nor lib’ral Jove unhuic’d the rip’ning fhow’r, 

6 But tides abunc/ant thro’ each flood-gate pour * 

44 Embattled 

• If in any fingle inftance truth may be diferiminated 
from fable, the fpirit of the latter in Grecian enthuhafin Hands 
higheft. The lii it country of Gi tece populated from Egypt* 
on a literal tonP.ru&ion of the foregoing pifture, was Arca¬ 
dia. 
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tl Embattled warrior , from this native home, 

(So records fpeak*) thy daring footfteps roam! 
<c To Europe, Afia, ftaik thy fons of fight; 

4C Proud of their arms, and confident of might; 

dia §. The inhabitants of this fpot were concluded to have 
boafted a priority of exiftence to the moon itfelf ; that is, 
continues Apollonius, before the age of Deucalion; or in 
more dire# words with refpect to the connection of Greece 
with Egypt, when Egypt was firft known; when even the name 
of the Nile was a ftranger to Grecian ears; or rather poffcif- 
ed that of Tritonia, as a facred appellation ; the ars magi- 
ca devolved fiom Egypt to Greece, and from a reverence 
to the number ‘three’ the title of* Tritonia,’ intimated the 
threefold chara&er of the Egyptian Minerva. From the pe¬ 
riod above refolved as fubfequent to that of Deucalion, it 
feeras very plain, that an allufion may. be conftrued to the 
real hiftory of the deluge; an opinion corroborated by the 

expreflicn, that the period in queftion was prior to the 
moon itfelf; prom'd by a much more able, not more zealous 
advocate for fcripture, to have typified the ark of Noah. We 
may farther colleft, on this conftru&ion, that the ancient 
Greeks poffefied notions, however indeterminate, of a period 
antecedent to the deluge, which may argue a more intimate 
acquaintance with theMofaic hiftory, through the channel of 
Egyptian traditions. On the principle, that the ark had fo 
peculiar a connexion with the figure of the moon, phUofophy 
may be permitted to indulge a reflection upon the lunar influ- 
, ence over the rife and fall of the tides, a diftinCt knowlege 
of which may not be gathered the juft triumph of Greece. 
This knowledge was left to the intellectual fuperiority of 
modern enquiries to afcertain from reafonings, confirmed by 
experience of the mutual attraction of the moon to our earth, 
and of the earth to the moon, varied in confequence of their 
varying positions one to the other. 

$ See remark on Arcadia. Appendix, Vol. IL 


Thou 
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*1 Thou great adventurer, through the world difplay’d 
66 Whofe myriads many a city’s ftrength invade: 

« Some, defarts low’r, their turrets others rear ; 

66 Revolving time had clos’d o’er many a year! 

“ While peopled R Ea to the rolling hour 
u Proud of her fons avows his prefent pow’r. 
u Ev’n now the tablets rear’d in honor’d row * 

“ With deeds of anceftry recording glow; 

4< Faithful 

* * Thefe * tablets, or rather « pillars of (tone, upon which 
are engraved maps of the continent, and of the ocean, are 
called ’ by Apollonius * jeugCts;, which, we are told, were of a 
fquare figure, like obelilks j thele delineations were traDfmit- 
ted to the Colchians by their forefathers, which forefather 
were from Egypt-' So lays Mi. Bryant, in his Analyfis, vol. h 

p. 386. 

The firft circumftance, which (hikes an obferver in the fore¬ 
going defeription, is the graven maps, graven as the idols of 
Col Chian worlhip j another ieems to require confederation, 
namely, the figures of Obthiks aferibed to their pillars 3 
thefe obelilks may be conllmtd derivative from pyramids j 
which like the temples afterwards evened by Greece to her 
deities boafted oiiginady but an humble form . The obelilk 
intended to perpetuate the prow els of fpirited adventure may 
furel) have had affinity with the pyramid dedicated to the fb- 
lernnities of a religion, fiift founded upon principles of ambi¬ 
tion : Thefe boalts of Egyptian arrogance were the true Her¬ 
culean pillars, *fo largely exemplified in Grecian heroiTm. 
The third objeQ of regaid is the fubterviency of ourpoet’sex* 
preflion, fignifying the extent of Colehian knowledge by fea, 
and by land, to Egyptian t.ifiiry; which applied the whole 

expanfe of earth, and ocean t>< lhole waves alone, and to thofe 
plains which it had travel Ud. 

The fchohalt exprefies the Viva (« virurn quern’) ver. 272. 

orig. to be Sdbnchofis, fbveieign of all Egypt. He in the 

days 
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cc Faithful each track his vent’rous warriors keep • 
u Where earth unbounded ftands, or heaves the 

deep. 

44 A river’s wide-furrounding currents fpread 


4C Huge ocean’s clofing * horn ; where navies fhede 


44 The cumb’rous freight; the fea-defying hoft 


44 Of farther climes the facred Ifter f.boaft. 


44 Ifter 


days immedialeJy fucceeding thofe of Orus the fon of Ifis and 
Ofiris invaded and deftroyed the whole continent of Afia, and 
many regions of Europe. Theopompus calls him Sefoftris. 
Herodotus, whofe hiftory our fcholiaft afferts to contain more 
accurate accounts of Sefoncbofis, defcribes him to have railed 

pillars, in every place which he had fubdued , as memorials of 
his conquefts; on thofe ere&ed in confequence of * voluntary 
furrenders ’ he exhibited ymixuav eubw emblematic of effemi¬ 
nacy * in tbcfe whom he wiftied to have fought. Coarfe fable 
of favage buffoonery, difgraceful to a conqueror! 

* With refpeft to the times of Sefonchofis,’ continues our 
fcholiaft, ‘ Apollonius reprefents no more than that “ many 
a generation bad largely flourilhed .* 1 The remark may be 
limited to the fituation of Egypt, wretchedly, it may feem, 
degraded in the period of the Argonautic expedition : A 
counterpart of declining Rome §, 


* Rivers (fays tbefcholiafi) are termed € horns of the fea}* 
but the Greeks may be concluded to have derived this appli¬ 
cation from a more venerable fource. The word exprefles in 

' the holy writings power and extent. The extent of the Ifter, 
as recorded by the poets of Greece, laid on this idea particu¬ 
lar claim to the appellation of the text* 

•j- The original fignifies * to conje&ure,’ &arex- 

fjfzm ‘ to lhew by certain figns.* Apollonius may therefore 

be 


§ Mule ruit fua. Hor. Epod. 
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* Ifter alone, immenfity of foil , 
c Beyond the northern ftorms with ceafelefs toil 
‘ Swells his loud murmurs, where in frowns on 

« high 

< Riphaean mountains neighb’ring heav’n defy; 

6 Ere Thracia’s rock-encumbered regions pafs’d, 
i Or kindred Scythia, fhiv^ing to the blaft 
‘ Of ice-lip’d Boreas, the full waters’ train 
{ Roll their wide torrent to Ionia’s main; 

‘ Or thro* the gulph profound with branching 
“ wave 

c Burft to the realm, Trinacrian billows lave, 

1 Burft to my native coaft, as Grecia’s earth 
6 (So fame be truth !) crowns Acheldus* birth,” 
The profp’rous omen fpeaks th’ etherial queen; 

A gen’ral tranfport hails th’ indulgent fcene ; 


beunderftood not to vouch for the wonderous aflertion of thefe 
dHlant nations, relative to the magnitude of the Ifter, 3s de¬ 
livered by our orator. The remaining defcription of the 
liter's courfe is accurate, and conformable with its earlier fix¬ 
ation; earlier, becaufe in procefs of time the fame continued 
river received different denominations, according to the dif¬ 
ferent countries through which it ran ; liter is now called the 

Danube, as defcribed by Apollonius. It feems to point out 
the whole continent of Europe from its boafting a more en¬ 
larged courfe than others, flowing through that portion of 
the globe, and in the poetical conftru6lion may * abforb * the 
reft. The river Acheloiis, with which this fpeech of Argus 
concludes, expreffes thofe parts of Greece inhabited by the 
Argonauts. # 
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This, this thedeftin’d courfc! heav’n’s fav’ring ftate' 
Pours the long luminous track, the beam of fate. 
There Lycus* offspring left, with rapturous mind 
The fails they fpread to ocean’s furge refign’d j 

Here fwells the diftant promontory’s f higbt. 

No look Carambis’ hills oppos'd invite ; 

Fair blow the breezes j fair the lambent flame 
Infpiring, anxious, Ifter’s wave they claim ; 

To vengeance rous’d the myriad Colchians hafte* 
Where rocks Cyanean rule the billowy wafte. 
While others feek the flood, determin’d band : 
Abfyrtus grafps the fceptre of command. 

He thro’ its arms where beauty fhines difplay’d* 
Rufhing provokes the fubjeds’ happier aid 
Undaunted travers’d the proteding plain, 

That wraps the bofom of Ionia’s main %. 

Remoter path ! where Ifter’s currents fmile 
Three angles mark thy gently rifmg ifle* 


*|* Paphlagonian mountains. 

J Here Abfvrrus loft every occasion offurprifmg the Argo - 

nauts, who f und thcmfelves however attacked afterwards by 
the Cyanean (quadron. The verfion makes an adjective of 
xsXn in the text preferably to a proper name: to the preten- 
fions cf the latter the editor will contentedly refign the pro¬ 
priety of his own. On the tablets mentioned in the forego¬ 
ing fpeech of Argus I omitted to obferve from Sir Ifaac New¬ 
ton that ‘ Scfac left, A°. A. C. 965. geographical tablets of 

his conquefts a; Colchos j whence geography had its rife. 

Peuca, 
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Peuca, whofe ample majefty extends 
Wide on the (bore, whofe narrow’d elbow bends 
To kifs the fportive ftream.; there, mighty flood, 
Divided torrents roll in angry mood ; 

The circling warriors this Areca calJ; 

That far beneath is Calus’ rapid fall $ 

Where fwift Abfyrtus, and his hofl purfue. 

—Beyond the bound’ries of the ifle their view, 

# 

The Grecian heroes fpring j the fhepherd leads 
His flocks innum’rous to the diftant meads. 

Secure to wander ; of the bark their dread, 

■ 

Huge as ftern Ocean's finny monfters fpread 
The whale-prolific reign j unknown before 
Th’ embattled vefifel on their peaceful fhore. 

Nor Scythia yet avow’d the league of * Thrace, 
Nor tbey 9 th’ advent’rous braves of northern race, 
Nor they 9 who toil, inhofpitable band, 

(Ter defart Sindus’ dreary waftes of fand. 

Now pafs’d the regions, where Angurus’ hight 
Heaves to the diftant promontory’s fight, 

Roll’d at whofe feet thy flood’s divided courfe 
Pours',. Ifter, to the deep : proud Colchos’ force 

* 

* Sir Ifaac Newton acquaints us, that Sefac king of Egypt 
conquered Thrace in the year A. C. 967. thirty years before 
the Argonautic expedition,* the diftratfions of Egypt enfued 

about the latter period. If the original is properly rendered, 
thefe feveral neighboring ftates of barbarians may be con¬ 
cluded ro have leagued together on the plan of independence 
\Vp°n their conquerors. 

I 2 
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Thence to Talauria bending Hern invade 

Old Ocean’s furge by gen’rous Saturn fway r d. 

And block each avenue to flight; their way 
Urg’d thro’ the farther ftream the Grecians ftray ; 
Wide-ope the twin-form’d ifles their foft’ring 
arms ; 

In this bright-lhone the temple’s hallow’d charms 
To Dian’s name ; they fly Abfyrtos’ hoft 
In peace defcending on the lifter coaft. 

Nor others, circling feats, their talk to prove; 

Such revYence waits their care, thou maid of Jove 1 
Full o’er the rejl th’ embattled Colchians glow. 

Intrench’d the fubjed main, and dar’d the foe; 

Far through the ifles extends their warrior-toil. 

Far to the flood encircling Nellis* foil. 

There Minyas’ race, in fcantier pow’rs their trull. 
Had funk, fuch numbers to oppofe, in dull. 

But fix’d the horrors of the war to ceafe 
The focial treaty knits the bands of peace. 

4 Petes’ will commands the radiant prize, 

* Toprofp’rous deeds if refllefs ardor rife; 

4 And plights a monarch’s faith-let treachYyY 
4 bieaft, 

4 Or valor’s folid arm the treafure wrell \ 

4 For thee, Medea, objed of the ftrifej 
4 Fierce they demand the tranfient gloom of life 
4 In chafte Diana’s fane ; till council’d Hate* 

4 Thy guardian, Juftice, point the furer fate, 

Mf 
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< If yet again thou feck a father’s dome, 

1 Or to the happier ifle of plenty roam, 

* Or if (thy fonder wMhes!) to attend 
‘ In realms of Greece, the lover, hulband, friend */ 
Weigh’d therefolve in ecftacy of grief. 

Wide from bis train fte calls the gen’roys chief; 
Calls, till remov’d from ev’ry ear, but thine; 

And thus the forrows of herjoul repine. 

“ Why, Jafon, why Medea’s ruin fought ? 
u Have giddy triumphs mar’d the grateful thought ? 
M Where is thy love, profefsM in mis’ry's hour 
“ Ah ! where the vows to Jove’s eternal pow'r 9 
Shield of the fuppliant ? once could'ft thou impart 
4< The Toothing promife of th’o’erflowing heart; 
u Lur’d by whofe arts with fond-prefuming uuad 
c< The palace’s rich fplendors I refign’d, 

** My country, parents f ev’ry bleffing dear ! 
u The halcyon s melancholy ftrain to hear; 


? 


* The ifle here intimated was Orchoraenus. The 0 *rt\?ig 
entitled diftributors of juftice feem to have been apes of 
Colchian royalty in the feveral iflands mentioned to have re¬ 
ceived the yoke of that nation’s tyranny. Little wonder that 
the princefs flioyld experience a (hare of terrors on the idea 
that fuch pigmies, too ufualiy parting to poflefs authority in 
proportion to their defires of abiding it, might receive her 
from the hands of her prefent proteftors, whofe interefts feera 
to have required fuch a facrifice. Whether from vifier, vice¬ 
roy, nabob, or deputy of deputies , a captive thus circumflanced 
would have no unreafonable expe&ation of infolence, oppref- 
fion, and death. 

I 3 ** Thy 
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<c Thy toil’s lov'd fuccor, and thy fafety’s guide, 
ec The monfters, giants, and the war defy’d ! 
cc Yon 5 fleece, the glory of thy voyage fee ; 

Yet own that glory was obtain’d by me ! 

♦ 

“ Lo! of my fex the feoff to Greece I fpeed; 
cc Thy love, thy fitter, and thy wife decreed !-— 
u Now dauntlefs urge the far! ! a father left, 
u Of thee ne’er widow’d be Mede2 reft; 

Protect me, as tbyfelf; this— truth demands: 

<c That law of hearts awaits to join our hands. 

C€ Elfe ’gainft my forfeit life thy fword difplay, 

To folly, great as mine, a willing prey ; 

Cc What if iEetes’ nod, thou trait’rous Greek, 

<c Lull’d by whofe arms the faithlefs league ye feek, 
Condemn me captive to a brother’s ire ! 

<c How (hall the daughter’s guilt confront a fire ? 
« Great were my glory !—no !—the pangs of grief, 
cc Due to my crime, were hopelefs of relief! 

4 

<c The crime Medea fought for Jafon’s weal ! 

<c Nor thou the bleffings of return {halt feel; 

44 Return ? not Juno thus rewards thy guile, 
cc Howe’er thy frenzy vaunt her guardian fmile. 

Diftra£Hon’s horrors to thy foul fhall throng ; 

<c In flern remenbb’rance of Medea’s wrong 

<£ Sunk as a dream the fleece, my mis’ry’s birth, 

cc Shall vanifh from thy grafp to depths of earth, 
iC No more (hall Greece allure thy longing eyes ; 

44 To feal thine exile (hall my furies rife; 


u From 
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* 

« From thee my many-fuff’ring fate I ’plain ! 

“ Nor falls the menace of my rage in vain ; 

« Falfe to thy love* to plighted faith forfworne! 

“ Relentlefs traitor! yet-—nor long I mourn, 

<c Not long the gen’ral taunts of fhame indure : 

“ Nor thefe foul perjur’d ties thy weal fecure \” 

* 

Whelm’d with affliction, frantic in her ire, 

Her paflion’s wifh the guiltlefs bark to fire ; 

Tear from its facred feat each nerve of oak: 

Then on the tow’ring pile her death provoke. 

When thus the chieftain, much his confcious breaft 
Fears for her fate, the Toothing note addrefs’d; 

“ Oh! calm thy rage !—nor thefe my he: rt dc- 
“ light j 

Our foie true welfare to delay the fight; 

“ Lo! what an hoftil cloud broods o’er the fea ! 
Wide roll its thunders, and their call for thee I 

4 

u Earth’s ev’ry habitant *, Abfyrtus’ aid, 

“ Would to a father yield the captive maid. 

Too 

# 

* Abfyrtus, brother of Medea, has been before noticed • 
in the office of charioteer to iEetes \ his ferviceabfe mafter 
of the horfe, and aftive prime min’.fter of his (tables 5 the 
office was evidently in higheft eftimation, from the appoint* 
ment of the royal heir thereto, whofe attention was a folid 
maintenance of ftate dignity, at a time when attention was 

not regarded as the drudgery of /laves. Abfyrtus was more¬ 
over deputed to the prefidency over a people under the fove- 
reigoty of Colchos. They who engage themfelves in the 
reconcilement of ancient hi (lory with chronology are in no 

i 4 point 
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Too fure deftru&ion, if with headlong rage 
Our little hoft their myriad troops engage ; 

cc And, (bitter anguifh to our clofe of toil!) 

44 Thyfelf abandon’d to the vigor’s fpoil: 

44 Hence , ours the fofter artifice to treat! 

44 Erelong his ruin our revenge (hall meet, 

* 

point more feverelycenfured than when they difcuii the Egyp¬ 
tian Dynafties; the multitudes of occafional rulers, with the 
dates affixed to tbeir refpe&ive reigns, preventing, as. forae 

critics ob/erve, fuch reconcilement . Chronology, like other 

literary topics, where obfcurity prevails, too familiarly tempts 

a writer to the adoption of a fyftem ; and if a favorite with 
the world of erudition his authority not unufually attra&s fuc- 
ceeding copyifts. We may refieft that many of thefe t)ynaf« 
ties fubfitted in troublefome times, which muft neceflarily oc- 
cafion interrupted and repeated fucceffions. This may ac¬ 
count perhaps for the inequality apparent in the reigns of 
the feveral rulers. But among the kings of Egypt it cannot 
be unfair to furmife, that viceroys were foroetimes included j 

when civil diftraBion thundered in the capital, thefe may not 

unfrequently have placed themielves upon the thrones of their 
degraded matters: for who can fix the boundary of fedition ? 
Some have pronounced ‘ many names exprefled in the dynaf¬ 
ties to have been merely titular,* titular, for fuch as they 
were, they were fovereigns. This very idea may lead to a 
confirmation of the foregoing comment: furely a chronolo- 
ger mutt be prefumed more effeelually informed, than to 

blunder in the relation of perfons, names, and things! Add 
that Apollonius tnoft probably copied the genuine mode of 

[peaking among the Egyptians, when he di/cufles their con¬ 
cerns ; be calls Abfyrtus king, in confequence of his deputa¬ 
tion from iEetes, with the fame unembarraffed eafe, as when 
he applies it to iEetes himfelf. We may not forget that 

jEetes was no more than viceroy under the fovereign of Egypt 

u Nor 
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“ Nor more the neighb’ring ifle its falchion draws; 
“ To pleafe the Colchian !—’tis Medea's caufe! 

« * No more Abfyrtus 5 hateful zeal defies; 

No more a brother’s voice aflerts the prize; 

“ ’Gainft Colchos ftill the battle’s ardor burn, 

« Ev’n undenied with thee my wifh’d return !” 
Soothing he clos’d ; (he fpeaks the word of death; 
Attend this counfel of Medea’s breath ! 


“ I who have dar’d guilt’s dreary bights to climb, 

“ Still urge, as paffion fires, ambition’s crime; 
u I, who, as heaven’s eternal will decreed, 
iC Have fix’d the purpofe of deftru£Hon’s deed. 
l< Tempt not the baleful point of Colchos’ fpear; 

“ Myfelf to Jafon’s fight a brother cheer! 

<* A friend falute him fpread the lavifh ftore! 
u Far from the heralds of his hoft my lore 

«* Perchance may Jure him, from the train apart, 
u To lift the diftates of a fitter’s heart 1 
“ This, if thy thoughts approve, at once I yield ; 
14 His death on Colchos, fpurs thee to the field.” 
Thus mutual treafon urg’d the ruinous wiles. 
Their gifts preparing with envenom’d fmijes! 

And chief the veft that ftream’d th’ empurpled glow j 

Such, Amazonia’s queen, thy loves beftow 1 


• This alludes to the deftru&ion of Abfyrtus in the fuc- 
ceeding interview between him, Medea, and Jafon, in the 
veftibule of the temple. 


For 
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For Bacchus weav’d, fair work of cv’ry grace, 

On that foft ifle, which ocean’s tides , embrace, 

O’er filial Thoas thence its glories (hine j 
At once, Hypjipile y who made it thine. 

Thy Jafon’s now ! his drefs the radiant prize; 
Where various gems in various fplendor rife. 

Nor thine, whoe’er thou art, whofelot to poize, 
Thy touch to fatiate, or fufpend thy joys! 

* Heav’n wafted fweets of rich ambrofia thrill, 
Erefince the god luxuriant treafures fill 
Of wine’s, of neclar’s flow ; his rulhing arms 

Thy daughter, Minos, lur’d with all her charms; 

From Gnoflian feats fhe fpeeds, by Thefeus’ love 
Defer ted, doom’d his abfence here to prove, 

* This veftment was of facred origin. It may be obferved 
that every event of profane hiftory, as recorded by poetical 
enthoiiafm, was attributed to fome amorous intercourie of its 
fabulous divinities. Thence arofe the application of a«, ori¬ 
ginally a proper name, though afterwards reduced into an 
epithet conformably with its firft conftru&ion. The eftablifli- 

ment of coionies is more immediately deductible from this 

& 

fource. The whole of heathen devotion flowed from the pre¬ 
valence of paffion- No other argument is requifite to con¬ 
vince reafon of its fallacy. Bacchus is fabled, after coloniz¬ 
ing the ifle of Naxos, to have planted a whole continent. The 
epithet, or the proper name A/a feems therefore to have arifen 
from the more heroic exertions of this adventurer. They 
who read Apollonius as a poet may have little relifh for his 
corapofition, the cbara&er of which is flmplicity itfelf} place 
this poet in* his genuine fituation of hiftorian, and we 
fiwli experience beauties gradually improving to our view. 

Medea 
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Medea haftes; th’ aflbciate herald meets, 

fair mbaffy of peace her converk greets; 

A brother woo’d, ’mid night’s incumbent reign. 

To join.a filler at th' appointed fane ; 

There will her voice the talk of fraud reveal; . 

Wrap’d with the radiant fleece a daughter’s zeal 
Will tread her father’s dome; nor more betray’d 
By Phrixus’ offspring fink a captive maid. 

At once refign’d th’ enchantment's magic care 
Floats, wide-difpers’d, on rapid wings of air 5 
Charms , which the mountain’s bolder hights could 
fway, 

And from each favage wreft c his evening-prey.’ 
Too cruel Love, thou fport of fickle Fate! 

Source of affliftion’s figh, of vengeful hate! 

Thou heart of mourning, where in fullen mood 
f Th’ unnumber’d c family ’ of evils brood. 

Stern pow’r, whofe terrors roufe the kindred ire. 
Why thus the virgin-will to crimes infpire ? 

Speak how a brother’s lofs affedlion fues ! 

For fuch the ftrain that wakes a faithful mufe.—• 

By Colchians wafted to the lovely mead 

< 

Of Dian’s worlhip, fo the truce decreed, 

In various tradis wide-pouring o’er the main 
Wheel from the reft apart th’ attendant train; 

Slow fteps the chief in ambufli o’er the coaft, 

To crulh Abfyrtus, and his focial hoft ; 

t * And all the mournful family of yews.’ Pop?. 
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He by the promis’d converfe lur’d to fliore 
Urg’d thro* the billowy wilds the dafhing oar; 

And trod the facred ifle with midnight walk 
To join a fitter in affeflion’s talk. 

Incautious youth, the torrent’s wint’ry tide 
As fafely ftem’d, to human ftrength deny’d ; 

Yet would thy frenzy tempt her firen heart 
To fnare the fons of Greece with fmiles of art! 
Their mutual wills alient ; proud Grecia’s lord 
Springs from the lhade, and grafps the brandifh’d 
fword; 

Veil’d was her face, averted was her eye. 

As one who could not fee a brother die, 

Medea ftands ; as the huge viflim’s force 
Cleav’d by the butcher-prieft’s relentlefs courfe, 

So (Jafon eyes the temple’s radiant frame 
Rais’d by the pious hofts to Dian’s name) 

Pierc’d in the veftibule Abfyrtus fell; 

Ere to tbelaft, laft figh his forrows fwell, 

Each reeking hand receives the gulhing ftream, 
Burtt o’er her veil’s, and veftment’s purer gleam: 
Your looks afkant, all-conjjueringfuries, roll} 
Your joy, the deed, which fpeaks th’ unfeeling 


foul! 


Now 


• From this addrefs of the poet to the Furies we are parti¬ 
cularly led to a conftru&ion, that Abfyrtus was a facrifice to 
thofe attendants upon the queen of magical incantations. 
However we may reprobate the murder of a brother as the 
tmcatural refolve of a filler, yet this very cenfure more am- 
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Now fever’d from the trunk the limbs difplay’d, 
Firft' fruits to him whofe reign th* infernal lhade. 

Thrice 


ply vindicates the conduct of Apollonius ; the fituation of 
Medea fcarcely admitting an a& lefs favage. Add to thi^ 

that as (he was confcious of a treacherous ddlgn again ft Ab- 
fyrtus, (he might not unreafonably be difpofed to fufpett a 
fnnilar defign againft herfelf on his part. Indeed her firft ap- 
prehenfions were, left her brother, when (he was delivered up 
to him by the Greeks, (hould immediately convey her to the 
hand of their father, for which purpofe (he knew him to have 
been fent in purfuit of the Argonauts* Jafon’s whole fecurity 
depended upon the murder of Abfyrtus; the death of the 

leader, he had already aflerted, would deprive the Colchians 
of afliftanee from the fubjeft iflands. But Jafon had already 
experienced a violation of the facred laws of hofpitality, the 
little regard to oaths, in the barbarity of the Colchian fove- 
reign 5 and what expe&ation could he poffibly conceive, but 
that of excruciating torture, and ignominious death from 
fuch a monfter, arm'd with full power over bis captive perfonj 
and a prifonei- he was fure of being made, if not deftroyed by 
the great fuperiority of his Colchian opponents, and their 
allies, unlefs ‘ dis aliter vifum 

I mean not to infift upon the refemblance of the event a* 
hove recorded to the hiftory of a murder delivered by, and 

adorned with foblimeft language in the book of truth 5 but I 
confeis myfelf to have been ftruck, on a firft impreflion by 
the former, with the picture of the latter; in which the co¬ 
lors are more hightened. and the drapery more foleranly dig¬ 
nified. The whole paifage is (ubmitted. 

judges, chap. v. ver. *3.—“ Curfe ye, Meroz, faith the an¬ 
gel of the Lord; curie ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof j 
becaufe they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of 
the Lord againft the mighty. 

Ver. zq. “Blefled above women (hall Jae! the wife of Heber 
the Kenite be; bldfed (hall (he be above women in the tent. 

Ver. i S . 
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Thrice fip’d the gore, and thrice, myfterious rite, 
Pour’d from his lip, the tafk of murd’rous might, 
The chief inhumes the blood-defil’d remains, 

Still plac’d his a&es in Abfyrta’s plains j 

Full to their view up-held the torch's beam, 

(Such from the faithful maid the fignal’s ftream !) 

. 1 

Ruft the bold youths of Greece ; refiftlefs meet 
Their Argo’s fcantier powers the Colchian fleet, 

Whofe lot, deftru&ion ; thus the kite’s fell ire 

Stern o’er the dove-cote broods! thy monarch ire,. 
Fierce lion, thus the lowing herd apalls ; 1 

Scarce known to fafety ’mid the trembling flails. 
Death not a Colchian fpares ; the fpoilers claim 
Their deftin’d prey, a widc-devburing flame ; 

Nor they the fuccor, Jafon yields, demand 5 
Your fears for him alone, ye gen’rous band. 


Ver. 25. “ He afked water, and (he gave him milk, (he 
brought butter in a lordly dilh. 

Ver. 26. “ She put her hand to the nail, and her right hand 
to the workman’s hammer * (he fmote Sifera j (he fraole off 
hu head ; 

Ver. 27. st At her feet he bow’d; he fell ; be Jay down ; at 
her feet be bow’d j he fell 5 where he bow’d, there he fell 
down.” 

It is impoflible to read the defcription, and not minutely 
trace the regular procefs of this bloody a&ion, the introduc¬ 
tion of which is hazarded in a comment on another murder 
of profane tradition, without, it is prefumed, too fantaftic 
a mixture tending to depreciate that pure religion, to whole 
interdh my humble labors (hall ever be cheerfully devoted. 

Their 
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Their future courfe the warrior-wills purfue, i 
In council met 5 Medea tow’rs'to view, . » 

And Peleus firft began j “ Th’advice be mine! 

“ While night’s thick gloom prevails, no more 
tc decline 

“To mount the rapid bark, intent to row 
“ That adverfe path, which mocks the thirfty foe j 

“ Wak’d with the dawn no full-perfuaiive ftrain 
“ Shall wooe their hofts to chace us o’er the main, 
“ When all they learn 3 no more their monarch’s 
cc eves 

J 

<c Forbid 3 fell Difcord with her fiends (hall rife j 
“ Nor hard the talk, as wide the nations ftray, 

“ To ftem with quick return the billowy'way.” 

He fpake! the youths applaud 3 they quit the Ihore, 
Rear the proud fail, and bend the ceafelefs oar \ 
Laft of the clujler greet Ele&ris’ ifte. 

Where glides, Eridanus, thy filver fmile. j 

Arous’d to vengeance of their murder'd king 
The Colchian hoft o’er waves Saturnian fpring ; 
They ruth, where Argo wafts her Minyan care 5 

-—Yet wing’d her light’nings thro’ the clam’rous 
air, 

Heav’n’s queen th’ approach denies j return’d, their 
dread, 

iEetes’ horrors tlyjnd’ring o’er their head. 

To fix their neighb’ring homes fatigu’d they bend. 

Some to the wide-incircling ifles defeend, 

By 
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By warriors held of high Abfyrtua* race * 

And fome, where rolls the flood’s * Illyrian grace, 
Where Cadmus’ aftes join the facred bride; 

Boldly they rear the towVs embattled pride 

Faft by Enchelia’s fons ; or yon proud bills, 

' Ceraunian bights, the myriad exile fills. 

For fuch their name, ere fince eternal Jove 

Fierce to th’ eppojing ifle the wand rers drove. 

Hail’d the fair profpedt of return, f the band 
Chain the fix’d halfers to HjlUa's land ; 

Where far-proje<3ing ifles faefiege the deep. 

And pilots 0*udder, while the courfe they keep. 

The focial warriors clofe their mutual ire. 

The future voyage faithful councils fire; 

Borne t owhofi zeal the Tripod’s rich reward ; 
The pledge, thou radiant fun, of Love’s regard, 
Whofe ftores to Jofon’s zeal thy hands refign, 
Much favor’d Hjifrtant of Pythia’s fhrine. 


• The region of Illyricum was fo denominated from Illy- 
rias. Ton of Cadmus, and Harmonia 5 whom it may perhaps be 
of little fervice to remark as not in the leaft complimented 
for poffeffion of harmony, unlefs in the union of arms and arts 
in the perfons of Cadmus and herfelf. The Encheles, inha¬ 
bitants of the ifland at the period deferibed by Apollonius, 
may have been fo named from their warlike ufe of the fpear; 
unlefs the appellation be rather concluded a reference to the 
country, as abounding with ferpents5 or to the r wor{hip of 
that animal by the inhabitants whoboafttd Egyptian origin. 

t The Argonauts, who had already received an omen of 
Juno’s favor. 

His 
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///V themethe voyage, and cbyfelf his god. 

Two maffy Tripods fheave 5 Fiate’s Tav’reign nod 
Had ftamp’d the Aire decree, where er they glow, 

No fpoil the region to th 5 invading .foe. 

Ev’n now in earth conceal’d the facred prize, 

Where Hylla’s tow’cs in modeft beauty rife % 

Deep in the centre laid ; from age to age 

# 

No human eye its hallow’d beams engage?-}*. 

Nor Hyllus.greets theirview ! thy thrillingcharms. 
Oh 1 matchlefs virgin, to Alcides* arms 

Gave the lov’d boy, in fair.Phasacia’s home,; 

Of old the warriorls ft^ps thy palace roam, 

*Naufith6u$,,lbon refign’difor Maoris’ dime. 

Great Bacchus’ .tiur/e^ to footh-the bloody crime 

Of 

* 

t The fcholiaft acquaints us, that the burial of the tripod 
very deep in the earth was a talk conformable with oracular 
commands. May not the trjpod, ftriped of its poetic 
fplendor, imply the riches of the ifland in general, which it 
wasufual for the inhabitants of countries, particularly in the 
vicinity of the ocean, to conceal, on the apprehenfions of in- 
vafion ? If fuch. the allowed interpretation, the invader after 
infpefting for a fttort time the face of the country would be 
eafily induced to quit the place, together with his defign. The 
difcouraging circumftances of its Ihore from attempts of mak¬ 
ing land might have been their bell and trued proteflion, and 

the introdu&ion of the oracle a mere compliment to theprin. 
ciples of mythology. 

f 

* Phseacia, governed by Naufithous in the earlier age of 
Hercules. It was an ijland of the Ionian fea; Melite the 
nymph, who produced Hyllus,gave name, to an ifland. fituated 

Vox., il. K .between 

— 
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Of harmlefs infants flain.——^Egea's flood 
Thy fire, oh! Naiad, whom in am’rous mood 
Hi? limbs comprefs’d ; and Hyllus fprang to light; 
Life’s rofy morn awak’d his diftant flight 5 
A flave no more he treads the fea-girt reign. 

But fpurns the tyrant nod, and burfts his chain. 
With force colle&ed, brave Phceacia’s pride 9 
He ftems thy billowy rage, Saturnian tide; 
Naufithous’ arm direfts the roaring way 
When ruihing on the lhore be finks, the prey 

Of hate % Mentorian, while huge oxen feel 
His plund’ring conteft——yet, ye maids, reveal, 

Celeftial Mutes, how the hoft retreats 
By realms Aufonian, and Liguftian featsy 
The Stsechada? yclep’d ; athwart the deep, 

Say, how her courfe could folid Argo keep, 
Confpicuous ftru£lure ? the long courfe to bend 
Whence urg’d th’ occafion ? and what gales her 
friend * ? Abfyr- 


between Italy and Epirus; or, if we prefer the later authority 
of Pliny, between Pha?acia (Corcyra) and Illyricum. Phsa« 
cia was dilttnguifbed for its fruits, a figure whereby its riches 
may in other refpe&s have been intimated. From Ph^acia 
Hyllus palled into Italy; an expedition, which having been 
made under the authonry of Naufithous, who permitted his 
fubjefts to embark: upon it, may lead to the intended fettle- 
ment of a colony of Phreacians in that kingdom of Saturn 
(now of Satan) by a more regular plan of emigration. 

% The Mentores. 

* It has been urged, among other objections of a fimrlar 

nature, by the cauftic framer of ft net ares upon Apollonius, 

that 
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Abfyrtus now no more, thy vengeful ire 

Awakes, dread Jove, and burns with all its lire; 

< Such deed extreme of horror! Circe’s will 1 

(So runs the mandate!) * for the trait’rous ill 
* Gives you to wafh the ftain of blood ; the woe 
c Innum’rous, fcourge of your return, lhall flow.* 
Unknown Abfyrtus’ fate, their toils renew, 

Each ifle, the fiat of Colchians, funk to view, 

v 

Wide o’er the furge whole cluftYmg honors fpread 
From founding lffa’s, to Pituia’s head. 

And now Corey r a ’s feenes the warriors trace f 
Where dwelt the \ nymph, Afopus’ darling grace. 

So 


that * the return of the Argonauts to Greece is unneceffarily 
circuitous, and indeed irreconcileable.’ On the idea of ex¬ 
pectation in the heroes, (for we fervently expeft, what we 
fincerely wiih !) to indulge themfelves in the enjoyment o: 
their native country, the delay occafioned by the ‘ cours 
d’alentour ' Teems evidently injudicious. But 4 deus interfit’ 
and the poet at once is cleared. The Argonautic expedition 
may be concluded from various particulars recorded in the 
legend, to ‘grafp* a long train of ancient fettlements under¬ 
taken by voyaging adventurers for years before, and after the 
period, ufually adjudged to its date; I know not how fufE- 
ciently to account for the extreme deviation of the Greek* 
from the courfes which they failed, and rowed to Colchos, in 
their return from that kingdom, otherwife than by the above 
conftruftion. The poet himfelf may Teem to have been aware 
of the objection, by jhe ftudied folemnity, in which the deity 
is introduced upon theoccafion. 

f Corcyra; which place, fodenominated from this daugh- 
ter of Alopus, (the fame with Cercyra in the text) we may 

K a obferve 
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So Ocean’s pow’r decreed ! her beauties move,. 
From Phlias fnatch’d, th* fever of his love, 

L 

Scenes where eternal night the groves difplay’d- 
By vent’rous failors call’d Cercyra’s {hade. 

By Melita’s foft meads with profp’rous gale. 

And bold Ceroflus’ bights they fwell the fail f 
Quit fair Nymphxa’s wide-extended land, 

Where great Calypfo lifts her ruling hand ; 
Heav’d to Olympus peeps Ceraunia’s hill. 

When Juno , confcious of Jove's vengeful will. 
Friend of their weal, and anxious for their courfe r 
Urg’d tire brifk tempeft with oppofing force. 
Wheel’d from the track abrupt th’ unwilling oar 
Diverted feeks Eledris’ rugged Ihore ; 



obferve the poet to fituate in the neighborhood of Phseacia,- 
rather than conclude it the fame with that illand.. Phseacia 


in procefs of time received the former not improbably under 
its jurifdi&ion, and they might then have had one common ap¬ 
pellation. There is a turn upon the words in the proper 
name alluding to the * fombrenefs' of the.groves in 

Cercyra. A term not ill fuited to the firiHmpreffions readily 
made upon mariners, without a deliberate examination of 


objects From many fueh epithets names have been affixed for 
years which had been given to countries when firft knowm 
From more recent voyages, modijbly engaged in for the pur- 
pofe of difcovery in cockie-fhells and favages, names are 
given frequently from that of the commander , or other gal¬ 
lant perfon, and not unfrequently trom impreffions firailar 
to that above particularized by Apollonius. 


The 
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The fudden crafli.with more than human groan 
rSbakcs each ftern rib of oak, an hollow, moan ; 

Tofs’d o’er the cent’ral deep the facred frame.} 
Minerva’s art, Dodona’s ftrength her claim % ! 

Each warrior finks abafh’d with palfying fear; 

A God in rage, his thund’ring voice they hear.; 

< Your’s the full perils of the wat’ry way, 

* Lo! ftorms th 5 inevitable frown difplay, 

•< On you their-fall, till Circe purge the deed, 

{ Whose treach’ry gave Petes’ fon to bleed/ 

The twin-born brothers (fuch the will!) prepare 

To wooe th 1 eternal gods with anxious pray’r-; 

That fafe the hoft Aufonia's wave may run, 

And Circe hail, dread offspring of the fun *. 

When twilight fteals o’er earth fuch Argo’s foundl 
Forth the twin-warriors from the council’d round 

J The very fame expreffion in the original is applied to the 
(hip Argo. B. I. v.527. orig. 

* Caftorand Pollux Tons of Apollo are confiftently fele&ed 

for the purpofe of deprecating the anger of the gods, occa¬ 
sioned by the murder of Abfyrtus 5 Circe, and her brother 
/Eetes being likewife ‘children of the fun/ Apollo was 
tutelary deity of the magic land of Colchos. The refidence 
of Circe we learn from B. III. v. 311 to have been in the E- 
trufcan regions, and die is not improperly dire&ed to inter- 
pofe in the expiation of a crime committed at the inftigatioa 
of her niece Medea, pricftefsof Hecate 5 Circe bore in her 
own dominions the fame bewitching office, inftituted as a trap 
for the infanity of popular faith. 

IC 3 


Spring; 
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Spring} and the vow pour’d fervent from their 

bread, 


Stretch their rais’d hands \ defpondence chills the 



For much ye fuff’rers feel, ye Minyan train ! 

—Th’ expanded canvas wings them o’er the main; 
Wings them embofom’d in the roaring tide, 
Eridanus, where clos’d ambition’s pride j 
Fall n the rafli Jlripling from a father’s car 
Black with the flafhing bolt’s avenging war, 

FalPn in the gulph profound \ the vapor’s breath 
Ev’n now high-wafted from the ftroke of death ! 
!No fw'ifteft pinion o’er the waters fpread 
Can pafs the fpot, where flames inceflant died 

Attra <3 the writhing vidim, many a maid 
Fond fitter fobing in the pop!ar-(hade 

Trills the foft melancholy plaint of woe $ 

From all, the lucid drops of amber flow, 

Flow from each orb of love; the parent ray 

Smiles o’er the fand, and wipes the tear away. 

But when the tempeft’s far-refounding roar 

Urg’d the wild billow, and o’erflow’d the (bore. 

Swift to the boiling ftream the waters roll. 
Collected mafs of Ocean’s flern control. 

But—lift the Celtic tale ! 6 The pow’r of light 
4 Each horror of the whirlpool fwell’d to fight, 

4 Swell’d with thofe tears,which burft in forrow’s ftrain 

4 What time the facred Hyperborean train 


4 His 
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4 His prefence fought; th* etherial fcenes iefign’d, 

% 

< He flies the cenfures of a father’s mind ; 

•< A fon the fource of rage; Coronis gave 

< The hoy to light by f Amurus’ wealthy wave.* 

Such from the Celtic hoft Tradition’s famel 

Nor your’s, ye vent’rous tribe, th’ impatient claim 
To foothekeen thirft and rav’nous hunger fill, 

■Or roufe to notes of joy the reft Iff will. 

Each hour with heavinefs of languor paf^d. 

Such od’rous fumes their baleful poifon cart, 
Unutterable woe ! the troubled ftream 

/ * m* 

Pours from the fmoking | corfe deftru&ion’s fleam. 

Sounds 

9 

t Amurus flowed through the region o { lateraa introduced 

by the text in this pafiage only throughout the work. The 
•liver Amu*us however occurs B. I. ver. 596. and the Argo¬ 
nauts are there reprefen ted to have faffed by it in their courfe 
to Colchos. It conftituted a part of Theflaly, and was fitu- 
ated not far from the mountains Offa ami Olympus. Coronis 
jsaflerted by Pindar to have been daughter of Phlegyas, who 
was moft feverely puniflied for an exeicife of revenge again# 
Apollo, the violator of his daughter’s cbaftify. I cannot 
omit to mention the dignified folemhity with which an human 
found is applied to the Argo, with the pprfonal appearance of 
Jupiter in anger, conveyed in the bappieft fpirit of oiiental 
imagination. The little epifode of Phaethon with his fitters 
lamenting his fall, and changed into poplars, is a picture of 
mufical defcripfion. 

+ The body of Phaethon before mentioned to have fallen 
into the river Eridanus j this river, together with the Rhone, 
oclo.nged to the ’Celtic kingdom. The Eridanus, fays the 

K. 4 text; 
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Sounds, ’mid th* incumbent night invade their gars. 

T bat f peak the Jj/ler-pangs ; the tide of tears 
Pour down their cheeks in melancholy mood > 

And fwell the confcious current of the floodv 
Now thro’ the Purges of the Rhone profound, 

Who joins, Eridanus, thy roaring found. 

Ye heroes roll; the ftreams’ united force 
Contracted ft'ruggles for a wider courfe ; 

This proudly rufhing from the womb of earth. 

The gates and chambers of the night its birth, 

text, has three communications.with the ocean, with the Sa¬ 
turnian, the Ionian, and Sardnian feas. The Sow of the 
Eridamis through feveral channels into the latter may be 
efteemed a facrifice to Egyptian myfterioufnefs of calculation, 
correfponding with the ‘ feptem oftia Nili,' and the • feptem 
porfas Thebarum :* we are now entered into the regions of 
Jtafr through the ‘finus Sardoos,’ in the language of * Clau- 
diair. From the^ antiquity a/cribed by the Greek writers to 
the Celtic origin, wef may conclude the very early fettlement 
of Italy j which indeed feeras to be ultimately deducible from 
thfe fabulous' reign of Saturn in tho/e dominions. The con- 

iie&idnof tbefe Celts with the primary traditions of our own 
iflandroccaftons our more interred attention. But I conjec¬ 
ture, fha't, if the Grecian [records of Celtic /lory bear very 
firong marks of fable, our own may, in many inftances, re¬ 
ceive the fame imputation. Tradition in its commencement 
is, every ftafe duly confidered, the exertion of more favage 
minds, add therefore fuperllition is its directing genius, 
rather than truth, and enthufiafm rather than love of in¬ 
formation. 

f De Bell. Getic. ver, 218. 
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Bids Ocean here avow his fubje£t-train. 

And there the torrent to Ionia's main 
Burfts its rude way ; the wild Sardoan deep. 

Where fev'n expanded mouths their vigils keep, 
Ope the third paffage, inlet to the meads ; 

Bold mid'the ftorm the gallant chieftain* leads; 

Such the time^honor’d Celt's unbounded landt 
Accuftom'd' perils hover o'er the band. 

To oceanY bofom earth's projecting arm 
Wide heaves, ftern* menacing the wreck's alarm; 

Nor their’s* were fafety ; but* the powY, whole eyts 
The fcene furvey,. quick-rufhes from the-ikies j 

Her throne th' Hercyrcian rock; hervoice your dread. 
Ye warriorsj heav’n loud thund’ring o ? er your head ! 
Back, by the godcfefs whirl'd, the path they find. 
To their lov'd country’s charms each thought refign'd 
From many a ling’ring toil, the fea-beat flrand 
Th’ afylum yields, (fuch Juno’s dread command !) 

Amid the myriad Celts the dauntlefs hod 
Wander unknown, and tread Liguria’s coaft; 

Her train the tutelary goddefs ihrowds. 

Where ftalk their footfteps, with a veil of clouds* 
Heav'd to the foft’ring harbor’s cent'ral fmile 
Secure their anchor greets the circling ifle *, 

Their 


9 In the original the Sttechadje are fpecified ; thefe were a 
clufter of iflands in Liguria, now called * les ifles d’Hiaes/ 
near the coait of MarfeiUes. The proverb acquaints us, that 

1 the fartheft way about is the neareft way home** However 

this 
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Their ready fuccor, Jove, th y filial train, 
ifhofie high reward the confecrated fane, 

And flirine luxuriant; guardians of the courfe. 

Nor this alone, the * future vefiels’ force 
ByJ ove’s decree confign’d ; they quit the coaft; 
The fair breeze wings them to «®thalia’s hoft. 

Wip’d with the gather’d flints their labors’ dew, 
Whofe myriad rays congenial colors drew. 

They ftalk the beech j and hence the treafur’d charms 

Of miflil weapons, or prote£Uve arms ! 

The gen’ral ardor rolling years proclaim. 

The haven grac’d with facred Argo's name. 

High o’er th’ Aufonian furge they fpread the fail, 
Tyrrhenian earth tbeir gazing raptures hail; 
iEaja’s harbor yields the welcome (lore; 

Faft bound their halfers to the circling fhore. 

this circuitous return of the Greeks from Colchos feems to 
have been intended by the poet on the principle of geo¬ 
graphical inftru&ion, which be appears to have faithfully af¬ 
forded* as far as the knowledge of his age extended- 
■ 

* By the indulgence to the Minyae, orGreeks, of the (hips 
poflefTed by the defendants of thufe, who at the period of 
the Argonautic expedition inhabited the Stsechadje i/les, a 
connexion between them in future ages is implied. They 
who underhand this expedition in a commercial light, may 
thence deduce an argument in favor of their hypothecs j if 
however we place it in a mode confident with the chronology 
of Sir ilaac Newton, we may be juftified from fcriptural au¬ 
thority in the opinion, that commerce had, at this time, 
with refp-wft to Grecian improvement emerged but newly 
from the fpirit of barbarifm, plunder, and deftru&ion. 

There 
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There Circe’s toil her {tuning front to lave, 

(So cuftom’d !) plung’d into the midnight wave. 
Thus urg’d the horrors of her dream ! with blood 
Her chambers reek, dalh’d with the burfting flood 
Each ileamy wall! the rufhing flame devours 
The draught envenom’d, foul of magic pow’rs. 

Lur’d by whofe fpell {he ’witch’d the ftranger-gueft. 
Whoe’er approach’d \ with vital ftreams reprefs’d. 

Pour’d from each rav nous hand, the fiery tide* 

Each terror banifh’d, and refum’d her pride. 

When beams the rifing morn, with ocean’s flow 
Her treffes’ bloom, and various veftment glow j 
While beafts, unlike the crude-devouring race, 
Unlike of limb to man’s o’er-ruling grace, 
Promifcuous own their ill-adapted birth. 

As wand’ring from the pen their tracks of earth, 
Their flocks the fhepherd wooe ; thegrov’ling herd, 
Thefe, and a myriad more to life prefer’d 
Old Nature in her whims’ unruly care, 

Strange compofitions, mix’d \ confirming air 
Nor yet had mail’d their joints, nor yet difplaya 
The fupple moifture to the folar rays j 
All-trying years more Ihapeful order gain : 

Dubious of form they roam, her fubjedl train 

Fear 

* This defcription of the enchantments pra&ifed by Circe, 
as Dr. Jortin humoroufly . exprefles himfelf concerning the 
Sibyl, the * mother Shipton ’ of Grecian antiquity, evinces 
the picture of the golden fleece, the dragon, the bulls, and 

parti- 
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Fear feiVd' the warriors’ foul ! all y all defcry. 
Fix’d o’er her face, and* poring on her eye. 

In Girce’s looks a new j£eces ipring, 

Uonfefs’d a lifter of the Go'chi an king. 

Thus burfting from her dream of fullen dread. 
And fwift retreating, by the band fhe led 
The pair, thrice welcom’d with attractive arts, 
While Jafon’s awe-commanding will imparts 
To all the firmer mind ; with fonder care 
Himfelf attendant of the Colchian fair ; 

Calm, as the goddefs rules, their Heps obey. 
Urg’d to the dome of Circe’s hallow’d fway ; 
Her fats fhe proffering yields, refle&ive roll. 
Fix’d on her guefts the difiates of her foul; 


particularly in reference to this paflage the gradual growth of 
fhe warriors from the dragon's teeth io*n in the earth, to have 
flowed from the fame fource- The roetamorphofis of human 
into brutal forms is a well known qualification of Circe, in 
whole territories adjoining toihe ocean the magic rites were fa¬ 
miliarly practifed. An enlargement of the foregoing con- 
flruffion may be attempted in the Grecian do&rine of tranfc 
migration* The reduflion of the forms before mentioned in¬ 
to order by a courfe of years may be leconciled to the progreffive 
, flare of Juch do3rire in the days of Apollonius. It is confi¬ 
dently recorded to have flowed from Pythagoras; but various 
degrees of tranfmigration were occasionally received among 
the defendants of Minyas, and different fentiroents were at 
different times adopted by its rra&ifers; indeed the fyflem 
tfeif was never rendered in the Ieaft degree reconcileable 
fhat with the wild principles of its author. 

It rofe, flak’d for its hour, and fcll.-j 


They, 
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The/, loft to fpeech, (he hearth’s low centre ftalk y 
Bourn of the Wretched fiippltarft’s holy walk, 

CJafpM in each hand her'face,‘the royal maid 
Treads foletnn ; he the rnafly fword difplay’d. 

In earth "its point, : that 5 pierc’d f thc Cokhiao boyj, 
Their humbler eyes no lifted look employ. 

Th’ enchantrefs well the fcene of murder knew,. 
Whofe horrors to atone the murd’rers flew# 

Rever’d the juftice of eternal Jove 
Whofe boundlefs ire 1 the fiends of daughter prove } * y 
Though ‘ftill the fuppliant’s fliield, Ihe fpreads the 
rite 

Sacrifical to purge the guilty might 

Of fuch for pardon, at the hearth whofe ftand ; 
The pious offering cull’d, with pondering hand 
She proftrates at their feet, to foothe the crimes 
f Of hue unvaried by the breath of time. 

The new-born offspring of the fwine her fpoil, 
Whofe fwelling teats proclaim the mother’s toil- 
Her arm diftain’d with gore, the rev’rend knife,. 
Wak’d to their vows,, expels the vidtim-life ; 

* Jupiter is faid * to be offended with, and yet to aflift mnr- 
dererj.' From his peculiar patronage of fuppliants it may be 
concluded that his feverity was employed againft thofe who* 
guilty of the crime of murder, infolemly refufed to acknow¬ 
ledge its enormity. The text w f »uld run let's contufedly with 
*!**«» (ftemit) in the place of asnyi i (auxiiiatur). 


f AT^7TTfl(9 thus paraphrafed means finally < itreverfible.* 

She 
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She pours to purifying Jove the ftrain. 

To whom nor fuppliant murdVers plead in vain. 
Her Naiad train the houfhold talk who ply 
Snatch the mix’d offals from a miftrefs’ eye, 
With cates, that boaft no treafures of the vine, 
The J fober vot’ry loads the flaming Ihrine, 


To 


J It has been obferved by the mod animated tratijlator of 
the mod animated dram at id among the Greeks, in his * notes 
to the Furies* of that author, that wine was not employed in 
the magic folemnities of facrifices ; tliofe myftic rites to the 
furies, the Fates of the fubterranean kingdoms. The reafon 
may feem to be, that other religious offerings more peculiar 
to the Greeks were uniformly con/idered in the light offelti • 

vals 5 as may be concluded from the general condutt of the 
Argonauts, who having ere&ed their little altars, immediate¬ 
ly as they descended on the fhore, and invok’d the deities, 
whofe favors they had experienced in their voyage , fat down 

to their comfortable repaft, and indulged the fweets of focial 
converfation. Not fuch the humane temper of fallen incanta- 

tions! the foul of the votary was neceffarily congenial with the 

horrid ceremonies of impenetrable darknefs. And horrid they 
muft hare been ‘ for their firft principle, as Apollonius de- 
feribes it, was ‘blood for blood.’ It was, as it were, a re¬ 
veling of the prieftefs in murder, which her occupation and 
bufinefs engaged her to deprecate. A paffage from the fpeech 
of Clytemneftra*s ghoft to the deeping Furies may be not in- 
confiftently introduced on this occafion. The translation 
will fufnee without parading in the original. 

* Oft have ye tafted 

My template offerings mix'd with fragrant honey. 
Grateful libations \ oft the hallow’d feaft 
Around my hearth, at midnight’s folemnhour, 

When not a god (har'd id your rites. 


To 
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TcT bid the vengeance of the Furies ceafe. 

And foothe the fullen frown of Jove to peace; 

If drench’d their ruthlefs hands in alien gore, 

Or guilt of kindred death their vow deplore ! 

Clos’d the myfterious fcene, the guefts (he grac'd* 
Uprifing (low, on thrones refulgent plac’d ; 

Rais’d on the couch oppos’d, her voice requires, 
What cares control them, and what courfe infpires ? 
Why prompt of wifli their native foil to greet 
Low on the genial hearth their fordid feat ? 

For much the {tern remembrance of her dream 
Tofs’d her wild bofom, unrelenting theme; 

And much (he Iiflen’d ev’ry fofter found 
That fpeaks the virgin’s country ; while around* 

Her eyes unchain'd from earth their luftre dance: 

All Phoebus’ lineage burfts at ev’ry glance! 


To have given wine to thofe, who officiated at thefe cere¬ 
monies would have tended to their outrageous, inftead of, 
melancholy inadnefs. * No God fbarM ?’—that is no celejiiai 
deity. From the completion of thefe fecret folemnities, to¬ 
gether with the genius of the idols themfelves, a reference 
may he prefumed in the workings of the prieftefs to thofe emo¬ 
tions of a troubled confidence, to that perturbation situating 
the inmoit recefles of the heart, which thefe dsemons were 
fabled at once to have infphed and controled. The very idea 
of not a fingle deity being permitted to have his (hare in thefe 
rites implies their unfacial inttitution, and properly charac* 
terizes the Furies as untowardiy felfilh. Thefe* 


Bore, like the Turk, no brother near 3 throne*' 


Flafh’d 
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Flalh’d on her own their wavy lightnings coll’d 

And vibrate fplendors of reflected gold, 

* 

The queftion’d virgin, in ferener phrafe, 

The ftrains of Colchian eloquence difplays. 

Sprung from the wrath-diftemper’d king relates 
The bark, its courfe, the heroes, and their fates] 
Each hardy fuff "ring in the work of deadly 
'Her guilt, obedience to a fitter’s breath; 

A filler, victim of unbounded woe, 

Arous’d the counfePs many-daring blow_; 

Rous’d her to fly the vengeance of a fire ; 

While Pbrixus’ offspring fan the confcious fire. 
Nor berVa murder’d brother to reveal; 

From Circe’s eye how fruitlefs to conceal ! 

Whofe voice breath’d cenfure to fuch treach’ry due* 
Her aweful notes refponfive thus purfue. 
u What /hame, oh ! wretched, urg’d thee to de- 
c( part? 

“ Still anger haunts thee in a father’s heart! 
cc Notev’n the realms of Greece his horrors fhun : 
(C Whofe claim juft vengeance for a flaughter’d fon. 
Intolerable guilt!—yet Circe’s thine ! 

“ I feel thee, fuppliant, of my honor’d line! 

Here fafe thou cam’ft ; as fafe be thy return ! 
u Yet go ! whofe paffions for this ftranger burn ! 

<s Hence with the man, whate’er his race, un- 
“ known ! 

* c Thy love triumphant o’er a father’s moan ! 

“ Clafp 
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“ Ckfp not my knees,! not Circe's hearth thy 
“ friend ! 

< c Tby arts I aid not, or tby flight commend 
She ceas’d ! the virgin throbs with grief opprefs’d j 
Her eyes conceal’d behind the fnowy veil, 

Swells the full tide of tears ; in guardian-ftate, 
Clafp’d her fair hand, beyond the palace-gate 


* A crime intentionally difguifed, where the fituation of 
the delinquent particularly requires, that it ftiould be divulged, 
is an undoubted aggravation of the crime itfelf. It is indeed 
a confirmation of the depravity originally blackening the of¬ 
fender, as a continued inltance of forwardnefs to appear in 

colors not his own. Such is the con&rudion, on a moral idea, 
of the conduct attributed to the Colchian princefs. We may 
compliment our poet with at lead a knowlege of human na¬ 
ture, for in the prefent example is to be traced the character 
of mankind. We form our eftimates of others in point of 
judgement and knowledge from thofe qualities, the extent of 
which we value in ourfelves, but no farther 5 Medea, though 
prieftefs of magic rites, could not enter into the fecrets of 
the heart, (he therefore concluded Circe to be equally defec¬ 
tive 5 hut herfelf and Jafon appeared before Circe, as having 
jointly been criminal 5 criminal by the eftablilhed laws of na¬ 
ture, as by the regulations of her own country. We are ac- * 
quaintcd by naturalifts, that certain of the animal creation 
conceal their heads amongft bullies, while the remainder of 
the body is expofed to view. Such is the cafe of the hypo¬ 
crite ! chiefly when a fufpicion lies againft him from marks of 
preceding guilt. The world is in one refpeft a Circe, per¬ 
haps in many j it has a watchful eye \ and chara&er is more 
oj a piece than it may be ufually imagined j one man bting too 
rarely Jefs, than a mere fpy upon another. 

VOL.II. 
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He guides her trembling \ nor the parting feene' 
Clos’d to thy fight, oh! Jove’s imperial queen + { 
HeavVs radiant herald marks, from Circe’s dome, 
As forth in confcious hafte their footfteps roam; 
Commiffion’d marks them at the bark defery’d : 

The goddefs fpeeds her to the talk of pride 
“ Oh ! greatly lov'd, if e’er a miftrefs’ fway 
u Thy frailes have felt, the mandate now obey f 
cc Yes, Iris, foaring on the wings of flight, 

CJ Give, give my Thetis to my anxious fight! 

“ Th’occafion calls her! thence to Lemnos fpring. 

Where the huge hammer lhakes with fweepy fwing j 
<c Vuixanian anvils ; his, till Argo pafs’d. 

To check the bellows’ flame-creating blaft ; 

Then hail the pow r, who rules with froward mind 
“ Brilk AEther’s elder-born , the changeling wind 
c< Cold, or ferene !—each fullen murmur fleep, 

* c Each breeze fcarce-panting o’er the boundlefi 

M deep! 

f They, hand in hand, with folemn ftep, and flow, 
Through Eden took their folitary way. 

Milton’s Paradife Loft. 

True it is that the heathen pair are reprefented to have been 
expeditious in their departure from Circe. 

J Iris is in this place reprefented to obferve the motions of 
Jaibn and Medea, and Juno her miftrefs fends her in confe- 
quence upon her ufual errands. Iris, or the rainbow, a&ed 
upon altogether by the heavens, was well adapted to heathen 
poefy, as meffenger of the deities, from whom her being was 
derived. 


“ Meek 
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u Meek Zephyr only lend a genial fmile 
« To crown their wilhes with Phaeacia’s ifle !” 

She ends! gay Iris from Olympus’ head 
The winnowing fwiftnefs of her pinions fpred ; 
Wrap’d by the caverns of th’ iEgean main 

She eyes the blaze of Nereus’ coral reign ! 

In Thetis’ ear her faithful voice renews 
Great Juno’s mandate, and obedience fues; 

Thence to the pow’r of flame •> though < ringing 

round,’ 

Each pond’rous hammer drops its brazen found, 

The fmoke envolum’d bellows ceafe—thy court. 
Fam’d child of Hyppotas *, whofe wayward fport 
The hoft of winds, (he feeks, her errands’ clofe : 

And feats her wearied limbs in foft repofe. 

While Thetis iffuing from her Nerei'd-band 
Sails through the clouds to lift the dread command ; 
Juno befide her plac’d the fair addrefs’d. 
u Ope to my will, lov’d Thetis, ope thy bread! 

* This is a name for the god of ocean, from whom -ffiolui 
is fabled by Grecian mythology to have defcended; the in¬ 
fluence of the winds predominating over the fea, which could 
not have fo prevailed, faith heathen prepofleffion, without the 
authority of Neptune, who on a different conltruftion may 
not be concluded to have the command over his own element. 
He feems to have been called from the games of horfe. 

racing inftituted to his honor in the earlier times of Greece. 
The fcholiaft acquaints us from an ancient geographer, that 
* two iflands of Sicily emit fire, one of which is called the ifle 
of iEolus j the other that of Vulcan ; in which latter he aflerts 
there were rivers of fiie. 1 A real defcription of volcanos. 

L 2 u And 
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<c And well thou know’ll my fav’ring thoughts enr- 
“ ploy 

The weight of honors for th’ALfonian boy, 
ct And you th 5 affociate hoft !—in vain the ihock, 
cc While Juno tmil’d, proclaim’d the 1 wand’ring 
c rock V 

Their flaming courfe where ftorms eternal keep, 
“ And da{h the thund’ring furges o’er the deep. 

“ Lo ! Scylla’s bight enormous, direful whirl ! 

“ Thy gulphs, Charybdis, their rude barrier hurl 
u Thwarting the deftin’d track !—my ruling pow’rj 
€Q Have watch’d regardful of thine infant hours! 

<6 Yes! I have loy’d thee! lov’d above the hoft, 

€t Wide ocean’s reign whofe native honors boaft j 
c * And why ? thofe charms an hulband’s paffioni 

<c fir’d j 

15 (Such paflion ever yet his foul infpir’d 1 
“ Whate’er of female to his lull the fame f; 
u Goddefs alike, and mortal quench the flame) 

<c Thou fpurn’ft the daring fuit ! my rage, thy 

dread, 

€t Ev’n Jove, my pow’r rever’d, thy prudence fled ! 
—Hark 1 difappointment’s oath ! thofe haughty 
” charms 

%e Shall never grace (he cries) immortal arms f. 

“ Still 

T This pifture of amorous defeat is a real emblem of thofe 
* petty incidents’ of a fimilar nature, which characterize poor 

mortal 
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« Still the foft dalliance wooes the lovely fair, 

“ Till Themis’ hallow’d founds the truth declare; 

“ Fate’s 

mortal fpite. A moral fentiment may be deduced. It is ob- 

ferveable, that a derelittm of virtue is an immediate fojfejfwn 
of vice. Error is an infallible forerunner (at leaft too general¬ 
ly fo) of criminality. Primaeval idolatry's exchange of the wor- 
ihip (which it well knew to have been fpiritually enjoined) to 
the fupreme Creator for that of created objects, facrificed by a 
familiar gradation the folemnity of rational conviftion to a 
bewildering enthuiiafm of paflion. But objects ftriking the 
organs of fenfe are by no means reconcileable with the purity 
of mental adoration. The primary idea of umnfirufted worfltip 
I cannot but conceive to have been devoted to the great lumi¬ 
nary of heaven. The corrupted nature of man difpofed him to 
perfonify this, and other obje&s of his adoration. Thus the 
fun was a god in human form j the earth, the fea, the wind 
were likewife thus defcribed and worftiiped. The true fpirit 
of undeluded devotion led the mind to confider the object of 
its gratitude for bleflings, or its deprecation of evil in a far 
more fublime and perfect light, than it found any fublunary 
exiftence to deferve. This devotion perverted by the in¬ 
veterate obftinacy of idolatry changed its very principles of 
reafoning, by payment of divine honors to an ox, an afs, and 
an onion $ to the meaneft repril, to flocks and flones. Falfe 
principles once adopted infenfibly bury the whole conduct in 

the groffeft abftirdities. The greater gods of the Heathens, 
whofe oppofition to divine commands is more clearly deduced 
from the voice of truth, had certainly been men, and were 
as certainly deified after their deceafe, as a recompence for 
civil or military emoluments derived from their achieve¬ 
ments of valor, or plans of policy to the country, which they 
adorned. 

But nothing can more effe&ually confirm the entire deri¬ 
vation of heathen enthuiiafm from confederations merely hu¬ 
man, than the intercommunity of natural paflions between 
gods, goddefies, and mortals; this promifcuous indulgence 

L 3 may 
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“ Fate’s high refolve, thy boaft the filial birth, 

“* A more than rival of his father’s worth.’” 


may be concluded to have arifen from permilfion to the 
patriarchs (for the completion of the divine difpenfations) of 
polygamy, with the addition of handmaids. But what was 
dire&ed by Providence, as a fettled and orderly eftablilhment 
araongft bis favored people, was conduced among the heathen 
deities,in the violence of brutality, rapine, and invafion j fucb 

were main rules of their a&ions ; chief pillars of their reli¬ 
gion. Senfual appetites were indeed ftrong objects of heath¬ 
en gratification, and they certainly operated with energy fu- 
perior to the fo much argued efficacy of fultry climes 5 for the 
licentioufnefs of the deities was equally unrelaxed in the fun- 
burnt plains of Egypt, and on the fnowy mountains of 
Thrace. So that polygamy (if the fcbolar prefers that more 
dignified^name for indifcriminafe Juft) and polytheifm, like 

defpotifra and popery, may be affirmed to fubfift uniformly 
together. The perfuafion of Mahomet, the grofleft mimicry 
of, as the moll impofing effrontery to our Chriftian reve¬ 
lation, is built upon heathen frenzy uninfluenced by a fingle 
law of juftice, or humanity. His life was a continued fcene 
of profanation and debauchery, of artifice and revengej his 
foie guide was paflionj he aflumes to himfelf the office and 
character of a prophet commiffioned from heaven, and bran- 
difhes the fword of murder againft every one, who has under- 
ftanding and fpirit fufficient to difpute his divine or temporal 
authority. Fire, fury, and deftruftion are the proofs of his 
million, and the conftant words of his text. 

Mr. Potter, in his dedication of JEfchylus prefixed to the 
verfion of that author, acquaints us that a Frenchman (fwrely 
a very ftrange cne) denies antiquity to have deified the dead. 
He, who can deny this, may be honeftjy prefumed either not 
to have read, or totally to have forgot the exigence of heathen 
abfardities at any period of the world. The cuftoms of Egypt, 
of Greece, and .Rome, and the very being of idolatry arc 
•lofely involved in the fupport of filch deification. 

“ Though 
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« Though paflion urg'd, his fuit the god refign’d, 
a Sufpicious terror (hakes his wav’ring mind j 
“ Left his the future fon, in glory's hour 
“ Scourge of his reign, ufurper of his pow'r. 

“ A man I chofe thee firft of mortal race 
“ To crown thy nuptials with the lib’ral grace 
Of honor'd children, at the welcome feaft 
t( Invited gods the facial joys increas’d > 
u Myfelf fair Hymen’s hallow’d torch difplay ; 

“ To gild thefacred triumphs of the day* 

“ Thine ear from me no wayward theme attends— 
“ When to th’ Elyfian mead thy boy defcends, 

“ Nurs’d by the Naiad’s fmile in infant age, 

* c Fed from thy bread, and tutor’d by the J fage, 

“ Know, ; tis decreed, oh! Colchian maid, thy love 
« The thrilling tranfports of his arms (hall prove; 
<c Thy future daughter claims my Thetis’ aid, 

<c Ev’n by thy Peleus fought!—ah ! why difplay’d 

“ Thofe beams of frenzy flafliing from thine eyes f 
u Fierce Ate * hot from hell ’ fatigues the (kies 1 * \ 


1 Chiron, preceptor of Achilles, 

* a ttV8n *Jbe hzs finned,' precedes this concluding thought 
of the text. She —Medea. Juno in this paflage feems to have 
made ufe of a pious fraud * to compafs her intentions; but it 
appears rather barefaced: for Medea was old enough to be 
mother of Achilles now almolt newly born ; and Medea never 
came to be his wife. I believe it, from the conduct of Thetii 
with refpeft to herfon fubfequently introduced, to fignify the 
adoption of Egyptian magic by the Greeks. How could Apol¬ 
lonius mean to fignify,that a fon of Peleus (hould marry Medea? 

L 4 “I deem, 
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c< I deem, that Vulcan, as my will requires, 
c * His Mails imprifons, and fufpends his fires; 

c * I deem, oh ! JEol us, thy mandate binds 
45 The giddy whirl of thy relenting winds; 
c< Loos’d the foft zephyr; his the breeze, to court 

sc My gallant wand’rers to Phaeacia’s port: 

% 

<c Oh ! plan their fafe return ! thy only fear, 
cc Where rocks their heads o’tr madden’d billows 
Ci rear. 

Yet— ALL the Nereids, and thyfelf control ; 

4< Oh! fave my vot’ries of defpondent foul ! 

66 Save them, my Thetis, from Charybdis’ pow’r, 
c< Nor tide abforb them, or the gulph devour! 
cc Nor they fell Scylla’s dread recefs purfue, 
tc Aufonian Scylla, ruin’s wreci-ful view ! 
fit From Phorcus fprung, and Hecat’s midnight 
“ flamef, 

“ Scylla, whofe earlier boaft Crataea’s name. 

<c Left 

f Hecate receives the appellation of * night-wanderer* from 
her being the moon, who, together with the prieftefs, prefided 
over the magic my Aeries always celebrated at night. As to 
' Scylla and Cbaryhdis, the firft feems from Apollonius to be 
the rock, and the laft the whirlpool, which iurrounded it. 
Scylla is by many mythologifts reprefented to have been 
daughter of Nifus, king of Megaras, who cut oft the lock of 
her father’s hair, the palladium, if we may be allowed the 
expreflion, of his country, and gave it to Minos. Apollonius 
makes her daughter of Phorcus. Thefe prodigies, which 
mull have infufed the greateft terror to earlier navigators, 

par- 
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« Left with their horrid fangs’ wide-open’d force 
« They whelm my chofen train ; the veffePs courfe 
<« There, Thetis, guide, nor mourn the fcantier 

“ fpace, 

“ If here , fafety’s track, no perilous fcene they 

ft 

ct trace. 

She ends ; and Thetis thus ; <c Thou rolling fire, 
« Thy fury check ; ye ftorms, your rapid ire, 

“ Mine the bold promife, Zephyr’s genial gale 
“ Spite of the furge fhall fpeed the profp’ring fail. 

“ Lo ! the glad hour ! my anxious talk to ftray 
“ For kind'red aid th’ immeafurable way ; 

« To urge my fillers, by the billowy main, 

“ Where the ftretch’d halfcrs Gwn their folid chain, 
“ When beams the fmile of dawn, with focial care 
“ To plan the wifh’d return.”'—The realms of air 
The goddefs cleaves, and burfting to the deep 
From the wild whirlpools, where her Nereids keep 
Their coral court, Ihe calls the filler-friends : 

Each at the found the counciPd ftate attends— 

She fpeaks, oh ! queen of heav’n, thy dread com¬ 
mand. 

Wind’d to Aufonia’s flood th’obfequious band. 
Swift as the lightning’s eye, or folar beam, 

In eaftern climes whofe orient fplendors dream, 

particularly to fuperftitious minds, were fituated between the 
roafts of Africa, and thofe of Italy. Each the region of in. 
imitations. 

Im* 
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Impatient o’er the wave her flight /he fpeeds, 
Whereto Tyrrhenian realms, ACaea, leads 

Thy circling fliore; in leifure’s active joy J 
Around the bark the carelefs hoft employ 

The quoit’s whirl’d paftiine, or the whizzing dart: 
Intent /he fnatch’d the partner of her heart, 

Her Peleus by the hand, (to his alone, 

For not to other eyes her prefence known) 

And thus accofted — cc On Tyrrhenian foil 
“ No more calm dalliance fpurn the vigor’s toil ! 

Ere wakes Aurora, Juno’s guardian aid 
cc To loofe the halfers from the bark difplay’d 
€c Invites; obedient to th’ eternal queen 

Old Nereus* daughters (fuch her will) convene, 
“ The bark they refcue from the 4 wand’ring rock ’; 
There wing the path of Fate, nor dread the 
u /hock ! 

(i Yet from thy hoft my radiant form conceal, 
cc While with my nymphs I fus the gen’ral weal; 
cc Fix’d be thy mind, nor heedlefs of my rage 
<c Dare, as thou once haft dar’d, my frown engage,” 
She faid, and plung’d into the depths below. 

But Peleus’foul indulg’d feverer woe; 

X We may in this humble picture of * l’oifivete militaire ’ 

trace the real origin of feveral fports, conftituting more de¬ 
termined national emulation exhibited in the Grecian games. 
> 7 o palace had been ere&ed, if the cottage had been un¬ 
known ! 
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Ne’er had his rapture gaz’d on Thetis’ charms, 

Sincefirft her vengeance loath’d his widow’d arms; 
Thou infant innocence, thou fource of ftrife, 

Yclad in mortal flefh thy filial life *, 

Her 

* Whatever might have been the mythological foundation 
of this conduit from Thetis to her offspring, one moral fen- 
timent occurs not unufeful to more modern ages; the diften* 
fions arifing from difparity in marriage engagements. How. 
ever to keep to the point of hiftory 5 the Greeks, if not a co¬ 
lony of Egyptians, or Ethiopians, a branch of the fame heath- 

en oak) yet at leaft may be concluded from this union to have 
had early intercourfe together, fometimes amicable, as at 
other times holtil j Thetis is a fea goddefs, all fuch intercourfe 
having been originally obtained by voyages ; Peleus is a war¬ 
rior, the genuine character of a Greek. Thetis was a magi¬ 
cian, and difappointed at the mortal exiftence of her fon 
took the violent precautions in the text to make him, like her. 
felf, immortal. No wonder that her hufband, unacquaint, 
ed with magical operations, as with her intentions, was alarm- 
ed at a procefs, which appeared to menace the deftruftion of 
his child. From the immediate difmiffion of this child to the 
Naiads, and his fubfequent pupilage under the venerable Cen¬ 
taur (an emblem of his early nurture both in arts and arms, 
a compliment no doubt intended to the governments of 
Greece) we may efteem the parents to have differed in their . 
ideas of his future education ; and this may be confirmed by 
Peleus’s conduft in thus placing him, where the Grecian Jupi¬ 
ter had been educated before, in the ifle of Crete. The 
myilerious application to fire has a direft connexion with the 
ancient Egyptian worfhip; the ambrofia alludes to the heaven 
of Egyptian imagination j it may be not improbably conjectur¬ 
ed, that the aft of this goddefs, by dipping her fon in the river 
Styx immediately after his birth, as it certainly muft have 
arifen from the fame principle with, was borrowed from the 

prefen t 
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Her tafk maternal ’mid th’ incumbent night 
Inflam’d thy tender limbs with facred light; 

Each day th* ambrofia’s Tweets enlarge his breath, 
’Gainft age a refuse, and a fhield from death. 

O O ' 

The father marks, while writhing ’mid the fires 

w 

His boy of love (for fuch the dread !) expires ; 
Springs from the couch, and loft in horror cries, 

A fool of fools, and ign’rant of the ikies. 

Pierc’d by his voice (he drops the clamorous child, 
Wing’d as the tempeft, as the fancies wild 
Of reftlefs dreams, (he quits the nuptial dome. 
Sinks to the deep, nor more revifits home. 

Pierc’d to the heart, where keen afflictions reign, 

He fpeaks her mandates to th’ a (Tern bled train. 
Stretch’d o’er the couch the calm repaft they court. 
From toil their refpite, and their reft from fport; 
Then drop, fo cufrom’d, to repofe— the day 
Gleam’d o’er the brow of heav’n a dawning ray, 
Awak’d the breezy Zephyrs from their fleep, 

The ftrand they quit afcending o’er the deep. 

Each oary ftation fought, with cheerful found 
Drag the huge anchor from its feat profound, 

With arms rich-furmfh’d, as the caufe requires; 
The fwelling canvas to the clouds afpires, 

prefent pafiage of Apollonius. The origin of that infernal 
river flowed from the country of fuperflition, chimera, and 
iechantment. 


Faft 
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Faft-boundthe fails’ proud fummit* : blithely bore 
The temp’rate gale their Argo from the fhore. 

Ere long furvey’d the How’r-enamePd ifle 
Where, foft, mellifluous, flow with luring fmile 

Thofe Jirams , ye firens, AcheloUs’ joy. 

Rank poi/on to the mariners’ employ, 

Who tend the cordage;—daughters of the mufe 
y/hofe matchlefs charms the f river-god purfues 
In thofe gay moments, when the choral nine 
Tun’d to thy virgin-fair the note divine, 

Aufpicious Ceres!—part the winged race ; 

And part (in union Grange '.) the female grace. 
High on the cliff, whofe verdant Hopes command 
Th’ embofom’d bay, the traitrous minftrels ftand ; 
From many a wretch the wifh’d return to wreff, 
Worne with envenom’d arts the feft’ring breaft. 
Fond-trilling to the hoft their accents raife 
The dulcet melody of melting lays; 

* Cornua antennarum in Virgil’s .ffineid is a literal verfion 
of the text. Horns fixed upon the head of the ox, the ani. 
mnl tnoft familiar to the general obfervation of every ancient 
people, as conllantly employed in facrifices, were figuratively 
applied to reprefent the utmoft bight of inanimate objefts : 
hence the fcriptural phrafe, ‘bind the (aerifies with cords, 
yea, even unto the horns ot the altar, 

♦ 

+ The Sirens, faith the text, were daughters of Terpfi- 
chore and AcheloUs, who became enamored of her, while 
heiftlf and the other Mules were entertaining Proferpine 

with fongs. 


Scarce 
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Scarce from the beach the halfer’s force withheld. 
When he, fair harmony’s enthufiaft, fwell’d 
Each nerve, that vibrates on the founding lyre ; 
The meafures* quick-revolving burfts infpire 
The living chords $ a more than mortal ftrain 
Fills the footh’d ear, and drowns the virgin-train , 
Dalh’d from the bark the roaring furge divides ; 
The frolic Zephyrs waft her o’er the tides ; 

Their mufic dies upon the gale 1 —no more 
Teleus’ brave fon refills the thrilling (lore, 

His foul all love-fick with the firen-fong 
Plung’d in the deep he feeks the murd’rous throng, 
Amid the wild flood toiling; piteous Hate ! 

Wretch ne’er returning from the furge of fate, 

Had not Erycia’s queen, whofe wilh to fave. 

Freed the tofs’d firuggler from the faithlefs wave: 
Spontaneous mercy ! fix’d his future feat, 

JWhere % Iky-prop’d hills the fubjed valley greet. 

They 

J The promontory of Lilybaeum, whither Venus was going 

at this junfturc. It was her occasional place of residence, in 
her way to which the pafled by Eryx (Eryfia) a city of Sicily 
in which as goddefs of love fhe was worthiped, On the ftory of 

the Sirens it may be obferved, that as in the epifodes of A my- 
cus, the Harpies, JEeres, and Similar chara&ers the Argonautg 

experienced the violation of thofe laws of hofpitaiity htld 

facred among the Greeks, a violation attended with the molt 

unrelenting ferocity of oppofmon, fo in this pi&ure of the 
Sirens may be traced a temper equally inhofpitable, of a peo¬ 
ple, who pra&ifcd the arts of treachery to gain the point, at 

which 
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They lent the tributary figh, and pafs’d 
The realm of horrors, horrors ftill to laft, 

Pefts of the furge, and frowning o’er the courfe—. 
*_The fnow-cliff’d Scylla rears her tow’ring force, 
Charybdis’ whirlpool heaves the boiling foam, 

A din inceflant; mid the billowy dome 
Low’rs with infidious rage the « wand’ring rock ’ 

The weary’d failor dreads the fatal fhock 
Loud-thund’ring', while above with monarch-claim 
Rolls from the cragged bights the fpiry flame *, 

And wraps the blazing fteep ; the vanifh’d glare 
To fumes of fmoke refigns the dulky air, 

Which blot the fun j thy toils, oh ! Vulcan, end, 
And fultry vapors from the deep afcend. 

which the others aimed in the fpirit of barbarity. The 
Amazons, amongft whom our voyagers landed, are recorded 
by the Greeks as a race of females, whofe completion was 
fierce and martial; though they acquitted themfelves in a 
more peaceable manner with refpeft to the Argonauts. But 
this latter conduit arofe from their dread of those men, from 
whom they had precipitately departed, and whom they ex- 

pefted daily upon their eoalis as invaders. Fear induced them 

to proteft the Greeks ; and the amity with which they were re¬ 
ceived and cherithed is ftrongly figured by the amorous in¬ 
dulgence, with which they mutually folaced their moments in 

that country, 

• This is a concife defcription of a volcano and its effe&s i 
the appearance of the fire and fmoke alternately fucceeding 
mud have fixed flrong impreflions upon minds prepared by 
fuperftition of a largeft fize to receive fuch in the extreme. 
They would immediately conllrue the objefls upon principle* 
sf religious entbufialin, 

Great 
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Great Nereus’ daughters o’er the furge difplay’d 
Rufli various; panting worth diftrefs’d to aid 
The rudder Thetis grafps; and guides the train 
Safe ’mid the folid mountains of the main. 

As round the bark, in gambols’ awkward play 
Fond »dolphins crowd, attendants of the way, 

From head toftern the fportive toil'employ. 

Now clafp the fides, the Tailor’s trailfient joy, 

Tb ius Argo marks the fair-collefted heap : 

By Thetis’ arm control’d the raging deep. 

Now to the floating mafs the warriors hafte ; 

Their path the lovely-beaming fea maids trac’d, 
Ev’n to the ^polifh’d marble of their knees 
Upheav’d the linen’s fold, with native eafe 
Round the drear cliffs, amid the tolling flood, 

Promifcuous order, ply the work of good : 

Borne on the furge fublime while Thetis bounds; 
The wild ftream burfting o’er the rock * refounds. 
At once a loftier flight the virgins bear, 

Each living mountain hovers in the air j 

Now rudely dafliing in the furge fubfides, 
Incumbent o’er their heads the thund’ring tides. 
They, lovely fair, fair as the virgin-band, 

Whofe charms collected on the fea-girt ftrand. 

Girt to the waift from either orb of fnow 
Quick-panting, heave the ball in fportive (how ; 

* EveysyxKsZgs-r-i* in the'original is an expreffive word, 
whofe found may be afferted * an eccho to the l'enfe/ 


From 
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From hand to hand revolves its ample round, 

Still rais’d aloft, and ftranger to the ground, 

Thus, as by turns a fmile each Nereid gave, 

She bore the bulk of Argo thro* the wave,- 

♦ 

And fafe from rock, and fafe from whirlpool bore; 
Though billows fiercely foam, and proudly roar— 
Above the ftorm-beat cliff the f monarch tow’rs ; 

His fhoulder pond’rous on the mallet low’rs 

* 

Prop*d~o’erthefea-maidsi fix’d his am’rous gaze; 
While wrap’d heav Vs emprefs ’midft Olympus’ rays 
Soothes her lov’d Pallas with a fond embrace; 

Her foul yet fliudd’ring for the favor’d race. 

Long as the vernal hours their beam extend, 

& 

So long fair Thetis’ facred toils befriend ; 

Carelefs the bark each rock’s rough dm difdains; 

Again aufpicious o’er the canvas reigns 

Soft Zephyr’s influence, by the hallow’d mead 
Wing’d where Trinacria’s verdant treafures feed 
Thy lowing habitants, thou fource of light, 

In fweepy femblance of the corm’rant’s flight 

The virgins feek the gulphs; thy fmiles of love 
Their bo2ft, each mandate clos’d, thou bride of Jove. 

Sounds from the fleecy flock their ears invade, 
The lowing kine deep murmur o’er the glade, 

4 

t Vulcan ip the text. The very coaft fpecified by Apol¬ 
lonius familiarizes the idea of his allufion to fubterraneous 
fires burfting from the Tides and crater of its mountains $ fuch 
diftinguUh the country in the prefent periods! 

Vgl.1L M 
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Thou, child of Phoebus, tend’ft them, as they roye r 
Playful and free, the dcw-belpangled grove. 
Stretch’d from thy lifted arm the filver crook; 
The herd, oh ! lifter, owns tby guardian look* 
The ftaff thy fceptre, from whofe arching head 
Pois’d in tby arm-the f brazen ftaihes fpread. 

The hoft furveys them , as their footfteps lead 

To plain wide-op’ning, or feq,uefter’d mead. 

Or the pure fount ferene 5 nor theirs the hide 
Of hue obfcurer, but the fpotlefs pride 
Of milky white 5 and dazzling to behold 
Their majeftv of antlers tow’rs in gold. 

Ere frown the nightly (hades, they pafs the coaft, 
Returning eve receives the joyful hoft 

s ray 

Crowns with a fmile, and guides their onward way, 

t 0#£*?jte; fpecifies a metal, here tranflated by brafs, with 
which the tops’ of paftoral ftaffs were bound. Servius’s remark 
on the metal may be urged; he thus defcribes it. * Terra ex 
incendii calore defudavit metalla, inter quae orichalcum pre- 
tiofius.’ Serv. ad. 12. JEn* This metal, when employed to 
the berdfman’s ftaff in thefe earlier times, can be prefumed 
to have been but rudely worked. It was long before it feems 

to hare been ufed in more refined inftruments, Horace is 

* 

well known to fay that in ancient days ‘ tibia non ut nunc 
oricbalco vinfta, tubxque iEmula.—I take it at the later 
period to have been a mixed metal ikilfully wrought. 

% The original k xaTxfza, ufually applied to a larger expar.fe 
of ocean. The very words in the phrafe of the text are taken 
from Homer. Odyff, B. iii. 


t On Ocean’s cent’ral reign; Aurora’ 


Where 
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Where fprings Ionia’s tide, th’ embofom’d ifle 
With golden harvefts gives its plains to /mile, 

Whofe boaft Ceratmia’s name, rever’d the place. 
Where records old the facrC'd fickle trace, 

JVhofe vengeful point (rVdf bliiih, ingenuous Mufe! 
Tales of more ancient days the ftrain purfues,) 

Sever’d a father’s Itfob, deriv’d its birth 

# 

(So others ling !) from her, the yielding earth 

p 9 

Who op’d to genial fruits; of wealthy toil 
The friend, (he plough’d, fhe reap’d the favor’d foil. 
Titanian teacher, Macris rous’d thy love, 

The ripen’d ear thy fage inftriiftions prove; 

Thence Drepane confefs’d * Ceraunia’s reign, 

Your confecrating riurfe, Phdeacia’s train, 

Your’s too cdeftial origin !—thy force. 

Oh! Argo, weaty’d from the wayward courfe, 
Befieg’d by perils furls the {hatter’d fall 5 

At once Alcinous, and the fubjeft hail, 

p 

Borne to their hallow’d rites, the fpeeding guef , 
And tranfports etho froth each lib’ral breaft 


• The Cetauhian proinbntory more anciently fixed the 
name of the country in the text. It was afterwards altered 
to Drepane, from the very fickle of Saturn, to obtain which 
from Vulcan Ceres voyaged into Italy, and taught the Titan- 
ians the art of fowing corn. The fruitfulnefs of Italy gave 
occafion to the fable. The fcholiaft farther acquaints us, 
that * Macris was fo called from Macris the nurfe of Bacchus/ 
She appears (ver. 113a, orig.) to have been daughter of 
Ariftaeus, 

M 2 
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Of crouded citizens with ardor wild. 

As flies a parent to the darling child $ 

Norlefs the warrior-hearts with triumph beat, 

* 

Such as inwrap’d ’mid fair Haemonia’s feat 

* 

Would prove th’ accomplifh’d wifli—to arms, to 
arms 

Rings the loud cry j lo ! thundering to th* alarms 
The Colchian myriads rous’d to vengeance flock > 
Wide o’er the Euxine ’mid Cyanea’s rock t 

Indignant their purfuit; for thee they roam, 

Unhappy princefs, to a father’s dome 
Their rage would fnatch thee !—inftant they de¬ 
mand, 

Or murd’rous battle dyes the ravag’d land \ 

There fix’d the fcourges of Alcinous* pow’r : 

Erelong their monarch threats deflrmflion’s hour { ' 
Alcinous rufhing checks the rapid foe \ 

His—each ingenuous art the fcene of woe 
To bind in willing concoid ! fuch the peace. 

Fair Colchian princefs, from the fons of Greece 
Thy blandifhments would lure, fell terrors feize, 

Thou clafp’ft with thrilling hands * Areta’s knees. 

And 

• Arete in the original is reprefented wife of Alcinous. 

Upon the fable of the unnatural condo# of Saturn to his father 
\ Caelus, reference may be had to the former deity in his ufual 

charaBer of time, whence may feem to have arifen an idea of 
the fickle fo conftantly placed in his hands. Perhaps forae 
change in calculation, with regard to time, fome computed 
variation of the Grecian calendar, or otherwife, may induce 

us 
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And* “ Oh ! attend ! a fuppliant’s pray’r attend l 
« Snatch’d to my fire, and reft of ev’ry friend, 

“ To Colchos doom’d ?—thyfelf of human race, 

“ With gen to us pity thou, oh ! queen, can’ft trace 


us to furmife, that reckonings, formerly eftablifhed, from a 
turn in the fyftem of affairs in which Greece was materially 
interefted were abrogated for others. The fickle may ori¬ 
ginally be efteemed to have been placed on the principles of 
hufbandry and agriculture in the hands of our -old Italian, 
ruler of the Roman 1 Saturnia Regna,' (forjupiter is recorded 

to have played the fame trick to Saturn y with which this harfh 
gxcifempn had before treated his father Czelus!) and from 
fuch poffeffion Ceres confidently applied for it to her own de- 
fign of promoting cultivation. In the aft: itfelf committed 
againft poor Saturn real hiftory may feera contain’d. Saturn 
and Ceres alike direct us to Titanian ambition j to ? piftureof 
thofe various prevailing paflions, which by their conquefts over 

the quiet admonitions of reafon have , from the fall to the pre- 
fent moment, compafled every mifchief repeatedly encou¬ 
raged, though repeatedly complained of by the world. By 
the cenfure of thefe pafiions, I mean their wanton abufe, 
though for due employment of them .we are indebted to 
Providence, who emplanted them in our nature, the fubjeft 
of the Titanians has been explained to the glory of our holy 
religion by a malterly writer, in the commendation of whofe 
eninence l have frequently confer'd honor upon myfelf. By 
this violent exertion of children againft their fathers we may 
perhaps be fatisfied to conclude, that the period was put to 
their civil dominion, aud that the fathers thus incapacitated 
from railing up kindred rivals againft their exifting Tons 

were moreover baniftied from their kingdoms. Atthis was 
punifhed in this fevere manner for his intercourfe with the 
wife of Saturn. No inconfiderable part of Jewifh legifiature 
related to the fubjeft of incapacitations, fimiiar to thef e in- 
Sifted upon Caelus and Saturn. 

M 3 
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« Wayward humanity! th* impafBon’d mind 
< 4 Too rafhly fprings, where clouds of error blind ; 
<c Such tby Medea’s path! thou fource of light, 

44 Witnefs, I wooe not love's unhallow'd rite ; 

16 * Night wand’rer of mylterious brow, atteft, 

46 I join’d thefe flrangers with relu< 3 ant breaft; 

Fell terror wing’d me from my native clime; 

44 I fled from danger, and avow the crime. 

<c What other will remain’d —my virgin-truth 

44 Pure, and untainted as in earlieft youth 
44 JVratfd in a father’s dome; thou know’ft my 

46 pain ; 

44 Soothe to my caufe the partner of thy reign : 

44 Longlife thy bleffing with the profp’rous hour, 

44 May children boaft thy realm’s unconquer’d 

44 pow’r!” 

Thus humbled in the dull ihe weeps} the friend, 
The warrior fweetly fued the ftrain attend; 

44 Illufirious heroes, for yourfelves alone, 

44 So low’rs th’ embattled toil, I heave the moan ; 

♦ 

<c By me, thofe oxen to the yoke ye bound ; 

44 By me, that iron harveft of the ground 
44 Your valor reap’d ; by me your bofoms burn, 
cc Woo’d to Haemonia’s fmile the fond return. 

46 Snatch’d from my Colchos, and of parents refr, 
4t What gleam of hope to me, and mis'ry left. 


* Hecate, the daughter of Ferftus is exprefled in the original. 

44 By 
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« By me each comfort of your native feats! 

« Each rapt’rous eye the father, mother greets! 

« Urg’d by fome god, from honor’s 1 radiant way 
« With alien hofts my hated forrows ftray. 

“ Yet oh ! your plighted oath, your faith revere ! 

« Avenger of the wretch Erinnys’ ear * 

“ Is ever open 1 heav’nly anger dread, 

« If to a fire refign’d the daughter’s head, 

“To infult doom’d—to death!—th J embattled wall, 

“ Nor fhelt ? ring fane,—yourfelves alone I call. 

“ Relentlefs, cruel who behold the fcene ! 

“ A princefs fuppliant to a ftranger-queen ! 

“ Stretch’d her wild hands, nocounfel in her foul 1 
—There was a time when valor’s gen’rous roll, 

“ Each warrior panring for the prize, defy’d 
The world of Celchians,and their monarch’s pride ! 
cc But whence thofe deeds of prowefs loft to view, 

“ When thefe divided from the reft purfue V* 

Fond to relieve, as yielding to the pray’r 
AH, all infpire oblivion of her care ; 

The lharp fpear brandifh’d, unapall’d they ftand^ 
Unflieath’d the falchion glitters in their hand; 
Theirs ev’ry aid to boaft 1 —’tis virtue’s claim ! 
Their caufe is glory, their refolve is fame! 

While flows theconverfe from each faddenM breaft, 

Tbyfelf) and occupations funk to reft 

Welcome the fhades of night, all nature knows, 
Oh ! man , the happier moments of repofe $ 

M.4 
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Not fo the virgin ! Humber from her eyes. 

And quiet from her bofom ruddy flies. 

Thus watchful ’mid the gloom the houfewife’s zeal 
Spins the quick thread loofe-trembling o’er the 

wheel, 

Clafp’d to whofe fide th* accordant offspring mourn 

* 

A widow’d mother, and themfelves forlorn ; 

Adown her cheek the tides of anguilh flow 
Whelm’d in the depths of unremitted woe; 

Emblem of her, whofe beauties bath’d in tears, 
WBofe heart affli&ion’s fober liv’ry wears. 

Wrap’d in his palace-walls the monarch fought 
The cuftom’d chamber in a maze of thought j 
His bride of fpotlefs virtue joins thy theme. 

Oh ! Colchian princefs, ere the midnight-dream ; 
And thus to pity’s lore her accents move 
The youthful hufband of her virgin-love. 
ci Friend of my vows, oh ! burft the Colchian 

“ chain, 

“ That threats the royal fair ! ’tis Minyas’ train 
€C Demands thy fuccor ! to our fav’rite ifle 
** How near lov’d Argos’ and Hasmonia’s fmile ! 

“ Not fuch Metes to our records known, 

s 

And yetunfeen the ruler of the throne; 

While lhe, fad princefs, (thou the fuppliant 
« blefs!) 

f5 Has thrill’d thefc heart-firings with her deep dif- 

46 trefs; 

Oh! 
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c< Oh ! lead the wand’rer from a fire’s alarms! 

« —Much {he hath err’d ! her guilt th’ envenom’d 

44 charms', 

Gifts to the chief they cru(h the monfter ire; 

6 And thence (for ills their kindred fvvarm infpire, 
c Such, error’s fertil courfe !) in flight fhe drowns 
4 The crime, here fhelter’d from a father’s frowns, 
t He (Fame reports!) has pledg’d his faith—his 

“ life, 

4 Return’d to crown the virgin in the wife! 

4 Nor thou, my fov’reign, by th’ unworthy choice 
4 With perjury load his oath’s ingenuous voice ; 

4 Ne’er to th’ avenging fire a daughter yield: 

4 What parent’s fmiles would filial error (hield ! 

4 Such * from the friend, and father, mis’ry’s ftatel 
4 Nymph of the many-blooming form, thy fate 1 
6 Thee * Danae, thus a fire’s refentment bore, 

4 Amid the fullen ocean, far from (hore ! 

£ Pierc'd by the brazen fpur, unmanly fpite, 

* * Thou from a daughter vvreft’fl the vifual light!* . 

44 Still 

* * Ny&eus father of Antiope ' (faith the fcholiaft!) 4 o£ 

whom Jupiter being enamor'd transformed himfelf into a 
fatyr and enjoyed her. She fled from the menaces of her fa¬ 
ther to Sicyon, and when delivered of Zethus and Amphion 
placed them in Cithaeron under the care of an herdfman. 
Nyfteus died foon after cf grief.’ Concerning Danae, the 
fcholiaft refers us to the ancient Itory from Pherecydes, that 

1 Acrifius married Eurydice of Lacedsmon, from whom 
fprang Danae-, the father confuted the Pythian oracle on ac¬ 
count 
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« Still doom’d affliftion’s viftim to complain, 

« And plunge in horror’s dungeon f grafp the 

<c chain !” 

Soothing file fpeaks, and wins his melting foulj 
Arous'd the didates of his prudence roll. 

% 

count of his difappointment that the child was not male. He 
was anfwered, that his daughter would produce a fon by 
whom he (hould himfelf peri(h.’ Then follows the brazen 
chamber,' the appearance of ‘Jupiter in a (bower of gold/ 
with the ‘ father's confinement of herfelf and fon in a cheft, 
and expofal of them to the ocean.’ The Iaft favage parent 

upon the lilt is Ecbetus, whom the fcholiaft compliments 

from Homer with the title of exceeding devoorer of crude 
flefti.' Homer likewife, in his" Odyffey EL xviii. ver. n$. 
places the wretch in Epirus, which fpecifies that portion 

of the Grecian continent, fituated between Mace¬ 
donia, and Achaia, and in the vicinity of the Ionian feas. 

*A»cJo/X£> 'fiTrEyOyoE 

*Zi’ ZX.Z731 Bzs-lkr.s., BpTKI bMpSIX V&X7KV, 

Thou worft of mortals ’mid Epirus’ reign 
Shalt join this mi fere ant to fhy fubjeft train. 

The words are placed in the mouths of Penelope's fuitors* 

«preffing their contempt of UJylTes, immediately before the 

conteft between that heroe, then unknown, and the ‘ fturdy 
beggar ’ Irus. * 

In the fame book, ver.? 5 . This Echetus is deferibed as a 
doniler; 

m O; fxvo fix rap*n, oCara vMt xzXxs*. 

f The original is very ftrong; molo f it is no 

«tbcr than barbarity itleif, applied to a living objeft, 

‘ Grind the face of the poor.' 

“ Arete, 
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“ Arete, yes ! thefe Colchians from my coaft 

Our arms could bantfh, and releafe the hoft, 

% 

« Whofe care, the maid, we love;—yet Juftice 
u awes, 

And pious reverence of th' eternal laws! 

“ But why Petes’ menac’d frown defpife ? 

Their caufe it fits not; if iEetes rife, 
iC Whofe pow’r tranfcends his own ? definition's 

“ war 

14 To Greece may wing, for vengeance travels far. 

“ Now hear the fix'd refo/ve, (hat mans my bread! 
il Nor truth be veil’d l ohl hear it, as the beft 1 
“ Hence be the will the virgin’s filial charms 
“To keep injurious from a father’s arms ! 

“ Her faith if Hymen’s focial fetters bind, 

“ Thofe charms, an hulband’s, be to him refign'd ! 
“ And Ihould a mother's burden grace the bride, 

“ The helplefs infant be to foes deny f d *!’’ 

He 


* The foregoing examples of ‘ingenious malice* may be 
aptly contrafted with the temperate conduft of Alcinoiis 5 
the author not improbably thus defigned them. The firft 
are a mixture of injuftice and violence ; the laft is the foun¬ 
tain of Jtiftice itfelf. We have been recently aggrieved by 

inftances of children riling againft, and inflicting punifhments 
upon their parents; (till more recently of parents exerciiing 
as whimfical cruelties againft their children. The prefent 
rule of aftion becoming other characters befides thofe of 
heathen principles admits not the violation of A father's, or of 
an hufband’s rights, and promifes protection to infants; and 

thereafon weighs equally with the fentiment, ‘reverence of 

the 
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He ends; and foftly finks to fwcct repofe \ 

Full through each thought her cautious couafel 


flows ; 


She 


.the eternal laws enjoined by divine authority.’ From this 
confideration we may underftand an opinion, before fubmit- 

ted, to be confirmed j that they, who were a&uared by a 
fpirit inhofpitably fevere, even independently of conne&ion 
in point of kindred, as in thefe later inftances of reciprocal 
vengeance from father to child, and from child to father, fet 
up their ftandard againft the gods of their country. In the 
ages of barbarous heroifm, when rapine, debauchery, and 
every excefs of uncontroled paffion charatterized national 

eminence, fucb atheiftical difpofitions could not fail to have 
abounded. The feverities of Nycteus, Acrifius, and Echetus, 
meant in defiance of celeftial will 3 that of Acrifius in 
particular, who was acquainted by his daughter, that Jupiter 
was father of the children, whom (he had lately borne. It 
m3y be however after all apprehended, that thefe fathers 
acquitted tbemfelves conformably, if we take an hiftorical 
fiirvey of thefe matters, with the laws of their refpeftive 
countries; laws affixing certain punifiiments to certain 
crimes in every flare emerging into order, and civilization. 
If we take the conduct of father to child, and vice verfi, in a 
view merely political, may we not advert to the jealoufy (that 
equivocal paffion, which once inflamed bums with a lutfre 
rarely extinguitbable in the moft generous bofoms) feftering 
In the vitals of heathen antiquity r This paflion, fpur'd on by 
•ambition, is the fource of diftraftions prevailing mod where 
affe&ion fbould be m eft extended. A fpecies o {frenzy well 
known, while the// is injorce> to profefs extreme abhorrence 
of thofe, whom every tie of realbn 2nd conzeftwn direfls 

us more cordially to efteem. Stepmothers (a proverbial title 

for the moll abandoned criminals of ancient periods) ag¬ 
gravated too familiarly the father againft his child. Hence 
ve read the bloody records of perjury, and difhonor, of pri¬ 
vate accufations, and public carnage, (for the moft infamous 
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She quits the nuptial couch, along the dome 

Sprung from their /leep th’ attendant vaffalsroam 

True to a miftrefs’ {mile, her whifp’ring voice 
The herald fummons; this, her fov’reign choice. 
Ingenuous anifi.ce, that jafon’s love 
Wrap’d with the fair the nuptial rapture prove f 
In vain were woo’d Alcinous’ will! *tis pafs’d ? 

44 If yet, he cries, the virgin moment laft, 

“ Seek file a father, her.’s the nuptial heart, 

<c No force compels their wedded loves to part/’ 
She fpake \ and iffuing thro’ the chambers’ round 

He wafts to Jafon’s ear the welcome found 

Of fpotlefs counfel ; in embattled pride 

The watchful warriors by the veffel’s fide 
Hail the fond tidings 5 where the city-tow’r 
O’er hangs the port, he fpeaks the nod of povvV; 


caufe never fails to have its advocates !) and laftly of convul- 
fions, frequently undo fed but with the deftruftion of /fates. 
As if from the precife point, in which paflion has once crojfed 
reafon, the two lines gradually continued to enlarge their fe- 

panuion ! 

* Soldier, I had arms; 

« Had neighing Heeds to whirl my iron cars, 

* Had thrones, dominions j doll thou wonder, Roman, 

«I fought to fave them ?’ 

Thus ftngs our expreflive bard, in the perfon of Caractacus, 
addrefling his Roman conqueror I and the latter, had he 

known the « happier talent ’ to conquer himfelf, might as 
confiftently have alked his captive, how he could wonder in 
his turn, that a Roman fliould fight to obtain them. 


Each 
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Each heroe kindles, as the ftrains infpirc 
The theme congenial with his foul’s defire. 
Mix’d the full goblet to the pow rs divine, 

A tribute due, the vi&im to the flirine 
Borne with accuftom’d rite, at once they fpread, 
3 Alid night’s deep gloom, the virgin’s genial bed, 
Spread in the cavern Macris’ favor’d feat. 

Sage 9 Ariftaeus’ joy, the honey’d fweet 


Who 


* The hiftory of Arifkeus is with all the elegance of mytho¬ 
logical eradition defcribed by the fcholiaft in his remark upon 
ver. 500. orig. under the article of Etefian gales, B. II. As 
to Ceres, who feems from the mention of her favorite Macris 
to be interefted in the legend of Arifteus, Sir Ifaac Newton 
informs us, that (he was ‘ a woman of Sicily, who, in feeking 
for her daughter lately ftolen, came into Attica, and there 
taught the Greeks to fow corn,’ A*, ante. Chrift. 1030. She 
firft taught the art to Triptoleraus, the young fon of Celeus 
king of Eieufis. «Hence,’ continues that writer, ‘ Ihe was dei¬ 
fied after death.* And hence, it may be added, her mylte- 
riet derived their original celebrations in Eieufis; however, 
in fubfequent periods, abufes might, as ufual with all religi- . 
ous heathen ceremonies, have crept in, and added a more 
folemn gloom of horrid fignificancy to rites, the more ftudied 
concealment of which became requifite from the intrufion, 
and increafe of fuch abufes. The theft of the daughter of 

Ceres was congenial with the plundering fpirit of mythologi- 
' cal adventure; the more literal part of the ftory is a compli, 
inent to Sicily, the fertility of which was proverbial, as well 
as fovereignly ufeful to the continent of Greece. Phsacia 
Jikewife abounded in fruits of the orchard; a figure 
(particularly if we form our fentiments upon the prefent 
epifode of Alcinous) of the profperity arifing from har¬ 
mony of government. This country, we may iefleft, fpon- 

taneonfiy 
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Who cull’d induftrious, and, invention’s toil. 

From the rich olive form'd the treafur’d fpoil j 
Thy offspring, Godhead, fprang from Nyffa’s plain 
* Her fondnefs fofters ’mid Euboea’s reign. 

His 

taneoufly produced its fruits iu luxuriant abundance j a feli¬ 
city alluding to the enjoyment of every blefling by a people, 
where the fovercign, like Aicinoiis, is a model of civil vir¬ 
tues, 

It may be fatisfaftory to obferve, that Sir Ifaac Newton's 
computation of ancient periods of Greece is reconciled by the 
fcholiaft upon Homer, added to the authority of the moft in¬ 
defatigable Barnes * who (as Dr, Harwood, in his Catalogue of 
Editions, acquaints us) ‘fpent his fortune in his edi¬ 
tion of Homer.’ Thefe agree, that Echetus, Aicinoiis, and 
Arete all furvived beyond the deftruftion of Troy from the 
days of the Argonauts. Troy was taken, according to our 
excellent mathematician, in the year before Chrift 904; thir¬ 
ty-three years after the commencement of this expedition. 
Alcinous is defcribed by Apollonius in the bloom of youth, 
when the Argonauts are greatly advanced in their return to 
Greece* and himfelf, with Arete his wife, no lefs than Eche¬ 
tus, may in the courfe of nature be confidently underltood 
to have furvived, till the return of Ulyfles into Ithaca. 

* Maoris received and nurtured Bacchus, fays Hoelzlinus, 
in the region of Eubcea, after he had been ft ruck with light- 
ring. This perhaps may appear rather a drained comment 

upon the paffage of the text. As to the Efeufintan mytfer/es, 
they are authentically concluded by Sir Ifaac Newton to have 
been ceremonies inftituted in honor of the perfonage, who 
jnfufed a fpirit of agriculture into Greece. From the labors 
cf the field the primary accommodations to the fubfiftence of 
mankind are evidently produced 5 no wonder that the fuper- 
iiitious Greek termed the vifible effe&s of fuch labor fuperna- 
tural * this fuperftition prevented them from imputing the 

effects 
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His parch’d lip cheering with mellifluous dew, 

When Hermes from the flames the viftim drew; 

Indig- 

effects to their genuine caufe, the divine unity 5 to the purity 
of whole nature, and to the fublimity of whofe operations 
. they were Grangers. The corporeal and oftenfible author in 
their entbuf.aftic ideas, the improver in hiftorical confidera- 
tion of the plenty and comforts arifing from cultivation was 
deified. Eleufis is recorded to have made the moll effe&ual 
and rapid itrides in this branch of civilization, at once be au- 

tifying the appearance of the earth, and promoting the wel¬ 
fare of its inhabitants. The Greeks could not fail to fee, and 
to be confcious of the bleding, and a myfterious devotion was 
the tribute to Ceres for thefe fervices, conveyed under a veil 
of mvfiery, in as much as they could not account for the pro- 
grefs of nature from the feed Town to its maturity in the 
car. 

Such confideration purged from itsiropurer mixtures would 
be no bad leflon to our deiffical buffoons in logic, metamor• 
phofotg the unprincipled divine into the fophirtical lawyer, 
when they argue that more internal myftery ‘ the connexion 
of foul with body.' How (cry they in triumph !) can we re¬ 
concile fuch connexion between exigences in their natures 
fo contrafted, as fielb and fpirit £Iow can, we may reply, 
a connexion be reconciled between a clod of earth and a grain 
of corn ? Senfible experience inftru&$ us, that this grain be¬ 
comes vivified by a due adhefion to the clod 5 but from what 
principles may it have pleafed divine Providence gradually to 

add to its Harare, till it produces a multiplied portion of the 

' very fame grain, from w hich the flalk itfeif, and root, were 
primarily derived r Our acute dtilis would be Vutle contented 
to remain without ‘ bread * till they could philofophically de; 

termine the feparate flages of its pr.cefs from its origin in the 
feed, to its perfetfion from the oven. 

The exigence of foul wirii body is evinced by the very ca* 
parity of reflcflicn j if man reafoned fiom matter, the fpecu- 
jation upon his mental fatuities would be folely adapted to the 

ana to- 
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Indignant Juno ey’d the gen’rous fmilp. 

And banifh’d Maoris quits her native ifte, 

Thence, foft Ph^acia, to thy verdure roves, 

And fcatters J>leffings o’er the land (he loves. 

Th’ imperial couch the ready handmaids grace; 
The hide refulgent o’er its folds they place, 
lUuftrious glory of the nuptial hours ; 

Each fnowy bofom heaves with blulhing flowers j 
Their fleps reflected, as they {talk to fight, 

Such from the fleecy gold the flame of light! 
Though keen the wiflies of their eyes, they ftand 
Eager to gaze, nor ftretch the longing hand. 

Thefe fhone, fair daughters of iEgea’s flood ; 

Thefe, Melitaeia, haunt thy mountain-wood; 

anatoraift; and religion would be unconcerned in the enqui¬ 
ry. But the delft fuffers not fuch a deprivation; he cannot 
finely be induced to refign at once his darling natural reli¬ 
gion $ neither would his pride permit him to furrender a pri¬ 
vilege, to which he only alas! can lay claim from fcriptural 
indulgence; that of being < lord over the beafts that perifh.* 
But with what propriety can man artiime fuch a right, or ra¬ 
ther, how can it (I would fpeak with the moft humble defer¬ 
ence, where the divine Author of our nature ftands in quef- 
tion !) confidently be given to him if he is put upon a level 
with thefe beafts ? He pofleffes (l fpeak to Chriftians, at lead 
nominal ones) the moft faithful, undeniable records of a 
refurretfion actually feen, and teftified by thofe, who beheld 
it; and if he, like a petulant fellow in authority, fomewhere 
mentioned, defires to be fatisfied by a perfonal view of fuch 
event, his fcepticifm, on fuch view, would be turned into 

evafion* 

VOL.II. 
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Thofe wooe the darknefs of the level grove ; 

To crown their Jafon’s blifs the will of Jove; 

So pray’d th’ eternal queen /—the cave of Fame, 
Ev'n now refounding its Medea’s name, 

Speaks the fond pair with mutual rapture blefs’d, 
Wrap’d o’er the couch of love the fragrant veft. 
Now rear the Grecian hofi their brandiih’d arms \ 
And brave the myriad-foe to war’s alarms, 

For lo ! the gathering ftorm \—eacb verdant heady 
Gay with the wreath’s luxuriant foliage fpread, 

While Orpheus (weedy trills the genial lyre, 

Thy joys, fair Hymen, choral praife infpire, 

Nor, where thy fmiling bow’r, oh \ monarch, 
glows. 

Was Jafon’s wifh to pluck the virgin rofe ; 

His blifs fufpending, till Iolcos’ home 
Refign’d an offspring to his father's dome \ 

Thus will’d the maid J—the luring inftant calls \ 
—Thee, many-fuff’ring man, what ill befalls ! 
Ne’er climb thy * due-feet Happinefs’ proud hill - y 
Ere clouding woes the fair horizon fill: 

Their dread, while thrilling fweets the moment wing, 
Unratifv’d thy faith, Ceraonian king ! 

Now orient dawn ambrofial light difplays; 
Night's fullen darknefs drops before her rays; 

* Apollonius's cx* may feem not improperly rendered 

by Milton's 9 due feet/ though applied by the latter upon a 

-different occafion. 


The 
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The winding fhores a failing profpeS yield, 

Clear’d from the dews each pathway of the field $ 

A bufy noife pervades the ftreet; the train 
Throng to the round of care the city’s reign : 

From far the Colchiaas roufe th* embattled found, 
Where fea-encircled Macris owns her bound 
True to his plighted faith the king refign’d \ 

The promis’d fenteace of a fpotkfs mind j 

Firm* 

* The city of Macris was fituated, according to the fcho- 
liaftof Apollonius, * near the Cherfonefus*’ this critic affirms 
the city to have been placed oppolite to that of Corcyra, and 
that the Abantians, its inhabitants, after the deftru&ion of 
Troy gave to it the name of Macris. Euboea was fituated 
between Attica and Theflaly. The Argonauts are now in 
the vicinity of Ptloponnefus. 

f This picture of Alcinous conveys the genuine dignity belt 

fuited to a princely difpofition. Fixed to the unbiased laws 
of equity he difclaims the fordid character of partizan 5 no 

head of a faction, and no dupe to an enemy. The furvcy of 
the Grecian heroes by the multitude, the curiofity of the wo¬ 
men, the religious oflicioufnefs of the peafants in their hum¬ 
ble offerings, the tributes filed by the virgins of more orna¬ 
mental riches devoted to the perfon of the bride, together 
with the fele&ion of Orpheus by general obfervation, and 
other maidens, very naturally defirous to be placed in a fimi- 

lar (Ituation with Medea, tbefe combined obje&s conftitutc 
a fcenery, at once pleafing in its fimplicity, conformable with 
nature, and harmonized to the occafion, which the charac¬ 
ters are afiembled to celebrate. There is an elegant and in¬ 
telligent delineation of Helen's character in the Iliad, where 
the heroes of the Grecian army pafsin view before the court 
of Priam, to whom Ihe points out every one by name 5 but 
whatever artful circ urn fiances may appear occafionally infert- 

N z ei. 
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Firm-grafp’d the golden fceptre, right’s control. 
Whence o’er the realm the ftrcams of juftice roll. 
Myriads of fubje&s, arm’d for deathlefs deeds. 
Impatient rufliing, where the fov’reign leads * 
Beyond the walls the curious matrons throng r 
Gazing each heroe, as he ftalfcs along; 

Alike the peafant quits the rural fcene 
(The rumor fpread by Jove’s eternal queen) 

This guides the tender lambkin, yet unbrokt 
This of the refcu’d heifer robs the yoke; 

From thofe the goblet foams with gen’rous wine, 
The loaded altars teem with fmoke divine ; 

Their artful labor’d vefts the virgins bear, 

Rich offerings fuited to the virgin’s care, 

With gifts of gold, and (lores of various pride : 
Wealth’s fplendid honors ta adorn the bride. 

Pleas’d as they view the Greek’s illuftrious race, 
Their form, their habit, and their looks they tracer 

ed, as palliatives to her deliberate enumeration, which muft 
certainly imply a moft ftudy’d indifference wirh refpeft to her 
paft conduct, it may be furmifed, that neither human nature, 
or her peculiar fituation, can adequately reconcile her manner* 
to the order of fociety. But in fuch inftances the poets of 
earlier date adopt perhaps the contracted eftimation affixed by 
the governments of which they are members, to the female 
charaSer, to which indeed poets of all ages have not paid the 
attention, which prudence and ftill more, civilization require 
to be difcharged from the fupercilious affe&ation of the other 

fex. 


But 
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But chief CEagrus’ fon, whofe meafur'd feet 
Soft to the lyre the fong accordant beat; 

Each virgin mindful of the nuptial joys 
To Hymen’s fweets her fweeteft ftrain employs ; 
Now Wafted thro* the dance their circles move, 
Nor ceafe the mufic’s voice apart /——thy love, 
Junonian teacher, bids Areta’s heart 
The fager counfel of her lord impart. 

< His word was pafs’d, th 1 eternal feal of right j 

* The folemn nuptials, ftamp’d with pure delight, 

‘ Irrevocably fix’d!—triumphant ftill 

* No terrors fhake his foul refolv’d of will; 

4 His foul Petes’ vengeance ne’er can awe, 

4 Whofe rule is conference, and whofe oath is law.* 
Fond Colchians! boldly to the fight whoftrod! 
4 To guard his facred rights the fov’reign nod, 

4 Or quit the (helt’ring port its dread command.’ 
—Their king’s refentment checks the (hudd’ring band , 
With fuppliant vows their giddy hate they ceafe. 
And fue the mutual ties of lafting peace. 

There gen’rous eafe for rolling years attends 
The hofts incircled with Phaeacian friends; 

Till the fair fruits of Ephyra’s embrace, 

Thy lineage, * Bacchus, fway’d the fubje&race: 

Thence 


• * Bacchus faith the fcholiaft, 1 was fon of Bacchus, 
or Dionufus, and refided at Corinth his dependents were 
the Bacchiadse 5 * Cherfocrates, one of the Bacchiadae, built 
Corey ra, driving out the Colchians from that country, and 

N 3 thefe 
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Thence to th* oppofmg fliore the Colchian fpeeds 
Fix’d ’mid Ceraunian higbts; Illyrian meads. 
Such, Time’s progreflive roll, the Colchian ftate, 
Ev’n to this hour each annual vow to fate 


Refounds; in Phoebus’ Nomian fane difplay’d 
The Ihrines erected by the royal maid *. 


thefe laft fettled upon the continent.’ * Ephyra,* continues 
our critic, ‘ or Corinth, was fo called from Ephyra, daughter 
of Epimetheus. Eumelus was fon of Ephyra, daughter of 
Oceanus, and Tethys. This Ephyra was wife of Epimetheus.’ 
Such is the heathen genealogy l The candid reader is re¬ 
queued to excufe an inaccuracy in the editor’s annotations f 
upon Pindar’s 4th Ode Pyth. there placing Eumelus amongft 

the Argonauts, which is at leaft not agreeable to Apollonius ; 
perhaps he likewife ought to fubmit his apology for a conjec¬ 
ture, feemingly ill-founded, concerning Labdacus, fon of 

Cadmus, in the argument of another ode of the fame publica¬ 
tion. He profefles himfelf not c felix errore fuo the con. 
fefiion of a fault is his boaft. 

Oricum and Neftsi are inferted in the text of Apollonius, 
which the verfion has rendered the Illyrian meads; the fettie- 
ment of the Colchians in thefe two places defcribes the pri¬ 
mary colonization of the country of Ulyricum, as known to 

Greece. 

• We may obferve, from the offerings to the Deftinies 
exprefied in the foregoing paflage, that the Greeks de¬ 
rived that portion of their fuperftition altogether from E- 
gypt. Medea likewife, we learn, ere&ed altars to the nymphs 
of Phazacia; for thus I underftand the text with the fcholiaft, 
who affirms, that Medea’s altars were ere&ed to Apollo No¬ 
nius, in commemoration of the deeifion of Alcinous con¬ 
formable (npcis) with the genuine laws of hofpitality. 


f Pythian, Nemeari, and Iftlnnian Odes of Pindar, 1778. 
Dodfley. 4to. 

From 
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From thee to Minyas’ race, Alcinous, fpring 
Thofe hofpitable gifts, which grace a king ; 

Yet more Arete yields; the vaffal-train, 

Medea, tend thee from Phjeacia’s reign +. 

Six orient morns were fled • the parting hoft 
Forfake with gently-breathing gale the coaft, 

Boon of indulgent Jove ; the breezy pride 
Far wings the veflel o'er the foaming tide j 
Nor yet the Fates refign Acha'ia’s foil, 

Till Libyan borders fhow’r affli&ion’s toil. 
Ambracia’s wide-embofom’d bay, the vale 
Of Cretan beauty, with expanded fail, 

And each contra&ed ifle in order pafs’d, 

With proud Echina's tow’ring cliffs the laft 
Pelops, thy earth they hail; the mountain furge, 
Upheaving as the frantic tempefts urge, 

Nine fullen nights, nine flowly-ling’ring days 
Wafts them, where Syrtis o’er the perilous ways 
Rears her ftern front! lodg’d in her dreary womb 
Still meets the mariner abforb’d his tomb. 

Around, the rude marfli fpreads; the waftes around 
O’ergrown with mofs, the dafhing waves rebound j 

_i The original fpecifies twelve. 

J It may perhaps be almoft needlefs to defcribe this cluiler 
of earthly nvarts to have been fituated in the Ionian fta, not 

far diftant from the mouth of the river Achelous, which di« 
\ides in its farther progrefs the regions of iEtolia aud Acar- 
nania, part of Epirus. 

n 4 
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Wild region loft in fands nor reptil feeds. 

Nor h oar fely-fcr earning bird of ocean breeds ; 

Th’ impatient tide (full oft the billows* courfe 
Quick-ru/bes from the foil ; with fatten force 

Full oft returning biirfts the thunder’s rbar. 

And madden’d ocean riots to the /here.) 

Heaves far, fcarce- moiften’d by the fcanty flood 
Th* embofomM keel, nor there the warriors flood, 

|J The bark they fly, th’ expanded wilds purfue 

Ev’n to th 5 horizon’s edge $ Defpair’s fell view 

S Apollonius by this flux and reflux of the tide could only 
mean tlie fuperior impetuofiry, with which its return to fliore 
was accelerated above that, which the Argonauts had ufually 
experienced in other parts of their voyage. Apollonius is 
placed too familiarly with poets of mediocrity. Hitherto in 

point of general reputation, to the difhonor of claffical tafte 
and erudition, it may be granted ; but does this mediocrity 
allude to defeft of variety ? if equality is reproached under 
that vague appellation, his fubjeCt, it may be anfwered, 
evidently required it. This equality is furely obviated by 
ricii feenery of epifodes, by fimiles, natural and animated, 
and by the introduction of various manners from the favage 
Amycus tyrant of rocks and mountains, to the firm, but 

compofed Alciooas , the father of a people blefs’d with 
hanhony, and lord of a country furrounded with the fmiles 
of nature. With this laft picture of happinefs how poetically 
contrafted arethepr^/e^/feenes of Jefolation to the man, and 
difgrace to the warrior ? I confefs myfelf difpofed to a repe¬ 
tition, that the want of animation imputed to our author has 
principally arifen from the fire and fury prevalent in the very 
fubjeCi of his matter Homer’s Iliad ; which till later years has 

dazzled the reader, and prevented his relifh of beauties a- 
bounding in the milder Odyfiey. 


The 
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The fcene of barren wretchednefs, where ftrajr 
No foothing ftreamlets, nor a path -worn way 
Aflociate greets, nor fhepherd’s bleating fold ; 

The hopelefs realms eternal filence hold. 

Each deals th* affli&ive queftion ! u Whence this 
“ form 

“ Of favage earth, where heav Vs relentlcfs ftorm 
u The Wretched feats ? in confcious virtue great 
M Oh ! that furrounded by the rocks' rude fate 
“ Dauntlefs the courfe were ours, thou palfying 

dread 

“ Peril’s fure harbinger, high Jove may fpread 
cc The track, which glory fpurns ; our doom to die, 
“ Content! if Heav’n the gen’rous deed fupply. 
u But here, what art thou, valor ? here diftrefs’d, 
“ A puny interval of fickning reft 
“ Fetter’d by adverfe winds, how fruitlefs worth, 
u While frown thefe deferts of unbounded earth [" 
Thus clos’d the converfe; wrap’d in thoughtful 
woe 

At once Aricajus* folemn accents flow. 

u Ye train, for death prepare, of deaths the worft l 
“ Ours ev’ry ill by cold defpondence nurs’d \ 

u For whither fly ?—.Yet a few transient hours, 
u This folitary fcene deftru&ion low’rs, 

“ If breathe the rude blafts from the tide-worn 
ftrancf f 

u Ev’n now where’er I gaxe, the heaths of fand, 

“ Our 
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<c Our fleeting refidence, ufurp the main, 

<e Whofe waves fcarce lireak the melancholy reign. 
c< Erewhile far-tofs’d from earth's incircling round 
u Our Argo wreck’d, wreck’d in the gulph pro*. 

(i found, 

cc Had perifh’d; but upheav’d the billowy tide 

<c Wing’d o’er the fea fublime her daring pride j 
<£ The tide now ifiuing to the central deep, 

<c While fearce th' unnavigable waters keep 
<c The fcanty-moiflen’d foil; nor hopes prevail, 
ct For fuch I deem, to fpeed the parting fail. 

<c Another guide the helm ! of happier fkill 
<c His arm the pilot, whofe ambition’s will 

tc Seeks the Hern rudder’s rule ;—yet Jove difdains 
<e Eafe to our toils, and comfort to our pains *!” 

Tears 

• The phlegmatic < fong froid 1 of the Dutch hath in fome 
opinions been conftrued intrepidity. We hear of thofe navi¬ 
gators, who pcffefs a dozine/s of refle&ion, which diverts 
every confideration of danger. The Itory goes, that fome of 

them, though acquainted with the Goodwin-fands, haveca- 

roufed tbemfelves amid# that wafte of horror, while the tide 
wa scut, and like ftupid bravos continued thereon, till tbe re¬ 
flux of tbe fea prevented their re-embarkment. Our Argo¬ 
nauts apparently ignorant of the real danger attending a fi- 
Tnilar fituation efteemed the long abfence of the ocean (more 
tedious in proportion to their ardor of retreat 1) a fign (or to 
fpeak ‘ala Greque * an omen) of their incapacity ever again 
to fet fail. The mere flux and reflux of tbe tide muft have 
been familiar obje&s of the mariners attention before the 

days, for which die Argonautic expedition has been more au- 
thtntically fixed 5 but tbe quickfands, on which our adven¬ 
turers 
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Tears trickled as he fpake \ each warrior lent, 

* 

Vers’d in the deep, the murmur of confent; 

No more their bofoms free-born courage trace, 

An icy palenefs fhadows ev’ry face. 

As ghoftly femblances of human clay 

Bend through the city’s round their wretched way, 

When wide-deftroying peft, or hofts in arms. 

Or ftofm in thunders menace wild alarms, 

turers were now placed, feem to be fo ftrongly delineated by 
Apollonius in point of horror to every feparate warrior, as 
Jcenes before unknown to the Grecian voyager* Self-prefer- 
vation appeared ‘quite ihut out,’ and an ignominious death 
their inevitable portion. It is but juftice to our poet to affert 
the propriety, and elegance of the fpeech placed in the mouth 
of the much diftmbed Argonaut. A reader, biefs'd with fen- 
fibility, no lei's than a&uated with the fpirit of glory pervad¬ 
ing heroifm, cannot fail to mark the feveral attitudes of the 
fpeaker, aud thofe of his anxious auditors, whilft he feels an 
intereft in their behalf. 

« Si pereo, manibushominura periiffe juvabit/ 

fings the Mantuan, who in the addrefs of ./Eneas during the 
violent ftorm raifed by the artifices of Juno feems indebted to 
the prefent paflTage of Apollonius. The mournful folemnity 
with which a fimile peculiarly correfponding fills the returning 
fympathy of attention in every aggravating circumftance of 
diftrefs, merits a regard due likewife to the general farewei 
of the warriors, not communicated by words, but by a com- 
preffed union of hands, and to their feparate retreat to reft, if 
it could be termed fuch in their ftate of thirft, of hunger, and 
defpair. The clofe of the whole dreary pi&ure with the 
melancholy attendants of Medea, in which two coacife com- 
parifons are elegantly interwoven, is the fineft effort derived 
from a knowledge of human nature. 


Wbofc 
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Wbofe waflefuJ riot o’er the rip’ning fpdil 
In ruin whelms the gen’rous oxen’s toil. 

When the griev’d image in religious mood 
Sweats at each writhing pore, and drops with blood, 
When deep ton’d murmurs through the fane affright, 
And noon-tide radiance finks at once to night. 
Spangling beav’n’s canopy with liars ; the ftrand 
Thus on its melancholy length of fand 
Receives the penfive ftatues of defpair ; 

While the dun eve o’erhangs the fallen air. 

Clafp’d in each others hands, ftern union’s fhow, 
Full from their cheeks the guflting torrents flow, 
Thence ev ry wretch apart retires to roll, 

Stretch’d on the beech, the horrors of his foul. 

To each his wayward couch, as forrow led ! 

Sad heav’d the mantle’s honors o’er their head. 

In tbirft, in hunger, ling’ring dawn they wait, 

Nor Hope their profpefl, but the flroke of fate. 

Far from the hoft the virgin circle figb, 
iEetes’ daughter, fix’d with thee to die $ 

As from the jlety the feather’d orphans fall 
Rivn with huge rent, flirill-plains their piteous cailj 
As tune the fwans their melody of note. 

While down the fweetly-flowing* ftream they float, 

Soft 

• Tbe river exprefled in the original is Paclolusj river of 
Lydia in lefier Alia, The picture of Lydia as delineated by 
the earlier Greeks in aliufion to its firft fettlement is drawn 

hr 
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Soft murmurs fwell the dewy meads around, 

Each trickling brook refponfive to the found ; 

Difhevel’d' 


by the pencil of fable ; fable and antiquity are fynonymous in 
Grecian, and, it may be aflerted, equally fynonymous in the 
profane traditions,(for fuch authority muft finally conclude our 
refearches into events buried in obfcurity) of every nation ; fa¬ 
ble is here, if not the eflence, yet a principle almoft necef- 
farily inherent in tradition. The traces of tradition are 
ufually very languid, and the fpirit of invention (the natural 
working of the human mind) fupplies its place; when that 
fpirit fairly exerts itfelf, who (hall prefcribe its bounds ? The 
ancient Greeks are very fond of allufions in their poetry, and 
indeed in their hiftories (as poetical in the dereli&ion of truth, 
as the ftrongeft efforts of imagination) to the fplendor of 
|gold. This metal fo richly blazoned in the fanciful recorda 
of Lydia, may perhaps, dripped of its furrounding drofs, be 
melted down into the fober coinage of genuine hiftory. Gold 
implies abundance, and may, fiom the plenty with which 
Lydia was bleffed, be elteemed an appendix to the trea¬ 
sures of nature. Such may be the figure of the outline l 
Abundance too frequently hurries the pofleffor into luxu¬ 
ry $ and here the parallel between Phsacia and Lydia are 
certainly at an end ! I mean as Apollonius has defcribed 
the former. Perhaps the former country was the firft 
which exchanged gold with thofe, who occafionady traf- 
fie'd upon their coafts, as far as the Greeks were intereft- 
ed. On this idea the door of luxury was already open’d. 
The Lydian whctftone may imply a more advanced progrefs 
in civil arts. Lydian meafures, lefs anciently characterizing 
their tafte for poetry, mufic, and the fofter engagements of 

+ The curious admirer of clafiical deductions will receive 
pkafure from an attentive examination of Mr. Bryant’s new 
^nalyf. of ancient Mythol. on this fubjett, where he, with 

the ingenuous erudition for which he is diftinguilhed, deduces 

Xge** from 

the 
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Difhevel’d in the duft their trefles’ bloom. 

The virgin woes thus pierce the midnight gloom. 
There all-devouring death each loftier name 
Had fnatch’d inglorious from the voice of fame, 

The warrior crufil’d, ere clos’d his gen’rous toil. 
But ye, avenging heroines, Libya’s foil. 

Soft pity’s errand, for the hofi refign’d ; 

And freed from mis’ry’s load the palfy’d mind. 

the mind, evinces their more luxurious effeminacy; for ta¬ 
lents of this fpecies, however ornamental to their poffeffors, 
and conducive to the heartfelt enjoyment of focial felicity in 
individuals,, rarely become the familiar inmates of public en¬ 
tertainments, till the reputation of the people at large is re¬ 
duced from the fpirit of laborious exercife; and it is perhaps 
the exciufive privilege of our own nation to furnifh in the 
fame charafter the ingraciating pulitenefs of the gentleman, 
and the intrepid firmnefs of the heroe. The tale of Can- 
daules, however readily we allow for wild exaggerations, rauft 
Purely dire# us to the leal difpofition of the age in which he 
lived, and the country over which he reigned. In this tale of 
indelicacy the wife and her gallant confpire againft their king 
herhulband, and as a finishing ftroke of infamy, affaflinate 
whom they had abufed. Dear reverge upon Candaules himfelf 
inftrumental to the debauchery of a wife, whom he had taught 
to defpife him; a fpeedy confequenceof which was, to injure 
him foth the very man, before whom his ir.difcietion had been 
played off. The Perlians are reprefented not in fo profligate, 
but feemingly in a diflipated light, by Maximus Tyrius, who 
acquaints his reader, that they tranfafled buhnefs of ftate over 
their cups . Our recent patriots referable the Perfians in this 
refpe&; though their Bacchanalian fetfivity has been indulged 

to unfittle^ rather than to fettle government and thefe patriots 
differ in another point from the Perfian j for they wiil net 

adore the fun. Max. Tyr. Differf, 28. 


Your 
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Your talk of old, when glittering Pallas fped, 

Arm’d for the battle, from a father’s head. 

With fmile accofting in Tritonia’s wave 
* The c dauntlefs child 7 benevolent to lave ! 

'Twas at the hour beneath the noon*tide ray 
When panting Libya mourns the flame of day. 
Around the chief the fav’ring matrons ftand, 

Slow rais’d the (helt’ring veil with gentle hand. 

His eye averted from the facred train 
Avows a rev’rend awe; their Toothing ftrain 
Flows to his pangs alone ; u ah! why, opprefs’d. 
This fix'd defpondence of a manly breaft? 

Your claim we knew the fleece’s radiant pride. 
Your toils of ocean, and of earth defy’d. 

Each peril baffled, and each deed difplay’d. 

While through the ftormy furge your ardor ftray’d, 
’Gainft human woe behold th’ unfailing fhields, 
Guides of the flock, and guardians of the fields, 
Great Libya’s offspring, earth’s prote&ive pow rs, 
TV avengers’—yet, away th’ affli&ive hours ! 
Jafon, arife ! awake thy Tons of war ! 

When ocean’s queen hath loos’d the rapid car, 
Neptunian glory, rites celeftial pay 
1 To this fond mother, o’er the wat ry way 

• The dauntlefs child 
& retch'd forth his little arms and fnriYd. 

Mr. Gray's Firft Pindar- Ode. 

Your 
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« Your hoft through perils in her f womb who bore; 
<4 So (hall your wilhes greet Achaia*s Ihore !’* 
They fpake! each form though veil’d from Jafon’s 
view, 

His ears the tnufic of their voice puriue * • 

Awhile with anxious glance he gaz’d around. 

And fervent thus, refeated on the ground. 

« Propitious hail! hail, venerable hoft ! 

« All hail, blefs’d vifitants of horror’s coaft ! 

<c Yet obi (unconfcious of the dread decree, 

<c Which bids on Grecian plains our fouls be free 5 
To meet my council’d friends my wifhes burn) 
sc Oh ! grant fome omen of our fix’d return ! 

“ Where § many weigh ’tis wifdotn/'—-from the bed 
€C Wing’d to th’ aflociate youths his clamors fpread, 
4C The fqualid bed of duftj his lordly reign 

** As feeks the monarch of the fylvan train, 

K Hills, forefts, tremble to his thunder’s ire : 

<s Defpondent fears the lowing herd infpire, . 


f The Argonauts, though they paid adoration to Minerva, 
who built the Argo, have not through rue former parts of the 
poem been intimated to difcbarge a fimilar attention to the 
divine ftrncfrure itfelf. The fpeech of the Libyans may feem 
indire£Hy to tax them with ingratitude for fuch omiflion. 


• The meaning of the original feems to be that thefe 

Libyan perfonages, though invifible, were certainly very near 
to Jafon, from the found of their voices in his eats. 

^ The text may be confidently rendered ‘ in the multitude 
of counfellors there is wifdom,’ 

“ Chil’d, 
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« Chill’d the fear’d herdfman f—all in heart rejoice, 
“ Confefs’d, nor horror their’s, his darling voice! 

44 Slowly, with look that loves % the ground they 
44 ftalk, 

44 Around the (hip he guides the fullen walk, 

44 Seats ’mid the virgin fighs, and thus proclaims : 

44 Friends, warriors, hear! three heav’n-defeended 

44 dames 

44 Addrefs’d my forrowing heart j their necks of fnow 
44 Gave to the beauteous waift the veftment’s flow, 

44 A wild goat’s ample hide ! in virgin-guife 
44 Serene they hover’d o’er my care-worn eyes; 

44 Soft rais’d the mantle o’er my head, they call, 

444 Arife, oh I chief / the council claims you all/ 

444 Hence ! to your parent-bark the rites perform, 

414 Whofe womb hath wrap’d you from each hoftil 
444 ftorm, 

444 When ocean’s queen hath loos’d the foaming deed, 
444 Loos’d from her hufband’s car,’” 44 fuch accents 

45 lead 

44 To doubt myfterious ! — felf term’d Heroine 
44 band, 

44 Avengers, and the feed of Libya’s land, 

44 To them on ocean, earth, our fuffYings known. 

“ At once the drain they ceafe ! I—left alone, 

X " With leaden eye, that loves the ground." 

Mr. Gray’s Hymn to Adverfity. 

O 44 No 


Vot. ir. 
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44 No mote their image trice! the (hides of night, 
44 Or claiid ifatniding (hatch'd theta froiii rfvy 


<c 


fight. 


>9 


He fpake ! the hearers ftruck with womler gaze : 
To Minyas’ race a fuddetl fceiie difplays 

The form portentous; form of Ocean’s birth; 

% 

A courier’s fize enormous fprings to earth ; 

Firm tow’rs his cheft! his main, that fidits in gold, 

Sports o’er his arched nefck, the billows roll’d 
Difh’d from each litab quick-throbitigj in his 

courfe 

Rufh’d the fwift rival of the tempeft’s force. 


Glad Pbleiis hail’d the fign, and thtis begin : 

“ At once my thoughts the ci r of Neptune (can 

Loos’d by the bride he loves, the rifother mark 


“ Unerring emblem of the fafcred bark; 

44 Ourfelves the children in her womb (he bear3 


€< For iis her long, her lingering load of cares, 

44 This parent ytt our arfns untam’d by toil 

44 Firm will exalt 5 within the fandy foil 

44 Our guide the rapid courfer ; through the gloom 

t 

44 Of earth to pierce not his the foleihh doom, 

44 Yet points his fep (hor, Hope, thy ftatt’ry 




Vain !) 


“ Some bay conducing to the fubjeft mam 


He 


• Ka$wrts9* can be conftrtied only in my idea as an allufion 
to the paflage from the lake Tritonia, by which the Argo* 
hantt, ver. 1539, following the direction of Triton in tlib form 

of 
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Ue er.is ! the council pleas'd; th’ inftru&ive Mufe 

By me, far humbjpft qf jier fraip, purfues 

■ 

This wond’rous record; froth the voice of Fame 

To truth alfign’d, that ye, who caught the flame, 

* 

Beaming; * full royally ’ From thrones of ftate. 

Great in your tourage, it\ your virtues grpat> 
Through Libya’s defart hights your Argo bore^ 
With all her freight of variegated ftore, 

Clafp’d to your (boulders’ unremitting might. 

The twelfth Aern day, the twelfth unwelcome night *; 

jBut 


6F a young man, entered the Euxine fea, ver. 1573. The 
Euxine flotoed frpm the iEgasan fea at one termination through 

the HeiJefpont, to the Palus Maoris; which I take to be the 
lake Tritonia. ^ 

HacEuropam curvis anfra&ibus angit, 

Hac Afiam; Scytkicum curvattls in arcum. 

Val Flac. 1 . iv. Argon* 


* The adventure of the Libyan heroines was adapted to the 
ideas of martial prowefs. They are defcribed in the virgin 
ftate, and particularly as we obferye their religious inftruftio.n 
at the clofc of theif harangue to Jafon, may be efteemed no 
Other then prie defies of Africa. The poet* it is remarkably 
hazards the account of this exhibition from hearfay aloiie, 
for tradition, to which he alludes, is rarely better founded \ 
but it is a hearfay handed down to his times as genuine fa&. 
Thegoat-fkinsin which the prieftefles appeared alluded proba¬ 
bly to the * infigne’ of Libya. But why Peprefertt fcehes al¬ 
together incredible ? The relation of the Argonauts, whb bore 
the Argo upon their (boulders twelve days and twelve nights 
through part of the continent of Africa, is fixed upon as the 
fubje^t Qf reproach by a writer, who, proud of every frippery 

record in the vagaries of ealtern, plumes hirafelf . upon the tf* 

O 2 dicule 
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But ah! by mis’ry claim’d, what accent flows 

To paint their heart-felt toils, their Heady woes 1 

Such, 


dicule of weftern fancy. ‘ They,’ the Argonauts, faith our 
critic, * dragged their Argo all the way over mountains, or 

carried it on their fhoulders, where they could not convenient¬ 
ly fail.’ I wifli, as a commentator upon Apollonius , to con* 
fine the ftri&ure to his own peculiar hiftory, without entering 
upon the larger, the alraoft unbounded field, which furnifiies 
criticifms for a variety of authors. Be it permitted to 
obferve a certain invidious turn in the words of the accufe- 
tion. ‘All the way,’ implies too indeterminate a latitude, 
limited it is true, in the phrafe immediately fubjoined, to thofe 
parts, where they * could not conveniently fail. Mr. Richard- 
Ton’s manner bnrlefques his reafoning *. He regards not the 
commendable caution of the poet , which precludes a critic 
from the conclufion, that he implicitly credited the faff, and 
therefore, without farther examination into his genuine prin* 
ciples, he, our orientalilt, mud be efleeroed a prejudiced writer. 

He ought at lead to have acknowledged with Addifon’s 
Cato 5 

c The bane, and antidote are both before me.' 

Cato. 

However t<? Apollonius alone Mr. Richardfon will not confine 
bimfelf; he introduces the authorities of Diodorus, Strabo, and 
other later writers,’ to confirm—what ? the abfurdity of a de- 
feription, which their wanton additions have alone rendered 
abfurd. They purfue the imaginary, without attention to 
the biftorical idea. Greek enthufiafm has uiually been 
argued in favor of poetical fuperiority ov?r modern genius, 
heathen machinery is more aptly difplayed in its feveral 
branches of mythological romance. I know not how far 
this fuperiority, if fairly and rationally difeuded, might 


• Mr Richardfon's Diflertation on Eadern Languages, p. 

-86. o&.ed.i. 1778. 

extend \ 
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Such, heav’n-defcended race, your fuffYmg deeds! 
To fuch, neceflity’s fad rigor leads, 

O’er many a dreary path refign’d they pafs’d 

Urg’d to Tritonia’s wat’ry plains at laft; 
Recumbent finks the load ! the fount they fought, 
Like the mad hound to tafte the welcome draught. 
To wounds of anguilh feft’ring in the foul 
They join the thrift's implacable control; 

Yet to no toil the wretched wand’rers yield; 
Triumphant foon they tread the facred field, 

Where the rich fruits matur’d of pendent gold. 

Eternal guardian, Ladon’s lids behold 5 

Still fiend of earth, in Atlas’ clime difplay’d, 

Thy food the largefs of th 5 Hefperian maid , 

extend $ fuffice it for the vindication of our author, that he 
preferves the rule enjoined by the critics, the ‘dignus vindice 
nodus.’ Deities of Africa, whom he folemnly exhibits to our 
view, as they form an elegant clofe to the epifode of the 
* Syrtes/ on which his heroes were reduced to defpair, fo are 
they hiftorically fubfervient to the firft landing of the Greeks 
upon the coaft of Africa. Hitherto the argument has been 
circumfcribed to the mere juftification of my author ; what if 
it be furmifed, that the tradition of thefe voyagers driven 
alhore by a tempeft upon regions, where (cenes fupernatural are 
fignified to have affeded them, together with the appearance 
of the deities above commented, implied 3 corrupt imitation 
of the higher fcriptui al accounts of the ark, the primaeval reffel 
framed by appointment truly divine. That ark to which the 
prefent argo has been confirmed to have owed its origin, the 
ark which rcfiedupon mount Ararat, when the waters from 

heaven had abated ! 
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Who charm’d with choral theltfdy thy force j 

Now by Alcides cruln d the dragon’s corfe 

» 

Sleeps by the tree’s huge trunk; With panting Itrife 
Still the tail vibrates, as in love with life; 

Ev*n to th* extended fpire the pois’nous head 
Its vi&or oWns, 'who gives him to the dead j 
Deep-funk within, th’ urierfmg Javlin flood. 

Each entrail pierc’d, vet reeking in its blood, 
Lernsean hydra 5 rev’ling flies Ground 

Suck the rank fleam, and dry the tbrobirig Wound. 

% 

Clafp’d to the treffes' glow their fnowy hand, 

♦ • # 

Shrill figh the murmurs of th’ Hefperian band, 

Scar’d at th* approaching hoft, nor Jong deplote $ 

In earth they vanift, and are ken no more; 

Each heav’nly form the fweet mufician knew, 

Whofe vows the quick-departing nymphs purfue. 

% 

C6 Of charms perfe&ion, as perfe&ioit’s mind, 

<c Oh ! bend, propitious, to our pray Vs refign’d! 
« If rank’d immortal with the hofts above, 

6C Or earth your favor’d refidence of love, 

« 

<c Or hallow’d nymphs the votive wilds ye trace, 

<c Or ocean boaft in you a filial race, 

“ Oh! lead an belplefs, bopelefs, wand’ring train, 
cc Since to our wifhes thus a look ye deign, 

“ Lead tofomerock } whence pours the gulhwg tide, 

<c Or where the fountain’s Giver waters glide, 

“ To cool th’ infatiate fever! freed from toil 

Should Argo vifit more AchaYa’s foil, 
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“ Ipnum’,r.ou5 gifts, ye firft of heav’nly pow’rs, 

“ Shall crown libations, rich with feftal fhow’rs/’ 

9 N < ■ 

Thus clos d the warbled woe! nor far remov’d 

* 

Their pity Tooth’d the warriors, whom they lov’d j 
Where funk the virgins, flioots the verdant blade j 
And burft the heaving branches yrlde jlifplay’d. 

Full o’er the tree the bloffomM honors rife, 

And fpread their gay luxuriance to the lkiei. 

Thine, Hefpera, the poplar’s foaring brow. 

The fturdy elm’s a fifter’s favor’d bough. 

The willow’s facred ftem, fair Aigle, thine: 

Such in their hallow’d haunts their beauties ihine. 
Grac’d as before with fmiles, a wond’rous fcene % 

• 1 r 4 • * 0 

• ■ 

Refponfive AEgle trills the note ferene. 

And calms their withes, 44 Great indeed thy boaft, 
Prefumptuous herald of thy wand’ring hoft, 

44 Great to that hoft thy fervice ! Thou, whofe 

44 toil 

♦ 

44 Firft made the ferpent’s life thy vi&or-fpoil, 

44 Then wrefts the golden fruits, celeftial right, 

^ • * • p 1 ^ • * 

44 Our wretched talk to mourn thy baleful might. 


of fame 




With 


44 (To vengeance flafhing as the meteor’s fire) 

44 O’er-lhadow’d by his brow, whofe fl^ught’ring 




ire 


u The trophy bears, a lion s maffy veft, 
44 Its native horrors ftill by art undrefs’d, 

O 4 


44 He 
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cc He grafp’d the olive’s branch } he pois’d the dart, 
« Whole point had pierc’d the monfler to the 
“ heart *. 

“ As 


• The ferpent Ladon, to inhance the valor of Hercules mag¬ 
nified into that creature of imagination a dragon, guarded, as 
the fable informs us, the apples of gold in the Hefperian 
gardens. * Thefe were not,’ fays the fcholiaft from Agraetas, 

* apples, but (beep of a moft beautiful color, from which they 
obtained tbe epithet of golden.’ ‘ The dragon defended,* 
fays Pifander quoted by our fcholiaft, * from the earth,’ 

* from Typhon,* fays Hefiod, ( from Typhon and Echidne,’ 
fays Pberecydes j which all import lv.ro to have been of the 
Titanian breed. Indeed the whole fable of the original, 
relative to the golden apples, and the Hefperides, no Iefs 
than the dragon, are derived from the fame fource. The Ar- 
gonauts are now arrived at the weftern parts of Libya, the 
fbat, according to Apollonius, and his fcholiaft, of Herculean 
labors. In tbe ftory of the apples guarded by the dragon, 
we may perceive congenial traces with thofe, which mark the 
fubje& of the Argon au tic expedition ,* they are certainly blof- 
foms upon the fame tree of fuperftitious enthufiafm, whereof 
the ferpent or dragon is the Libyan emblem ; the Hefperides, 
by their transformation into as many trees, may be fabulou/ly 
fubfervient to that part of the Libyan idolatry, which inftruft- 
ed its votaries to worfhip the very plants of the earth. The 
apples may allude to the general riches of the country im¬ 
proved, or procured by commercial intercourfe with others; 

4 * 

and the favage watchman to the great and accurate attention, 
with which they cultivated commerce. We arc farther to re- 

£e£t, that our heroes are placed in a monfter breeding, won¬ 
der-working kingdom. The hiftory of Hefperian metamor- 
pbofis forms an excellent appendage to tbe little digreffion of 
the Hamadryad, B. II. ver. 477. in the fpeech of Phineus, 
king of Arcadia} which may favor an opinion that Hamadry¬ 
ad 
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“ As trav’ling wide a dreary length of way, 

“ And now o’erfpent with thirft his tir’d fteps ftray 
“ Stern traverfing the plain, a ftream he fought, 

“ A ftream by others but enjoy’d in thought. 

14 Heav’d o’er Tritonia’s lake a rock’s vail pride 
“ Swells its broad front 5 fome God the genVous 

<C 

cc He pierc’d with* fullen foot the facred ground ; 
u Full burft the lavifli catara&s around. 

<£ To earth the warrior fpreads each rapt’rous hand 
“ With proftrate bofom; (Nature’s great demand, 

u His paffion’s bourne, the lib’ral rock fupplies) 

“ Then, as the flumb’ring ox, fupinely lies,” 

ad worfhip was introduced into Arcadia before it was eftab- 
lifbed in other parts of Greece, from the Libyan territories. 

Hercules, a few verfes forward, is addrefied in the tranfla- 
tion under his ufual description of Jupiter’s offspring. He 

muft therefore be underftood the Grecian Hercules, an opi¬ 
nion confirmed by the records, fixing Euryftheus (who com- 
mifiioned him upon his labors) for king of Mycenae $ thefe 
labors were devoted to the overthrow of the Titanian race, 
the old offenders againlt the ufurpation of Jupiter. Sir Ifaac 
Newton aflerts that ‘ Amphiftyon brought the twelve gods of 
Egypt into Greece in the year before Chrift 963 * Why may 
not Hercules an Egyptian by birth, be concluded from this 

emigration into Libya to have introduced the more rural 
fyftem of African, derived from Egyptian, idolatry, into the 
religious inftitutions of Greece? Hercules (on the rules of 
genuine criticifm) having derived the fuccefs of his adven¬ 
ture, from the fupply of water magically obtained for himfelf, 
and for his diftieffed companions, guides our refle&ion to 
Mofes, who by real infpiration procured the fame relief in a 

miraculous manner for the fainting Ifraelites. 



She 
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She ends, cal 91-pointing where the fountain flows • 

They ruth impatient, and forget their 

As in the crumb’ling foil, their narrow home. 

The little hoft of ants induftripus roam, 

Or buzzing vifitant of fummcr greets 
Rich drops of honey, rev'ling .in the fweets 5 
Rude fwarm ne’er exil’d from the fe.aft they love ; 
Thus throbiog to the fount the Minyae move ! 
Some warrior-lip, whofe blifs the genial .w^ve, 

4t Great Jove,” exclaims, «ev a abfent fee can 
“ fave! 

<c Thy fon unconquer’d faves th’ adveqt’xing 

%i friend, 

* c Whofe third, his mis’ry ! (hall our fteps attend, 
<{ Thrice happy, if he tread this fertil reign ?” 
Hefpake! to converfe meet the council’d train. 
The fearch refolv’d, they rulhing track the coaft; 
Thick whirlwinds roufe the fand; the pathway’s 

boaft 

Sinks bury’d by theblafts of midnight air; 

Thou, Boreas, yielded at once thy twin-born care 
Flufh’d with the pride of wing $ bis virtue's meed % 
Eupbemes leads the foot's unrival’d /peed*. 

Keen Lynceus darts bis penetrating gaze. 

And Canthus ’ aid a patriot zeal difplays. 

His hope to wander by the gods infpir’d. 

Or by his gen’rous hade of valor fir’d, 


To 
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To tjae'ftidn ftiM of arms % his wiflies burn 


IVhoft 

IVhfe 

Whofi 


riend*s > his Pofypbm* 
labor'd art the Mviian 


m 


Where 


• The heroes fetched for this embaffy pofiefs, as to the 
firft three, fupernatural excellence of wing, of foot, and o? 
fight. Cattthtfs, the laft, is not fo diftinguifbed j but Apol¬ 
lonius was top apt -a judge of human nature to degrade the 
chara&er of his remaining ambafiador by affixing no merit 
thereto. A hobler influence directed him, 1 that of friendflnp, 
for fuch may, or rather mud be implied by his with to quef- 
tion Herculet concerning Polyphemus; add to which that 
it forms an introduction trnely poetical of the deftiny attrU 
bnted to Canthus almoft immediately fucceeding, as declared 
in the fir ft booh, ver. % i% 

f The country of the Chalybes, a people fituated near the 
Nile. Caphaurus is reprefented in the fucceeding lines grand- 
fon of Apollo and Acacaiiis, which laft may feem a denomi¬ 
nation not purely of Greek extraction \ the father of this 
grandfon who flew Canthus was call'd Amphithemis, from his 
fpirit of juftice 5 and Garamas, from his birth in Africa, 
Garamas being a river of that continent. The Chalybes are 
thus defcribed by Valerius Flaccus 

• Saeviflima-——— 

• Gens Chalybum, duris patiens cui cultus in arvis, 

• £t tonat adfli&a feroper domus ignea maflV 

Argon. Val. Flac, lib. iv, 

* Puto,’ (fays Burman) * intelligi officinas Cyclopi.’ I think 
it reafonable, if this is not a more modern picture of the Cha¬ 
lybes, to conclude, that they are the origin of the poetical Cy¬ 
clops in Greece. They have certainly the fame employment! 

The 
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Where thine to pertjb ! ’mid the poplars* bloom 

High o’er the flxand up-heaves the votive tomb. 

* 

Far off deep-piercing thro’ unbounded fpace 

Thy glance, oh ! Lynceus, mark’d th* Herculean 

face. 


As one who fees the regent of the night. 

Or deems he fees, a clouded gleam of light. 

He calls th’attendant three; they feek no more 
Himfelf with folitary Aalk before 
Strides, they retire ; Euphemus fam’d for fpeed, 
And ye, wing’d brothers, twins of Boreas’ feed, 
Moaning your baffled care; thy forfeit breath 
In Libya’s wilds, oh! Canthus, finks to death. 
Thy fpoil the flocks fair-grazing o’er the wafte. 
The peafant’s fleps to ready vengeance hafte, 


The fons of Amphithemis above mentioned were Nafamon, 
and our Caphaurus in the text. The fcholiaft tells us, ‘ that 
Alexander,’ the grammarian, * in his book relating to the af¬ 
fairs of Crete, aferibes a fon named Naxus, 1 from whom the 

ifl3nd of Naxus took its name, * to Acacallis by Apollo, and 
another, 1 whom he calls * Cydon, from whom the city of the 
fame appellation in Crete was derived, by Mercury. 1 If fo, (he 
was a nymph of no flubborn chaftity ! 

’ErifjkErrt>, orig. ver. 1497- is urged by Hoelzlinus, wbofe 
predilection for earlier languages frequently induces his dif- 


play of whimfical erudition, to be derived from extreme an¬ 
tiquity. Of lb venerable a date indeed, that the* mark of its 
origin ’ is out of its mouth l The Greeks feem to have no 
fuch word, and l-zi may therefore be confidered as a prepofi- 
tjr.n before, not part of ft*, pine- I once thought to read 
H fiins-rn*- vituperiis, is derived from * fluo.’ 


His 
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His claim the fleecy charge, thy boaft in vain 
To bear the victims to thy familh’d train. 

Furious he rufliM* th’ unerring ftone in ire 
He hurl’d, of force congenial with a * fire 
Sprung from the pow’r of day, whofe rapt’rous arms 
Enamor’d revel in the viRGiN-charms; 

In Libya Minos wraps the filial grace, 

Her womb the burden of a god’s embrace, 

Erewhile on Phoebus fmiles th* illuftrious boy, 

Whofe two-fold names the gen’ral voice employ. 
Lov’d of the darling youth Tritonia’s maid 
Her twin-born offspring to the light difplay’d ; 

One, brave Caphaurus, whofe refiftlefs pride 
In blood the mangled corfe of Canthus dy’d ; 

Nor thine from Minyas’ hoft the doom to fly* 

Who ftrait the horrors of thy deed defcry ; 

Rais’d on the bier, earth holds the kindred dead • 
The flocks their recompence of worth they led. 
Thee, fon of Ampfycus, death’s iron dart 
Pierc’d ! vainly thine the facred augur’s art 
To ward the deftin’d blow !—«no path we roam, 
Whofe horrors guide not to th’ infernal dome! 
Enormous on the fands, his fhelter’d feat, 

A monfter-ferpent flhuns the noon-tide heat, 

Nor his the will fair innocence to wound ! 

Or dafh the flying trembler to the ground ! 

• Apollo, 

Yet 
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Yet where his ftreatii of fullen poifon flows* 

Each breathing form prolific nature (hows 

In&ant th 9 irremeable Orcus treads* 

Nor thou, oh ! Paeon, (truth my accent flteds) 
God of the medicinal balm, could’ft wreft 
The fling, though faintly on its frame imprefs’d. 
O’er Libya’s realm when godlike Perfeus flew, 

(Thy fav’rite name, Eurymedon, he drew 

From love maternal!) to the monarch borne 
The brow of Gougon from the carcafe torn. 

Where dafh’d the drops of clotted gore to earth* 
There hiffing itnplings boaft their noxious birth. 
Firm in the duft the augur’s footftep bends, 

Beneath him, as he (talks* the fpine extends; 

In anguilh heav’d the many~writhing length. 

Where mufcles mark the central reign of ftrength* 
The flefli he hollow’d j Colchos’ royal fair 
Sighs to the virgin echoes of defpair: 

Thine, Mopfus, unapall’d to ftaunch the gore ! 
The fever of the wound ferments no more. 
Inglorious doom ! diflolv’d in flumber lies 
Each liftkfs nerve ! night fwims before his eyes \ 

His fed’ring limbs in pangs to earth reclin’d, 

Life’s laft laft breath abforbs his manly mind ** 

Struck 

• The death of Mopfus is as ftrong a fatire upon the frivo¬ 
lous boafts of augural eminence in heathen ages, as if intend¬ 
ed fuch by Apollonius. Prophet of every calamity but that 

which 



APOLLONIUS. 


SO? 


Struck With the fcetie of woe, around, the band, 

A mournful circle, with their chieftain ftand * 

Snatchy the lov'd carafe from the fohr beam ; 
Black thro* the vitals creeps th’ envenom’d ft ream, 
The fofc down loos’d by languid dews of death 

Falls floating \ urg’d at once th* affociate breath 
Pants o’er the brazen fpade, fepulchral toil, 

Heroes and virgins, loft in grief, defpoil 
Their trefles honor’d grace \ the gufcing tear 

Flows to the mah of fnis’ry, once fo dear: 

Thrice trod the folemn round, their arms they wave, 
Fill the due rites, and yield him to the \ grave. 
The bark they climb, unfurl the fpreading fail, 
Wide fwell the futges to the northern gale ; 

The track where points Tritonia’s doling reign. 
Anxious they wilh $ each luring hope is vain. 


which is deftin’d for himfelf 1 By the way, it is not unplea¬ 
sant to obferve, how cordially fome of our earlier, recent, and 
yet furviving chriftian reafoners have adopted the fyftem of 
pveddVmariamftn, a main bulwark of heathen devotion, and 
heathen policy, which always went hand in hand. If ever 
the odious term ‘ heretic were confidently applied, it mu'ft 
be more particularly fo to thofe romantic philofophers, who 
fo de/erf the principles of their religion, iubftituting 

romance for feripture! 

t The text exprefles yaX&i to Signify the Joofely-crumb* 
Ung quality of the foil dug out to make, and afterwards thrown 
into the burial place of Mopfus. The epithet is forcible. Sca¬ 
pula calls quick-filver ^uroc ajyvjoc, which will juftify the com* 
pliment of energy attributed in this remark to the text. 

T ofs’i 
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Tofs’d by the giddy whirl the Jing ring day l—m 

As writh’d oblique the ferpent weaves his way, 

Who long lay balking in the folar light. 

And rears from fide to fide his tiffing might. 

Pierc’d by the beam his eyes their lightning (bed 

' Till veil’d in folitude’s recefs his head, 

♦ 

Thus wand’ring Argo many a weary hour . 

The lake’s broad entrance feeks wiih baffled pow’r. 

X Thy mafly tripod, Orpheus gives the nod, 

A foothing gift to every native god, 

X This other tripod, the gift of Apollo, is not unpoetically 
or inconliftently with gratitude reftored to the god himfelf. 
The firft tripod received by Jafonfrom Apollo was on afimilar 
principle refigned to the inhabitants of Hyllas for the future 
Security of their country, as pledg’d by Apollo, the Hyl- 
lenfes having received with open arms, and protected with 
benevolence the wandering Argonauts. Such conduit in both 

inftances ilfuing from a liberal heart, confcious of favors con- 

fer’d, may at lead be fubfervient to a moral purpofe. In his 
refleftions upon the fettieraent of iftands firft, and in pfocefs 

of navigation, of whole continents, a capital lawyer, who 
fathoms (the cafe of very few in that amphibious profeflion) 
the origin of cuftoms and ufages from which the laws them- 
lelves were derived, and who boldly diflatisfies himfelf with the 

fubordinate jargon of technical terms, thofe necromantic rayf- 
teries to conceal ignorance, or rather thofe clutters of grapes, 
profufely beftowed to the tafte of clients, who too late find out 
theirfourne/si a capital lawyer of this more liberal ttamp 
will trace the firft principles of right, founded in prior occu¬ 
pancy, from the mode of pofTeflion here defcribed. But this 
pofleffion was not adequate to ideas of entbufiafra, which 
required the fan&ion of fome deity to confirm it, or rather 
to beftow a portion of the foil, in the name oj the •whole place 
to be poflefled. 

Thou 
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Tbou radiant orb, the grateful veflel fends, 

Chief to thy pow’r!—The train to earth defcends* 
Straight, o'er his limbs youth's rofeate honor glows, 

The form of ftrength-enormous * Triton rofe ; 

A rich clod fever’d from the genial land 

He proffers thus with hofpitable hand. 
u Accept, my friends! your claim a nobler ftore! 
u Would that a lib’ral God could grant you more ! 
14 Speak, if your ardor tempt the billowy toil! 

« (Man not oft for Ocean quits his native foil!) 

“ Fix'd by the fov’reign of the ftormy reign 
« In me behold a viceroy of the main ! 

« Rear’d on the fea-girt ftrand my feeptre’s grace I 

* 

“ And oh ! (if long, long abfence yet may trace 

9 

• Triton fuperintendent of Neptune over maritime concerns 
appears with this donation, and prefents it to Euphemus j this 
aft implies the fir ft knowlege of, or prefence of the Greek* 
upon, the continent of Africa, whi ch from the gift of it to the 
Argonauts they mult be concluded to have vifited in this earlier 
age, as a navigating people. Whofoever would gratify curio* 
fity by a comparifon of the prefent reprefentation with that in 
the 4th Pythian Ode of Pindar, will obferve at leaft, from the 
conneftion between their two hiftories, the fidelity with which 
the traditionary records of the Greeks were preferved, and 
handed down; for it is but fair to conclude futh fidelity in ge¬ 
neral, which is obvious in this example confirming it, for fo 
long a period as from the days of Pindar to thofe of Apollo* 
nius. No wonder indeed, that the ancients (hould accurately 
adhere to records, the continuation of which was alike fub- 
fervient to their vanity, their policy, and their religion. 


Voii» II. 
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tc The rolls of Fame!) behold great Ocean’s child, 
cc From Afric fprung, the raonfter-breeding wild !** 
No more he adds ! Euphemus clafps the prize, 

Of rightful fway, and joyful thus replies : 

If yet, illuftrious youth, the facred ifle, 

“ Whofe fields o’er Crete’s furFounding waters fmile, 
<c Thine eye hath view’d, there lies our port of reftf 
6C The Greek beholds thee a reludant gueji\ 

Fierce tempefts whirl’d us to thefe realms of care, 
cc Our Argo’s ftruftur’d load fublime to bear 5 
Cc Tir’d, to the lake the facred bark we yield : 
cc Oh ! when (hall Pelops’ earth our mis r ry fliield ?*’ 
He fpake! the godhead waves his arm ; the found 
Proclaims* extended lake, thy wat’ry bound 
To Ocean’s central bofom !— tc Warriors keep 
“ Your fteady paffage, where th* unfathom’d deep 
w Quiets his darkling furge ; the cliffs difplay 

<c Their brighter fronts, that catch the folar ray: 

u Here’mid the channel’s narrower path your courfef 
* 6 Yet mark yon’ mifty track !—its billowy force 
Above the Cretan reiga unerring leads, 

Where Heav’n each treafure pours on Pelops’meadsj. 
C6 Steer’d to the right, where opes th 1 expanded tide, 
iL Purfue the welcome coaft with viclor-pride 
f< Far to its onward fcenes !—the broken ftrand 
cc Winds diverfe—there the fea-enamor’d land 
€c Projefls it haughty point! there fpeed the fail ! 
w And fafety crowns the triumph of the gale: 

« War- 
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« Warriors, proceed ! in vain (hall ills afpirej 
“ Youth firings your nerves, and valor fans your 
$ fire.” 

Thus pleads benevolent the voice ! the oar 
Pants from the lake to lift the billows* roar $ 
Wing’d by each with theyhafte;—th’ attendant God, 
Rear’d the rich tripod’s fplendor, gives the nod, 

And wafts them thro’ the ftream no poring eye 
Can more the godhead, or the gift defcry. 

Yet tranfport gladdens ev’ry breaft, that glows, 

A god fure omen of no future woes ! 

The chief, \ fo wills the train, a facred rite 
Selects, the choiceft of the flock to fight. 

And adds the pious vow ! the vi&im falls 
Prone on the deck ! his pray’r the godhead calls. 
u Hail, placid guardian ! hail, by Ocean’s pow’r 
“ Deputed fuccor thou of forrow’s hour 1 
" The waves calm prodigy ; if Triton’s name 
u Thou beft approve, or Phorcys’, Nereus’ fame* 

“ (So deem the virgins of the deep!) to view 
li Oh ! give our native land !” He faid, and threw$ 
Clofe of his pray’r, the victim to the flood. 

•—The Con of Neptune, in his awful mood 
Up-heaves a form, majeftic, and his own ; 

No borrow’d (hape of man !—the courfer, known 
Thus’ mid th’ embattled Circus, fpeeds hU way. 

Wild-floats his mane 5 he practis’d to obey 

P 2 Rear* 
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Rears his arch’d neck fublime; from fide to fide 
Grinds the champ’d bit, his flav’ry, and his pride ; 
So—firmly grafping Argo’s polilh’d keel 

He winds her o’er the (urge with monarch-zeal 1 

The back, the head, the loins, the ftru&ure prove 

His faithful lineage from the gods above ; 

The tail's ftrong nerves a monfter-fifli difplay. 

And fefh the furface of the wat r ry way. 

Obliquely darting their divided gleam, 

Soft as thy crefcent fwells, thou lunar beam! 

Her guide, till roll’d o’er Ocean’s central round, 
Then daflring plunges in the dark profound : 

Each wond’ring warrior murmurs, as he eyes 
The form celeftial of portentous fize. 

Ev’h now th* Argoan port, th’ atteftlng fign* 

Of facred Argo, and th’ exalted fhrines 
To Ocean’s god, to Ocean’s * child appear; 
Shrines, on that aweful day the warriors rear f 
Light’s orient dawn allures the Zephyr-gale; 
Earth’s deferts they explore with fpreading fail f 

• The name of Triton is exprefled in the original. This 
piSure of his appearance, and of his conduft throughout the 
above flight digreffion is colored from mythology. Such he¬ 
terogeneous mixtures as thefe attributed to the perfonage of 
our‘Neptunian vicegerent may originally have been deduced 

from, hicroglyphical extravagancies engraved by the hand of 
idolatry.. 


Aurora 
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* Aurora (miles advancing, anxious fight 
Beyond the tow’ring promontory’s bight 
Marks the projecting earth, and onward main 5 

To Aufter modeft Zephyr quits the rein : 

A wUd’ring joy lb’ affociate voice infpires. 

-—The fun was fet ; meek Vefper’s lambent fires 
Cheer the dark brow of Eve, ferener gueji. 

Who foothes the peafant’s care to pillow’d reft 5 
To (lumber drops each foftly-breathing wind, 

Loos’d are the fails, the haughty maft reclin’d j 
Till Phoebus’ arm unyokes the radiant car, 

Ne’er oeafe the polifh’d oars their founding war. 

Ere night’s thick veil each charm of nature (hrouds, 
Beyond, where heaves in horror to the clouds 
Yon’ foil his (baggy brow, thy rev’rend feat 
Had woo’d the wand’rers, hofpitable Crete, 

Monarch of circling ifles ! thy brazen hand, 

Stern f Talus, crouds with riven rocks the ftrand ; 

Bids 

# The deferts of Africa mentioned in the preceding verfc 

are placed by Apollonius on the right of the Argonauts. 

f Talus, (whom Sir Ifaac Newton defcribes to have been (lain 
by the Argonauts in the year before Chrilt 937, and thereby al¬ 
lots a term of two years, or lefs than three, to the extent of the 
Argonautic expedition, and who calls him * A brazen man of 
the brazen age’) however formidable at firft appearance, fub- 
,mits himfelf, like many other fplendid conceptions, to hiftori- 
cal explanation. Plato, 4 dulce decus Gra'uiin,’ reconciles his 
myfterious chara&er- Rhadamanthus at this period exifted $ 

diftinguiflied for his probity, having imbibed his earlieft prin- 

P 3 cipLes 
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Bids ev’ry halfer fly the fullen ground: 

Diflsea’s ftation, but in vain, they found. 

Remnant of demi-gods, a brazen line. 

Sprung from the mountain-afh thy feed divine 
Jove to Europa gave, thou //land's head ; 

Here annual thrice thy guardian-footfteps tread, 
Unconfcious of a wound, thy vaunted claim 
Limbs clad in brafs 5 th’ impenetrable frame ; 

9 

A vein the membrane’s flimfy texture hides. 

Rich vein y capacious of the vital tides; 

Low to the ankle from the neck defcends ; 

The fecty where life with death affociate tends, 

Tho’ prefs’d with adverfe fates, they mourn no more] 

Infpiring terror wings them from the fhore j 

% 

ciples from Minos, he received inftruftions net in the whole 
art of government, but fo far as qualified him to afiift the 
counfels of his fovereign ; thence he gained the appellation of 
a good man! Minos engaged him in the care of the municipal 

laws ; to Talus were aligned the remaining offices of Cretan 
difcipline. Talus at three diftinft periods in every year vilited 

every village, for the preservation of their laws, which he in- 
feribed upon tables of br2fs; whence he obtained the title of 
• brazen.’ See Plato de Minoe.—Our modern brazen charac¬ 
ters never fail to infult, rather than proteft the laws. The 
manner in which the poet deferibes this Talus in the lines 
immediately following may lead an attentive examiner to a 
elue, through which he may unravel many other congenial 
threads of Grecian characters, and tranfaftions. * By Talus 
the fun is meant,* faith Hefycfcius* The Arkite worfhip was 
pftabliflied, where he ruled. 


Far 



APOLLONIUS. 2i S 

Far from the deftin’d flrand the warrior borne. 
With thir'ft confuming, as with anguilh worne, 

Had urg’d their wayward oars ! but Colchos’ Fair 
Thus calmly foothes the tumults of defpair. 

“ Heroes, attend !-— to me refign the man ! 

« Whatever his race, Medea's conquering plan 
<c Shall cruft thro’ plates of brafs his giant-rage : 
u Not his th’ immortal privilege of age. 

“ Here fix the bark ; my heart no rocks alarm : 

Proftrate the feer ftall own my happier arm .’ 1 
She ends! at diftance from the menac’d ftorm 
Floats the proud Argo ; what her arts perform. 
Yet to the hoft unknown ! her cheek of rofe 
Wrap'd in the * veftments* folded purple glows; 
She mounts the deck ; fte grafps her Jafon’s hand. 
And ftalks the feats, that mark the rower-band. 


# rie nrhoi the origkial word, here rendered veftment, was ap* 
plied by the Greeks to facred habiliments: Medea was a 

prieftefs. It isfometimes placed to fignity the Tail of the (hip 
4 Yanathentta ,'■the poetical offspring oV Argo, con/ecrcto* every 
five years with fofemn celebration by the Athenians to their 
prefiding deity , recorded to have built the Argo. The Part 4 - 
athensean games are handed down as earlieli in dilutions, from 
which we may be led to a conclufion that the firft principle 
actuating fuch inftitutions arofe from the devout eftimation 
with which maritime expeditions were honored. On this fail 
of the Panathensea the war of the giants was reprefented > the 
corrupted fucceflor of that ambitious attempt typified in fcrip- 
tural hiftory by the building of Babel, when man ‘ Hurld 

.defiance to the throne of Htaven.* 



Soft- 



*j& APOLLONIUS. 

Soft-luring with the notes of magic fpell 

The foul-devouring Fates, the dogs of bell *, 

Wide o’er the fields of air who rav’nous fpring. 

Fell fcourge of wretched man, with rapid wing j 
As bends her fuppliant knee, their votive way 
Thrice foar the vows, and thrice tb’ enchanting lay: 
His froward pow’rs fubfide; her hoftil gaze 
A glare wild-dazling to his orb difplays. 

He gnafh’d his teeth ; he fwell’d with vengeful might; 
Drear Ruin’s objects fwim before his fight, 

In all their horrors drefs’d : “ Great Jove, he cries, 

“ What clouded phantoms to my foul arife ! 

4C Nor ftern difeafes, nor intruding foe 
u Deal to my fick’ning heart the fatal blow; 

4< Some diftant arm o’erwbelms.” No brazen fliield 
'Gainfl: Colchos’ venom’d drugs difputes the field ; 
Ev’n while the ftone he rolls in favage fport, 

Whole weight (hould block their entrance to the port, 

• The * dogs of bell* (v. 1666. Orig.) applied to the Fates 
were ofEgyptian growth ; this animal worshiped in Egypt 
might confidently with idolatrous frenzy have been-placed in 
Jbme * infernal office' from the virulence of its difpofition in 
fultry regions; it certainly was the fource of Cerberus, whofe 
triple bead figured in the Grecian Aides from the original 
appropriation of this Egyptian dog to the perfons of the Fates; 

ccmpofed of the magical number three. In the death of Ta¬ 
lus we have another adoption of Egyptian fable. The man of 
brafs is poetical anceftor of Achilles, as to the vein, which 
alone conftituted his vulnerability. 

His 

* 
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His ftricken foot receives the pointed rock ; 

As molten lead, deep guflffng from tht (hock. 

Flows the luxuriant blood; his bulk’s vaft round 
Reft of its prop, falls proftrate to the ground. 

As on the towYing cliff the ftubborn pine, 

Whofe honors (lowly to the ax refign 
The folid trunk, thy half-fubduing toil, 

Stern wood-man, leaves the monarch of the foil; 

Its head (hakes to the ftorm’s no&urnal blaft, 

Then rufhes from the root * afunder braji ; 

Such in his foot awhile the monfter’s truft ; 

Till weak, fpent, loft, he thunders to the duft«— 
Wrap’d ’mid the (hades of night in Greta’s Ifle 
They wait the fair; when dawns Aurora’s fmile. 
Rear’d to f Minerva’s love the facred fane, 

They quaff the fount, and tempt the roaring main; 
Ply with recruited ftrength the bended oar, 

And pant to quit the J promontory (hore, 

Athwart the Cretan furge they fpeed; the gloom 
Of pitchy darknefs, night of baleful doom, 

Awes every bofom ; not a waking beam ! 

No ftar to twinkle, and no moon to gleam ! 

* Spenfer’s Fairy Queen, 

f The text dedicates this temple to Minoan Minerva j the 
death of the enemy having been compared in Crete, over 
which Minos at this time reigned. 

J The promontory is called by Apollonius Salmonis in the 
Ifland of Crete. 

Drear 
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Drear wafte of horror, or from heav’n its birth. 

Or fprung emerging from the gulphs of earth ! 

Nor their’s conje&ure in the ghaftly grave 
If borne aQided, ot on Ocean’s wave ! 

To Chance * commiffion’d their return ! the chief 

Up-heaves his hands in ecftafy of grief, 

% 

To Phoebus’ name the voice of Anguifh rears, 

9 

Freedom, the wifli; while burft the ftrdarning tears 5 
And much his promife loads with gifts divine 
Th’ Amyclan, Pythian, and Ortygian fhrine ! 

Son of Latona, from Olympus’ bight 
Melantian rocks confefs thy fav’ring flight; 

The firft receives thee ’mid the billows flow j 

Thou fhak’ft with grafping hand the golden bow, 

Darting rich luftre—lo ! where cluft’ring fpread 

The Sporad Iiles j with unambitious head 

• It may appear ftrange, that any philofophical fyftem fliould 
have been eftablifhed among the Heathens, which the very 
principles of their religion reprobated; but fuch we find 
in Epicurifro, the falhionable. faniaftic perfuafion which dis¬ 
graced the days of Auguftus. Chance, laid thefe no-reafonersi 
formed the world ; Chance in our author is never fubmitted 
to, unlefs by his heroes, when defpairing of their fituation, 
and incapable of addrefling their deities. The political arti¬ 
fice of'Auguftus encouraged the rank weed, that voluptuous 
indulgence on the one hand, and an idea, that the gods 
never concerned themfelves with the affairs of mankind on the 
other, might render the Remans lefs foiicitous about their own \ 
r» ; ght divert their attention from enquiries into the real (la- 

very, by which the. empire was oppretfed, though the fetters 

Were weaved in fdk. 
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This gently rifing ! to thy feats oppos’d, 

* Oh ! fitter ! there the dropping anchor clos’d 
Their toils ; they vifit earth !—the dawning ray 
Springs forth ! an altar to the pow’r of Day, 

Deep in the covert of the darkling grove, 

Rear’d in the fane, that witnefs’d grateful love. 
They grace thee, Ifland, with the f fplendid name* 
Protective Pbcsbtts gives the realm to Fame; 

His prefencej balm of woes! a pious band. 

They cheer with feftal rites the defert ftrand. 

As, pour’d devoutly o er the torches glow 
Flam’d at the flirine the facred waters flow. 

The virgin-vaffals from Fhseacia’s plain 

Burft in fond laughter at the warrior train. 

They oft Alcinous’ altars wont to view, 

Whofe pomp of facrifice the vi&im flew. 

Lord of the lowing race ; the mirthful joke, 

Not undelighted, and the taunting ftroke 

• This ifland called in the text Hippuris lay in the vicinity 
of the ifland Thera. The Melantian rocks were two in num¬ 
ber ; that ofBaia (for the fcholiafl, from whom this remark 
is borrowed, feems to prefer this as a proper name, rather 
than as an epithet /) and the other of Hippuris above mention-, 
ed. I think however, that the epithet is moft confidently ad¬ 
opted; a name being fo immediately afterwards afligned to 
the ifland by the Argonauts, and Baia feeming to have no 
diftinguiflung character in point ofderivation, which was the 
tonftant ufage of ancient Greece. 

f The name of Anaphe (Alining) was given to the ifland 
fidt mentioned in the Original. 


With 
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With animated fport, the pointed dart 
Of gibes, foft war cf innocency’s heart, 

The confcious ho/I return ; this hallow’d Ifle, 

Ye lovely maids, your more than fpeaking faille 
Owns, ye fsveet hum’rifts, with accordant man. 

The radiant fount of good * your votive plan !—- 

♦ 

Their halfers loos'd, they ride the placid deep; 
While lock’d, Euphemus, in the arms of fleep, 
Metn’ry yet paints at Hermes* hallow’d ibrine 
Thy vows’ fix’d ardor, and thy rites divine, 

The glebe (fo wills the heav’n-commiffion’d dreamt) 

Flows with the richer milk’s luxuriant ftream. 

Plac’d on his thrilling breaft the clod of earth. 

Small tho’ its form, awakes the virgin-birth ; 


* The original literally runs * as often as they prepare fa- 
cribces to Apollo pities, patron of (the ill and) Anaphe' It 
is fc3rcely necefTaty to ac-quaint the reader, that the two 
terms above deferibed exprefs the fame thing. As to the 
jarcsflic dialogue, or wove propei/y, irltirnation of fnch by 

Apollonius, tir-ce we f.nd it not only conformable with ge¬ 
nuine hiftory, but applicable to the very nature of man, that 

eietyvfubiunan concern should arilefrqm tjiemielt, and meft 
nnmixed principles, (a Jim pie idea in the mental world lead- 
jog to every the wore enlarged exertion of the r^afoning fa- 
cultyi) v,e caiuuit be furpnfed, that the expanded oceans of 
fuperilUion owed their origin to the fame fcanty ftreamlet. 
Horace in bis fecond book cf Entitles has deduced the regular 
<jur-lines (>r rather ir.egular!) of the* prilca coir.cedia’ a- 
vxtong tht Greeks Iron* the ;obuH \ivacity of the rough pea- 

fant, * ccnlcnrtd with little' only becaufe lie had conceived np 

■want o: lupeniidties ^ and ‘ courageous/ becaufe he had never 
fren any hvAroxtnt of offence, but tbofe, with which he 

k::?whurd*if ‘implied by nature. 

He 
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He clafps the new-born fair; the fcene of joys 
Each thought in trances, and each fenfe employs ; 
When clos’d the tranfports, his the flowing tears; 
He deem’d her. Daughter of his earlier years ; 
Calmly her fofter folace foothes his foul. 

“ Nurfe of thy children, mine the blefs’d control 
44 Of infant innocence ! behold in me 
44 No offspring, warrior; but the daughter fee 
4 * Of godlike Triton’s, and of Libya’s arms ! 

“ Fix’d by my fire, where many a Nereid’s charms 
44 Unfpotted fmile, my dome the coral main, 

M Faft by the beach, where heaves Apollo’s fane;. 

“ Wrap’d in the fplendor of bis rays my grace 

44 ErewhWe fha\\ fofter my Euphemus’ race.’* 

Deep in his bread the dream his mem’ry feals ; 

He calls the chieftain , nor the truth conceals ; 

Fix’d who revolves what Phoebus* fhrine decreed ; 
And thus rejoins; 44 illuftrious is thy meed, 

44 Thou man of worth ! the gods, the gods (hall yield, 
<c Thy glebe furrender r d to the billowy held, 

“ An ifland to thy rule ; for many a year 

4C Thy childrens children fhall the fceptre rear; 

44 Boon of the gen’rous Triton’s fav’ring hand 
46 For thee’twas call’d from Lybia’sfar-ftretch’d land; 
44 No common gift! a god’s expanded mind, 

44 He met the heroe, and the prize refign’d 1” 

At once, nor vainly roll’d his Jafon’s lore , 

The oracle infpires, the Lybian ftore 
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9 He drops into the deep, the beauteous Ille 
Claims to a fofter'd race the mother s fmile. 
Ercwhile the wanderers they of Lemnos’ coaft, 

’Till rudely banifc’d by Etruria’s hoft 

They wing’d their flight to Sparta’s welcome foil; 

Thence, where Califta crowns the peafant’s toil, 

Autefion’s youth their ftep to Thera leads 5 
His name to Thera chang’d Califta’s meads * ; 
Long-pafid Eupbemus’ date !—the forges’ roar 
Now heaves the warriors to ASgina’s lhore ; 

Arm’d with the vafe they bid the conteft burn, 

‘ Who firft replenitb’d to the bark return !’ 

So urge their wants, as dwells the fuJ/en bl afl; 

To latter days the calm contentions lafb ; 

Ye youths, f ye Myrmidons, in glory’s courfe 
Hence rear the vafe, and urpe the fwifter force. 

Hail, 


♦ The forrender of the clod of earth, (taken from the con¬ 
tinent of Africa, and prefented by Triton to Euphemus) to 
the ocean, is a figure, by which the infular cbara&er of 
the new-created fp«»t is expreGed. In my remaiks upon the 
ifiand cf Thera exhibited on the 4th Pythian ode of Pindar, 
I confefs myfelf to have been under no fmall difficulty of af. 
certatning the precife meaning of the text. Apollonius is a 
lu indent comment on that text; and if duly legarded, the 
two mythological geographers will be obferved mutually to 
alfiif, and to be afiifted by the more general conduit of each 

other. Thera, fays the ic ho bait, was fo named from Theras, 
fon of Autefion, who afBiied, by his direction of theEuphemian 
pijzerMnU to this ifiand, the oracle of Apollo in their favor. 


The inhabitants of ThelTalia were difiinguifhed by the 
title of My ns’; Jons from Myrmidon, grandfather of the Ar¬ 
gonaut 
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Hail,heav’n-bornwarriors! hail, thou gallant throng 1 
f Each rolling year attune my plaufive fong 
To added raptures! for the Mufe beftows 
Fame to your conquefts, to your toils repofe ! 

No more the frowns of adverfe fates prevail. 

When from iEgina fpeeds the parting fail! 

No more the whirlwind burfts I in peaceful pride 
Faft by Cecropian realms fecure ye glide 
By Aulis* tow’rs, by fair Euboea's feat $ 

And Locria wrap’d amidft her cities greet: 

Now fair Theflalia wooes you to her arms; 

And rapture crowns you in your country’s charms. 


gonaut Aithalides ‘ produced by Eupolema near the dream 
Amphryfus in Theflaly.* See Apollon, b. 1. v. 55. The 
amicable druggie to obtain a fupply of water for the ufe of 
the Argonautic hod may not only be confidered as a proof of 
their general fatisfadlion in the nearer approach to their na¬ 
tive country,but as the origin of games, afterwards inftituted 
to the celebration of this Grecian voyage: a confirmation of 
the idea, that the fource of public fports conftituting the 
boafted glory, and happinefs of Grecian communities, lay in 

Simplicity itfelf. 

f This is apparently an allufion to the folemn fefli<val t 
which did honor to Minerva, in commemoration of die Ar¬ 
gonautic labors, in which the Argo was carried round the. 
city of Athens upon the flioulders of the priefts.. 


END OF THE FOURTH, AND LAST BOOK OF 

APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. 
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Farther Obfervations upon Magical Rites, and Egyptian 

Superftiticns in general: omitted, Book IV. 

TF it is permitted once again to touch upon the magical ope- 
A rations of Egyptian prieftbood, particularly as to the pro¬ 
hibition of wine in thole myfterious ceremonies, we may enter 
upon the true caufe of its dil'ufe. A prelate, urhofe writings, 
and c'nara&er are alike ornaments to the church, and toChri- 
ftiar.ny, has in a recent woik explained a point, which relates 
in forae degree to the quefticn here propofed. He acquaints 
us, that« whereas the Greeks, and Latins by mixed wine al¬ 
ways underftood wine diluted, and lowered with water, the 
Hebrews on the contrary generally mean by it wine made 
itronger, and more inebriating by the addition of higher, and 
niare powerfui ingredients.* Helen in the OdytTey is the au¬ 
thority cf our excellent writer for the knowlege of thefe 
Egyptian coir.portions in Greece. When Medea undertook 
the conqueft of Talus, her firft ceremonial a£i was to cover 
her face ; for thus, by the laws of ealtern kingdems, (he claim¬ 
ed proteSion from the infults of the other fex. When/he ar¬ 
rived on the (hore, (he feems to hare entered into conven¬ 
tion with Talus, and by a judicious diftribution of the 1 mirth- 
inlpiring bowl, tempered with drugs,* to have flupified his 
Jenfes, and procured to the Argonauts a fafe p3(Tage to land i 
a pretended treaty was the foundation of the magical procefsj 
and this treaty was infringed by the I aft druggie of Talus, be¬ 
fore Ills faculties had been abforbtd. We may refleff, that 

magical 
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magical incantation confifted in prayer, to engage the atten¬ 
tion of one or more of ‘ their gods many,’ in raufick, or the 
long, and to affuage the turbulence of pafiion 5 the Phar- 
maca rendered the difpofition of the perfon, upon whom * 
they were praftifed, incapable of exercifing his reafonable 
talents. The Greek priefts, fays a burlefqu* offspring of 

Scarron, in a caricature of the Iliad, 

* 

* Themfelves the precious off’rings took, 

* And wifely fed their gods with fmohe 

Brydges's Homer’s II. travel!. 

Thefe viands, it feems, had become perquifites of the 
priefts, on which they may be.concluded to have regaled them¬ 
felves without remorfe. Other perquifites of office are experi¬ 
enced to fatisfy priefts for their trouble in marriages and 
funerals j indeed, in more extended ways, this fraternity pro¬ 
fits both by life and death. The fame may be prefumed of 
the deftination of the wine; for the Grecian gods were not 
deemed capable or proper to enjoy it, ui\\efc lowered in its qua¬ 
lity, which the prieft could not, for himfelf , indure. If we 
Ibould confine our reprefentation to the priefts of Bacchus, 
they muft neceffarily have fipped largely of the grape, before 
their whirl of fpirits could be found adequate to the agitation, 
requifite for their tumultuous rites. 

From the foregoing venerable authority, we may enlarge 
the prefent fubjeft by a clofer application to Grecian romance 
infe&ing multitudinous deities with the palfions, the weak- 
nefles, and the vices of mankind. 

If the following paflage be confidered with the attention 
which its fubjeft, and our commentator of the facred text of 
Ifaiah, merit, difficulties feemingly arifing, or rather affeft- 
edly aggravated in occafional interpretations of the fcrip- 
tural language, may be totally removed ; and thefe holy re- - 
cords confirmed to be dire&ions to the prafiice of a chriflian % 
not metaphyfical play things for the fubterfuges of mock 
logicians. 

( Anger, arifing from a fenfe of injury, and affront, efpeci- 
ally from thofe who, from every confideration of duty and 
gratitude, ought to have behaved far otherwife, is an uneafy 

Vol. II, jytd 
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and painful fenfation ; and revenge, executed to the full on 
the offenders, removes that uneafinefs, and contequently is 
pieafing, and quieting, at leaft for the prefent. Ezekiel in. 
trcduces God expreiling bimfelf in the fame manner: 

« And mine anger (hall be fully accomplilhed ; 

« And I will make my fury reft upon them ; 

« And l will give myfelf eafe." 

Chap. v. Ver« 13. 

This is a ftrong inftance of the metaphor called ‘ Anthro- 
popathiaj’ by which, throughout the fcriptures, as well the 
hiftoricai as the poetical parts, the fentiments, fenfations, 
and affe&ions, the bodily faculties, qualities, and members 
of men, and even of brute animals, are attributed to God i 
and that with the utmoft liberty, and latitude of application. 
The foundation of this is obvious; it arifes from neceflity j 
ure have no idea of the natural attributes of God, of his pure 
effence, of bis manner of exiftence, of his manner of a&ing: 
when therefore we would treat on tbefe fubje&s, we find our- 

fcJves forced to txprefs them by fen/ible images. But necef- 
fity leads to beauty : this is true of metaphor in general, and 
in particular of this kind of metaphor ; which is ufed with 
great elegance, and fublirnity in the facred poetry: and what 
is very remarkable, in the grofleft inftances of the application 
of it, it is generally the moft ftriking and the moft fublime.. 
The reafon feems to be this 3 when the images are taken from 
the fuperior faculties of the human nature, from the purer, 
and more generous affe&ions, and applied to God, we are apt 
to acquiefce in the notion, we overlook the metaphor, and 

take it as 3 proper attribute: but when the idea is grofs, and 
offenfive, where the impatience of anger, and the pleafure ot 
revenge, is attributed to God, we are immediately (hocked at 
the application, the impropriety ftrikes us at oncej and the 
mind, calling about for fomething in the Divine Nature, ana¬ 
logous to the image, lays bold on fome great, obfcure, and 
vague idea, which (he endeavours in vain to comprehend, 
and is loft in immenfity, and aftondbment * 

Dr. Lowtb, Bilh. of Lond, on Ifaiah, 4to. p. 14* 

( Homer,’ fays the fame conclufive miter in hisPrzIefliones 

ds (acra. Poeli Hebrseorum, ‘ and the other' (Grecian poets) 

1 induced 
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< induced by the mod futile fentiments, have publiihed con¬ 
cerning their deities thofe opinions, which however abfurd, 

and impious if accepted in their literal interpretation, can 
with difficulty, if at all, be allegorically underftood. The 
facred * prophets, on the other hand, lhadow the Divine Na¬ 
ture with images appropriated to humanity, and for this rea- 
Ion; becaufe the infufficiency of human intellect neceflarily 
requires a limitation ; but in fuch latitude alone, that thofe 
reprefentations, which are transferred from the concerns of 
mankind to the Deity himfelf, may be never capable to re¬ 
ceive a conftru&ion merely literal. The undemanding is’ 
herein * always dire&ed from thefhadow,’ to the fubftance of 
* truth j nor adheres to the naked image, but at once feeks, 
and purfues that f which bears analogy to the image’ which it 
traces < in the Divine Nature. That fomething, more majeftic, 
and fubiime, than he can poflibly conceive, or comprehend* 
but which actuates his mind with a certain awfulnefs, and 
admiration.* De Sacra Poefi Hebrseoruro Prseleft. 16. a. 151. 


4to. ed. 1753. 

The words of our critic, which carry a peculiar fan£ttoa 
from his abilities, and fituation, may ferve a purpofe, which 

perhaps he might not have intended, but which is called 
forth by the prevailing influence 0 Mifguifd infidelity afcribjiig 
materiality not only to the foul of man, but to the eflence <?£ 


the Creator. 

« We cannot,’ fays an excellent, and candid authority, 
‘ grofsly conceive, that God hath organs of fpeech ; but we 
know aflured.ly, that He, who gave the tongue of man’ to 
fpeak, can whenever for extraordinary purpofes he fees 
good, and whenever he pleafes, form an audible voices at 
his bidding, in the language of our Saviour, < the very (tone* 
will cry out.’ When, therefore, God is faid in fcripture lan¬ 
guage to fpeak, the plain meaning is, that he caufed a voice 
to be heard 5 and to argue this, and fuch fcriptural expref- 
fions, as proofs of the materiality of the Divine Nature, or as 


• I have hazarded this interpretation ,* the original is vates ; 
but the prophetic are principally the poetic parts of the Old 

Teftament. 0 ^ excufes 
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excufes for an endeavor to prove it, evinces either a poverty 
of argument, or a confciou/oefs of temerity.’ 

KefieSions on the Doflrine of Materialifm, &c. By 

Pliilalethes Rufticans, fm. 8vo, 1778. 

It may be wifhed, that the author bad favored the public 
with his real name : a competition of fuch merit, on fo im* 
portant a iubjeft, thould not be anonymous. 

To this inllance, with many others, may be added, in far¬ 
ther proof of the divine, and human nature, figuratively con¬ 
nected, (where allegory is not immediately propofed, for our 
prejent example is confined to the table* of the Jewifli* law) 

‘ the Lord thy God is a jealous God, and vifiteth the fins of 
the fathers upon the children 1 one interpretation of which 
latter words has by * a very candid and intelligent reafoner 
been colle&ed to convey the ufual confluences attending the 
excejfes (in many worldly refpe&s) of fathers, in the perfonsot 
their children, frequently through as many generations as 

the commandment itfelf exprefles. 

Apollonius Kbodius, Vol. II. Append. Orig. bi 3. v*. 105. 

Concerning the cuftom amongft the Colchians of earlier 

date, relative to the fufpenfion of the deceafed male bodies 
upon trees, with an eftabliflied refufal of fepulture.-- 

An author in peculiar efiimation has favored us with fire 
fucceeding account, aflimilating to the more ancient ufage ex¬ 
hibited by Apollonias in the treatment of their deceafed males 

by tb$ Colchians. The quotation may anfwer a more enlarged 
conftru&ion, as alluding to the adoption of cujhms by modern 
governments which are recorded to have prevailed in very 
ancient periods. Barbarifm correfponds in the moil diftant 
regions; why therefore may not a connexion be imagined, 
which from defeat of original records we may not be enabled 

to ascertain ? 

« Till the end of the eleventh century, a celebrated temple 
“ fubfifted at Upfal, the moll confiderable town of the Swedes, 

f( and Goths. It was enriched with the gold which the Scan - 

*- Dr. jortin's Sermon on the Commandments.. 

“ dijnavian& 
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dinavlans had acquired in their piratical adventures, and 
“ fantfifled by the uncouth reprefentations of the three prin- 
“ cipal deities, the God of War, the Goddefs of Generation 
« and the God of Thunder* In the general feftiva), that was 
u folemnized every ninth year, nine animals of every fpecies 
« (without excepting the human) were facrificed, and their 
u bleeding bodies fufpended in the facred grove adjacent to 
“ the temple. The only traces, that now fubfift of this bar- 
“ baric fuperftition, are contained in the Edda, a fyftem of 
« { mythology, compiled in Iceland about the thirteenth cen- 
“ tury, and ftudied by the learned of Denmark and Sweden 
“ as the moft valuable remains of their ancient traditions.” 

Mr. Gibbon’s Decline of Roman Empire, V. I. Ch. jo, 

p. * 45 , 246. 

If the authorities, produced by this writer to juftify the 
foregoing quotation, be acceded to, we mull regard, con- 

fiftentty with his text, this favagenefs of 'z/itf/'w-punifhment in 
a religious light. That the original, from whence the European 
ufage flowed, may feem farther to confirm fuch idea, it re¬ 
mains but to advert to the principles of ancient Colchos, in 
her diftintfion between funera] ceremonies performed to the 
male and to the female fev, as if earth and air were equally 
alloted to the corfes of their deceafed.’ 

The region pf magic was ever the land of baibarifm. An 

eftablifhed law of Colchos had affixed this various conduft to 
the dead. Examples are not wanting in fevcral kingdoms of 
our continent, where the diftribution of laws, even to the 
prefent hour, favors of thofe lefs civilized zeras, when fuper- 
fiitxon ufurped the feeptre of religion, and paflion triumphed 
over reafon. The fame may be aflerted of ancient Greece^ 
whofe devotional rites were borrowed, however great her 
.-diftance, from Egypt # - 

* This Colchian and Egyptian ufage may feem to have 
arifen from the adoration of their deceafed men, who bad 

» # 1 

taken an active part in their conduft during life j this ado¬ 
ration may be conftrued the genuine offspring of that tenet 

£o familiar to humanity, the immortality of the foul, 

0.3 
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A future Kate of the dead, as deferibed by Vjrg. JEn . b. vi, 

and by Cicero. 

*fhat our poet purpofed an allufibh to tenets formerly efta- 
blifhed, which charatferifed the condition of the dead in the 
regions belbw, may be concluded From the following obfer- 
vations, the clofe of which more immediately relates to the 
fubje& now di feu fled ; and happy the editor efteems himfelf, 
that his own fentiments coincide in this,' as in every other 
reflexion of a critic, who has elucidated the hiftory of a 
great Roman, and fuccefsfully copied in his Kyle the melody 
of as great an Englifa writer. The paflage may appear long, 
but to tbofe alone, who have no relilh for true genius, and 
erudition. 

1 Cicero alludes to an * article in the vulgar creed, con¬ 
cerning the general receptacle of departed fpirits. According 
to the popular belief, the foul, at the inftant of death, was 

fcd/idnftedto the infernal regions, fnmed in the Joneft depth 
of this terreftrial globe 5 where, after having undergone a 
previous examination by the appointed judges, (he was dealt 

with according to the part (be had afted during her refidertce 
& the body. This domain of the infernal deities was repre- 
fented as being divided into three diflinft manfions ; the One 
appropriated to thofe malignant fpirits, wbofe moral deprava¬ 
tion being utterly incurable, were conligned to everlaftin* 
pu'nithment; tbe Other prepared for the reception of lefs cri- 
iftinal tranfgrefibrs, whofe moral'd elements being of fuch a 

# • 4 • _ • _» _•_ • _•_;_1 f_ • « 

• The following paflage is referred toj * Hoc vere licet 
€ictrt, P. Scipioni, ex muftifc diebus, quos in vita celeberri- 
moSjHetiflireofque viderit, iMumdiem clariflimum fuifTe, quum, 
Senatu dimiffo, domum reduclus ad vefperum eft a patribus 
cbnlcnptis, a populo Romano, a foci is, et Latinis, pridie 
tjuam exceflit e vita; ut ex tarn alto dignitatis gradu, ad Ju- 
*peros videatur potius, quam ad inferos pervenifle. Neque 
emm aflentior iis, qui hsec nuper diflerei e czeperunt, cum cor- 
poribusaniraos firoul interire, atque omnia morte deleri/ Cic. 
De Amiritia, 


nature 
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nature as to admit of purification, were fentenced to undergo 
certain temporary infli&ions in a purgatorial ftate *. Thefe, 
after being thoroughly cleanfed from the fpotsand ftains they 
had contracted in the prefent life, pafied into the third divi- 
fion, and refided in the ‘ la?ta avva,’ as the poet ftyies them* 
the happy regions of Eiyfium, Some few, however, among 
mankind were deemed fo perfectly immaculate, and fo emi¬ 
nently beneficial to their refpeCtive generations, in the double 
capacity of llatefmen and philofophers, as to Itand in no need 
of a previous purification, but to be qualified immediately 
after their departure out of the body, to enter the celeftial 
manfions of perfect and permanent beatitude. In this latter 
clafs Lzelius intimates that his illnftrious friend might juftly be 


numbered. 

But although, in order to imprefs this important doCtrine 
of future rewards and puniftiments with the greater force 


and energy, on the minds of the people, legislators and phi¬ 
lofophers held forth to their grofler imaginations the fictitious 
feenery of Tartarus, and Eiyfium, yet the latter were always 
careful in their difeourfes calculated for more improved un- 
derftandings, to difclaim alt pretentions of being able to dif- 

cover the frecife mode , by which thefe equitable retributions 
would hereafter be made. It was abundantly fufficient, they 
juftly thought, for every moral purpofe, to be allured, that 
< glorious was the prize referved for victorious virtues, and 
firmly grounded her animating hopes of one day receiving 
it f ? This was the exprefs declaration of Socrates in the 
convention he held with his friends on the morning of his 
execution. Agreeably to thefe fentiments Plutarch compare* 
the moral ftate of man in the prefent world to that of an 
athletic combatant, whofe reward or punifhmcnt will here¬ 
after be proportioned to his merit, or demerit, in the con¬ 
flict. ‘ But by what means,’ continues this very fenfible, and 



* Pagan and Chriftian Home have been familiarly, and 
juftly compared, on a view of their refpetfive vagaries of de¬ 
votion ; the above opinion may be regarded as the parent of 
Purgatory in the Catholic Aides, 

■\ Platon. Phjedo, 

CU 
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A future ftate of the dead, as defcribed by Vjrg, Ain. b. vj. 

and by Cicero. 

*fhat onr poet purpofed an allufidh to tenets formerly ella* 
bii&ed, which chara&erifed the condition of the dead in the 
regions belbw, may be concluded from the following obfer- 
vations, the clofe of which more immediately relates to the 
fubje& now difcuiled \ and happy the editor efteeras himfelf, 
that his own fentiments coincide in this, as in every other 
reflexion of a critic, who has elucidated the hiftory of a 
great Roman, and fuccefsfully copied in his ftyle the melody 
of as great an Englifn writer, The paflage may appear long» 
but to thofe alone, who have no relifh for true genius, and 
erudition. 

* Cicero alludes to an * article in the vulgar creed, con* 

cferhing the general receptacle of departed fpirits. According 
to the popular belief, the foul, at the inftant of death, was 
fcbnduStedto the infernal regions, fituated in the Joweft depth 
of this terreftrial globe ; where, after having undergone a 
previous examination by the appointed judges, the was dealt 
with according to the part (be bad afted during her refidence 

the body. This domain of the infernal deities was repre- 
fented as being divided into three diilinft manlions; the One 
appropriated to thofe malignant fpirits, whofe moral deprava¬ 
tion beiftg utterly incurable, were configned to everlafting 
pu'nithnvent; the Other prepared for the reception of lefs cri- 
ihinal tranlgrelfors, whofe ttioTal defilements being of fuch a 

m ■4 a * » • 

* The following pafiage is referred to; ‘ Hoc vere licet 

€ittrt, P- Scipioni, ex muftis diebus, quos in vita celeberri- 
mos,Hetiflireofque viderit, i’lumdiefn clarifiimum fuifTe, quum, 
Senatu dijniffo, domum reductus ad vefperum eft a patribus 
conlcriptis, a populo Romano, a fociis, et Latinis, pridie 
'quain except e vita; ut ex tarn alto dignitatis gradu, ad Ju- 
^peros videatur p'otius, quam ad inferos pervenilTe. Neque 
enim aflentior iis, qui h?ec nuper diflerere ejeperunt, cum cor- 
poribusaniraos fimul interire, atque omnia morte deleri.’ Cic. 

De Amicita. 


nature 
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nature as to admit of purification, were fentenced to undergo 
certain temporary inflictions in a purgatorial ftate *. Thefe, 
after being thoroughly cleanfed from the fpotsand ftains they 
had contracted in the prefent life, pafied into the third divi- 
fion, and refided in the i lseta arva,’ as the poet ftyles them, 
the happy regions of Elyfium, Some few, however, among 
mankind were deemed fo perfectly immaculate, and fo emi¬ 
nently beneficial to their refpe&ive generations, in the double 
capacity of flatefmen and phiiofophers, as to (land in no need 
of a previous purification, but to be qualified immediately 
after their departure out of the body, to enter the celeftial 
manfions of perfeCt and permanent beatitude. In this latter 
clafs Laslius intimates that his illuftrious friend might juftiy be 
numbered. 

But although, in order to imprefs this important doCtrine 
of future rewards and punifhrnents with the greater force, 
and energy, on the minds of the people, legislators and phi- 
lofophers held forth to their grower imaginations the fictitious 
fcenery of Tartarus, and Elyfium, yet the latter were always 
careful in their difcourfes calculated for more improved un- 
derftandings, to difclaim all pretenfions of being able to dif- 
cover the precife mode , by which thefe equitable retributions 
would hereafter be made. It was abundantly fufficient, they 
juftiy thought, for every moral purpofe, to be allured, that 
« glorious was the prize referved for victorious virtues, and 
firmly grounded her animating hopes of one day receiving 
it ft ? This was the exprefs declaration of Socrates in the 
conversation he held with his friends on the morning of his 
execution. Agreeably to thefe fentiments Plutarch compare* 
the moral ftate of man in the prefent world to that of an 
athletic combatant, whofe reward or punilhment will here¬ 
after be proportioned to lvis merit, or demerit, in the con- 
fiiCl. ‘ But by what means,’ continues this very fenfibie, and 

* Pagan and Cbriftian Home have been familiarly, and 
juftiy compared, on a view of their refpeClive vagaries of de¬ 
votion *, the above opinion may be regarded as the parent of 
Purgatory in the Catholic Aides. 

ft Platon, Phsedo* 

<u 


judicious 
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judicious author *, * the foul in another life fliall be 

with happine/s, or roifery, is totally concealed from human 
penetration.’ It feeras highly probable, that, in conformity 
with this way of thinking in refpeft to the popular creed, the 
Roman poet, after having conduced his hero through the 
feveral mansions of departed fpirits, leads him back again into 
thefe upper regions through the portal, 

Quafalfa ad ccelum mittunt infomnia manes, 

and by no means as intending to intimate,* that the belief of 
a general Gate of retribution in another life was equally vain 
and vifionaryf.’ * 

Mr. Mel moth’s Remark 16th upon Cicero’s Eflay on 

Friendftnp. 

The do&rine inferring theperifiiable Condition of the foul 
as it was firft hazarded in the days of Cicero, may be con* 
eluded to have more peculiarly influenced the labors of his 
phiiofophical treatifes, the demolition of this tenet being evi¬ 
dently a favorite objeft of thofe purfuits. Indeed, if we trace 
the hiiiory of the philofopher from, I had almoft faid the half 

infpired moraJift, of Greece, to the Stoics , Peripatetics, and 

* Cicero died in the ye2r of Rome 7115 before Chrifl 43 
years. Lucretius, who labored the Epicurean doflrines be¬ 
yond the original ideas of their founder, became annihilated 
on his own degrading principles in the year of Rome 700 j 
before Cbrift 5* years $ at the age cf 44: an age amply fuffi- 

rientfor, indeed agrand climafleric to,Epicurean diflipation 
in thofe days, as of deifm in our own. Thefe dates may re¬ 
concile the imputed recency of the tenet reht'wfr to the morta¬ 
lity of the foul; a tenet more fatally expanded in the times of 
Virgil ; and grievous, however true, is the affertion, that di¬ 
vine reyelation jtfelf has not effectually operated againft its 
extenfion in the mmds of thofe, who as fcholars fometimes 
adorn, but as infatuated men in this offered inftance, difgrace 
the pages of more modern chriflian teras. 

f < The doflrine of Epicurus appears to have been flrtf in¬ 
troduced to the general acquaintance of the Romans about 
this period.' Mel moth, &c. Remark 17, 
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tkofe legions of Academic inquifitors of truth, who trumpeted 

their refpe&ive lucubrations, ere the principles of t lie great 
Roman began to dawn, we (hz\\ obferve no marks of the 
felfifh, and brutal dofrrine, which- di(graced the votaries of 

Epicurus; and if profane reafoners indulged more liberal 
ideas of humanity from earlier ages, it may be fatisfa&ory 
to purfue tliofe ideas to the very cradle of the infant, or to the 
deferts of wilder nature. It has been well obferved by a far 
brighter phiiofopher of our own country, that the univerfal 
belief of a deity fo early difplays itfelf in the mind of the 
child, and of the favage, that fuch an idea may be termed 

innate \ it may with equal juflice be atierted, that both the 
one, and the other, have as early a notion of a future (late *, 
though the condition of that ftate cannot otherwife than very 

* darkly’ be explored by unaflifted reafon, or frivolous con¬ 
jecture. 

The age of Cicero may be pronounced the age of philofo- 
phers at Rome ; however frequently his ideas are incom¬ 
petently conceived, his reflexions undetermined, and hi* 
expreflions vague a‘nd confufed, it were to be wifhed, that his 
fellow-workmen in this exalted talk had equalled, in many 
inftances, the confifter.cy of his reafonings his veafonings 
particularly on the important fubjeft of our difculTion, as 
amply conclufive as the glare of heathen enthufiafm would 

* It is more immediately obvious, that Virgil, who pre¬ 
faces his general account of the Aides with an addrefs to 
Di, quibus imperium eft ammarim umbrseque fiientes \ 

Et Chaos, et Phlegethon, loca nofte filentia late! 

appears fiudious to inculcate the doihine of the foul's exigence 

after death, in the fucceeding oration of Anchifes to his fon ; 
from which it may not unreasonably be concluded, that the 
fytfem of Pythagoras, the prefumed inventor of that do&rinc, 
experienced at this period many principal advocates at Rome. 
Servius, the Virgilian commentator, delivers himfelf empha¬ 
tically upon the principle adopted fo early in Greece : c Deum 

non perire manifcdum eft, ergo nec animus peril, qui iad$ 

priginem ducit ; nam pars Temper fequitur genus.’ 

Sei v % in iEn. lib. vi. 

admit 
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admit his diving into its depth, or rather the want of thy 
lambent fiarae, oh, infphatior.! to guide him, as in open day. 

If fuch the fituation of the philofopher, why imagine a dif¬ 
ference in that of the bard, who might Jed the infufhckncy 

of Grecian ideas, with refpe& to a future Rate, tho’ as an epic 
writer he copied thofe ideas from Homer? the Greek eft abli filed 
phiicfophy had received a violent (hock from the days of 
. Cicero, sr.d its more confpicuous opponents might naturally 
have wi&ed to attempt an amendment of its abfurdities by their 
own innovations, probably not lefs abfurd than thofe do&rines 
they declaimed. Virgil ventured not, nor would it have been 

confident, the unwelcome toil of reformation by fiMituting 

a fyftem of his own, which was liable to have offended every 
fe& by its novelty, and preemption, and inadmiflible by the 

inquiring ardor of the times; but ail rmift necelfarily have 
been pleafed when fuch a favorite genius feconded the gene¬ 
ral odium in which the Romans at this period held ‘ The 
£Ute of the dead as figured in the Aides of Grecian conceits *' 

• The fyftem of philofophy placed in the-mouth of Anchi- 
fes, and delivered to his foil in Aides , flowed from the tenets 

of Pythagoras improved in fome refpefts by thofe of his phi- 
lofophical dependent Plato; thefe fages, favorites of Grecian 
were in Virgil's times favorites of Roman enthufiafm. Pytha¬ 
goras died anno A. C. 497. The doctrines of this ancient 
iagewere, in the days neareft to, if not co-exiftei.t with his 
own, promoted even on the fiage by ^fchylus, whofe death 
5; affixed to have been 41 years later. This eminent tragedian 
has with peculiar iblemnity diftinguifhed the aBive principle 
of the foul from the dull mafs of a perifhabie body, which it 
inhabits during the life of the latter. The audience was Athe - 
' z'm- The palDge alluded to has been thus elegantly turn’d ; 

* In fleep the vigorous foul, fet free 

• From grofs, corporeal fenfe, \vitbkeen°r view 

* Looks tbro' the fate of mortals, dimly feen 

• Thro the day’s troubled beam. 

Potter's iEfcbylus, p. 397. 4to. 

> L t:b' Ivfxaci \sLp.ZfJTi~!U 

'£1 ^ 5 ^’tV;crx:x:; Bcirzr, 
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Before I take my leave of this fubjeft, l would with to de- 
tain the Reader with the fentiments of a truly Chriftian wri¬ 
ter, pofieffing the moft comprehenfive and rational fpirit of 

philofophy, and breathing the molt exalted fervor of demo¬ 
tion ; happy in himfelf, as promoting the happinefs of others; 
alike ferene in the bowers of health, and on the defert of a 
death-bed 5 no defert indeed to him, who could not leave iff* 
joyments behind, the deprivation of which he might lament, 
and who panted for thofe of perfect purity, to w kick he felt 
himfelf approaching. 

The following quotations are immediately connected with 

the foregoing plan of my remarks upon Apollonius , and as 
fuch, but more confidently on account of their own intrinfic 
merit, they (ball be inferted without apology. 

< The not attending to the immenfity of the Deity, but 
« meafuring his own power and knowledge by our fcanty con- 
« ception of things, convei fant only about very finite Beings, 

« hath been one chief reafon of Atheifm in the world; and 
« the only reafon of Polytheifm, or multiplying Gods according 
4 to our wants and neceflities, and often according to our fan- 
4 cies. Lucretius (the Clypei Dominus feptemplicis, which he 

« holds out in the defence of our modern natural religion- 
4 men) calls as it were in indignation, upon the Gods 

* themfelves, to witne/s the monftrous impoflibility, that one 

* Being (hould be prefeut in all places, at all times, and con- 

* fequently manage all things in heaven and in earth. Lu- 
4 cian, though he had not enough confidered the nature of an 

* eternal Being, endeavours, according to the indilcreet li- 
c berty he takes with all things facred, and profane, to turn 

* this notion into ridicule, and reprefenting his Deities, as 
i harafTed, and grumbling at the unreafonablenefs of mortals 

« in molefling them always with their gveateft trifles. For 

* this reafon the ancient Heathens invented a God to ferve 
« every occafion, and attend every place. 

4 Modern accounts tell us, that the idolatrous nations in the 
< New World lay under the fame prejudice. Garcilaflo de la 

* Vega, fpeaking of the Gods of the ancient Incas of Peru, 
4 fay* 44 To begin with their Gods, we mult know, that they 

" are 
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44 are agreeable to the quality of their own corrupt and abo- 
** minabJe manners: and every nation, province, tribe, and 

hoofe, had its own particular God. For their opinion was, 
*« that one God would have buiinefs fufficierK to take care of 
*' one province, or family, and that their power was fo con- 
€* fined, that it could have no virtue, or extent within the 
44 -jurifdi&ion of another.” 

4 Antonio de Solis relates the fame prejudice of the inha- 
4 bitantsof Mexico.* 44 Magifcatzin, and the reft who at. 

4f tended him gave but very fmall hopes of the Spaniards 
being reduced, faying, that the God, whom the Spaniards 
44 adored was very great, and muft be greater than theirs5 
but that each of them was powerful in his own dominions. 
4! For that in one place there was occafion for one God againft 
44 lightning and tempefts; in another, for water, and har. 
4t veils 5 and again another for war3 and fo on, for all human 
neceiTities: for that it was impoffible for any one to take 
41 care of the whole.** 

4 This is noticed, th2t we may know, how material it if, 
4 .and how much it concerns us, to confider maturely, and be 
4 .fatisned about the immenfity of the Deity. It feem«, that this 
4 hath bezn the (tumbling-block of human reafon in all age?,’ 

Baxter’s Evidence of Reafon in Proof of the Im¬ 
mortality of the Soul. p. 44, 15, 16. 8vo. 1779. 

In another part-of the fame work our Author adds upon the 
origin of Heathen enthufiafm, 4 by all the veltiges we can 

* trace of the remotefl antiquity in the hiftory of mankind, it 
t i: plain they thought the fpirits of their friends ar.d bene- 
« faftois at their demife were fo far from being deprived of 
4 fenfe, and confcioufnefs therafelves, that they extended their 

- < concern :o the affairs cf their furvivors; and blinded by de- 
« grees with fupefftrious reverence, they proceeded to adore 
4 them, as tutelar deities, prefiding over particular families, 

4 tribes, a.d diftrifls; for a fenfe of religion being by na- 
1 ture one of the ftrongeft affections in the human bread, man 

• is unfpeaksbly mere prone to the extreme of fuperftitionj 
«than: to its oppofste, Atheifm. This was probably ths be- 

‘ ginning 
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f ginning of Polytfieifm, and all falfe religion.* Baxter's 
Evidence, &c. p. 438. 

That fuch are the real outlines of the Greek devotion cannot 
be denied by thofe, who are acquainted not only with the 
principles and conduft by which its prcfeftbrs were diftin. 
guifhed, but with the nature of the human heart, which if 
ieafoning from its own unenlightened reflections forms it3 
rule of a£tion, in confequervce, upon an erroneous, and con¬ 
tracted fyftem j for where the Ample idea is fallacious, the 
complex ones refuiting therefrom mult continue the original 

fallacy, even increafing ir, according to their progrefiion. If 
the old idolaters (and one idolater is the fame as another 1 .) 

formed their firj} idea of a*Superior power (which is the fenti- 
ment of our philofopher) from their relations, friends, or be¬ 
nefactors deceafed, it cannot but be elteemed, as it is indeed 
experienced, to have produced unworthy, partial, and in¬ 
competent conclufions of the attributes annexed to that Power* 
But. even this very (hallow doClrine is a preemptive proof* 
that interweaved, as it were, with the idea of a Divinity, was 
the notion of fame future exigence j. though the mode, and 
quality of fuch exiftence remained to be tricked out by the 
fplendid colourings of their phiiofophical humorifts. The idea 
could not in the humble (fate of their reafoning faculties have 
led them to a fuppofed revival of their dead} that would have 
required fuperior abilities to deduce} for a variety of arga- 
ments would have been effential to its fupport. The Ample 
deification of humanity implied a perfuaflon of continued con- 
fcioufnefs in the objeCt deified. But as they could not find 
room for the deification of every perfon, a very early confe- 
quence accrued from fuch defeft, namely, that they formed a 
hate beneath the earth (an idea move direClly caught from the 
ufage of refigning the bodies of the deceafed into its bofom) 
for the reception of their dead } immediate reception, if the 
bodies had been duly, according to their religious ceremonies, 
intombM. In this hate the fpectres were fabled to flit about, 
unloaded with an incumbering carcafe, and engaged in thofe 
precife occupations, which conliituted their happinefs during 
Ufe< The doftrine of the foul's fubfiltence after death was 

eftablilhed 
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eftabll&ed among the heathens* before any philofophical in- 
veftigations were deliberately indulged to reduce the vagaries 
of popular opinion into a more regularly irregular fyftem. 

Hence 

* As there cannot remain, after the accurate, and impartial 
examination of a late critical divine into the proper paflages of 
the Old Tcftamenr, a doubt, that the do&rine of a foul f, 
fubfiiting after the extin&ion of corporeal life, is fufficieBtly 
'io becolle&edin thofe (acred records, fo may we underhand 
that doctrine to have (hone forth (it may be prefumed in confe. 
qlienee of fcriptural communications 1) amid the chaos cf pro- 
fane enthufiafra. “ The palm-tree” (fays the laborious analyfer 
cf mythology, as quoted from Horapollo) " was fuppofed to 
be immortal $ at lead, if it did die, to revive, and enjoy a fecond 
4C Ufs\ * hence the Egyptians gave the name of Bai to the 
* foul ” 4 The branch of a palm-tree wa6 called Bai in Egypt.’ 
.Analyf- Mythol. vol. i. p. 338. 

But wbatfosver emblems of immortality chara&erifed the 
human foul among the Heathens may be more immediately 
derived from the ancient Scriptural records. It has been 
averted, though contrary to the truth, that no intimation of 
a future exigence is made throughout the writings of the Oid 
Tdiament; a conftruftion highly aftonifliing, if we confider 

the adoption of that idea by thole who corrupted the true reli - 
Surely they who maintained that religion, would have been 
at Icaft equally zealous in belief, the very baft of the prophe¬ 
cies and writings compofed from divine infpiration. * All the 
myjltries of the Gentile world, fays Mr. Bryant, feem to have 
been memorials of the deluge, and of the events, which im¬ 
mediately facceeded j they were celebrated by night with 
torches in commemoration of the (late of darknefs, in which 
, the Patriarch and his family had been involved. After the 
people had for a long time bewailed the iofs of a particular 
ptrfon, he was at Jaft fuppofed to be reftcred to life. The 
3 k by the mythologies was fpoken of as the mother of man¬ 
kind. The (by in the ark was efteemed a date of death, and 

f Dr. JorrinS * Future State of the Dead, See,* vol viL of 
his St miens. of 


APPENDIX. * 3 ^ 

Hence may be reconciled the very extraordinary manlinefs of 
conception, the mafterly fpirit of more refined confifiency 
and, I was almoft going to hazard,the half enlightened triumphs 
of the Socratic faculties I For as the religion of the Heathens is 
evidently found to have proceeded in a gradual courfe of 
fplendid corruption, till the altar peeping from its rudec 
flints became decorated with malty (tone, and every dreary 
beach was honoured with a temple of its protefting Deity ; fo 
may we collect the grotefque outlines of reafon, prevalent in 
their unaltered original,, while heroifm the firft charafter of an 
unfettled people prevented a due cultivation of the mind, to 
have, when fuch heroifm fubfided by the eftablilhment of 
more regular fociety, fixed.the attention, and animated the 
ftudies of philofophy. Studies, which mull be prefumed at 

firft to have equaled the wild conceits, and barbarous preju¬ 
dices of Polytheifin, perhaps augmented in many fanciful 
grains; till reafon flalhed a more fele&ed beam to infpire the 
meditations of a Sociates. Plato # , who fo elegantly intermixes 

the 
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of regeneration. The paflage to life was through the doors 
of the ark, which was formed in its fide. Their return to 
light was defcribed as a revival from the grave. Typhon the 

Egyptian deity (hut up the body of Oliris in an ark, which lie 

con ft r u£led ‘ of curious wovkmanlhip,* reprefented as a bier* 
or coffin } and gave a name to the places of Egyptian fepuU 
ture. Mr. Bryant’s Analyfis, &c. vo). ii. p. 3 16, 331, 33'i. 

* It may be efteemed partial, if a poet reflects upon Plato 
for his inadmiflion of poets into his ‘ Republick in Air, 1 but 
furely that excellent writer has thereby banilhed, in a manner, 
bimfelf ; his turn having been rather fanciful, than deliberate, 
and alluring, than convincing. I.luppofe, that the extreme 
deviations from nature, and common obfervation, for which 
the Greek poets fubfifting in his days were remarkable, with 
the more conipofed temper of thofe days, induced his alien, 
ation from their intrinsic beauties; his own example proves, 
that poetical genius had by no means evaporated, however the 
clang of arms had been foftened into the peacefulnefs of civi¬ 
lization. But Plato will for ever remain a proof of the ima¬ 
gination, 


the poetic, and pbilofopbic character, has by bis favorite 
purfuit of imaginary fyftern left us to admire the moralift in a 
fecondary light alone. Indeed bis way of writing was novel from 
its conveyance in the form of dialogue, and his mode of rea- 
foning may in many refpefts be alledged the fame 5 his philo- 
fopby however cultivated the interefts of man, which /pecu¬ 
lation has rarely, if in any degree, promoted j lie is frequently 
fpecious, always ingenious, and, when it falls in the courfe of 
his compolkion, accurate in hiftorical explanations. Thefe men 
were both ftrenuous a/Jertors of the future exigence of a foul ! 

When fuefathe eftabliflied tenet, from the warriorjamidft his 
battles, to the reafonerin his clofet, It fhould appear extraor¬ 
dinary, that a third philofopher ftiortly after the death of 
Plato built his fyftem upon a principle fo direftly oppofite; 
but perhaps the general prevalence of the former do&rine 
might be his Wronger invitation to join the philofophical com¬ 
bat, which in one inftance or another feems to have been 

waged on every fide. We have however little caufe to ima- 
sine, that this new became the c phitofophy in vogue,' from 
any conviction with which its dogmas imprefled the people at 
large; it might have been originally apolitically de/igned /y/fem, 
attempting to remove the ftern deliberations of more inter¬ 
meddling left?, which marked with a jealous eye the flriJes of 
tyranny ; and to fubftitute a calm acquiefcence with intentions, 
that coaid never be counter:?#ed but by the a#ive exertions 
of bulfling clamor, by the deferrion of placid enjoyments in 

the fearch of what tbemfelves, ar»d every other train of philo' 
fapheis pronounced * the truth,* in ftiort by the adoption of 
a life remote from that, which they familiarly afligned to their 
Deities, 1 inattention to the cares and employments of a tur¬ 
bulent world/ 

Let us however do juft ice to this fe#! In their compofed 
plan of bappinefs they acted confidently with the r primary 

gir.alien, with which the mofr attractive fyftems of the Greek 
philofophy were conftituted 5 and how greatly defective (for 
fuen is the reafonable refult!) every doftrine propofed muft 

hivtr hem to anAver its fuccefs in the fearch after their i philo- 
fophn > iloat* of truth. tenet, 
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tenet, inculcating * tlie total annihilation of the man after 
death for the greateft frenzy could no more thin have fuf- 
ficed to bewitch them from their conftitutional tranquility, 
and influence them to endanger their prefent exiflence 
Such is the pitture of genuine Epicurifm, urtconne&ed with 
the grievous infamy of its followers l Followers, who obli¬ 
terated every little mark of merit in their mafter, by fleering 
a courfe remote from his true intention. Thefe were filthy 
grovelers in the voluptuary ftye! Yet (fo wanton is the 
affe&ation of error, where truth is fet before the view !) the 
miferable tenets of this fupine phiiofophy (which Plato could 
not have failed to drive from his republick, as dead branches 
of the political and religious trees 1) have been adopted as the 
creed of, and have filled up the whole meafure of flippant 
logic in our * herd of deifts. Impotent ^ Priams, who in a 

worthlefs caufe florifh the rufty fcvord of Lucretius, languidly 

Jailing upon the fhield of reafon / am) adding: a triumph to 

revelation ; which can never enhance its value \ ! 

l 

* < Epicuri de Grege Porcos/ Hor. Ep. b. 1. 

| « Telum imbelle fine iftu.’ Virg. JEn. 1 . 2, 
l recoiled to have read a French thing addrefled to Marlhal 
Keith, attributed to the king of Pruflia, in which the argu¬ 
ments from Lucretius aredrdTed up fpvffible in worfe clothing, 

than their Epicurean copyili had afforded; if poflihle; for 
Lucretius muft be affirmed to have deferted the poet, where 
he commences the philofopher. Could not his rejllefs ma- 
jefty have been contented to rob myriads of his fellow-creature* 
of their prefent exiflence, without an anxious defire to purloin 

from the remainder the comfortable view of a future? 

J Evidently as it appears, that the heathens poflefled vigo¬ 
rous ideas of a ftatc, however ivhimfical , of an exiflence after 
death, it may feem ftrange, that an aftertion, that fuch doc¬ 
trine, the main pillar of the New, is in no inftance obferv- 
able in the Old Teftament, fhould have long been maintained, 

a J Uio'.iId (till be hazarded What a level of infpired re- 

cords below heathen imagination l 
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Remark on Arcadia, omitted B, iii. 

In thofe chronological points, which may fecm to convey 
an imputation of error upon Sir Haac Newton, he muft can* 
didly be concluded, as ufually experienced, to have been left 
without a clue to guide him through the labyrinth of hifto- 
rical events. He has attempted to afcertain the particular 
generations of Egypt* from the number of kings conjectured, 
rather thafrfixed, to have reigned during certain intervals; 
but in this calculation, allowing for the omiflionof fome, and 
the exaggerated infertion of others, he finds bimfelf at laft 
neceffitated to allot from eighteen to twenty years for the date 
of each fovereign, filling up the whole number according to 
his own immediate idea. That this was an indeterminate 
mode to enfure any tolerable accuracy, he feems to have beta 
himfelf fenfible. Neverthelefs, though we may not accede in 
this refped to the principles of our great genius, or indeed to 
thofe of any other our happieft chronologers ; it is but a rea- 
fonable tribute generally to acquiefce in his hiftorical repre- 

fentations. 

The truth may feem, that many periods of Egypt were be¬ 
wildered by the myftcrious artifices of tbeir myftery-loving 
priefts. Some perfons are in all ages fo exceedingly addicted 
to lying, that they can never,-but aukwardly, tell the truth, 
It was worfe with the Egyptian priefts; they fcarcely knew 
at any rate how to fpeak it: faffice it to judge from their in¬ 
famous impofitions upon the credulity of Herodotus, who 
has vouched as fa£ts, from their authority, circumftances 
which to every attentive examiner muft be efteemed legends. 

It appears undeniably, that the plan of Apollonius was to 
reprefent tbe Grecian as conne&ed with the Egyptian affairs; 
howfoever thofe of many other ftates unconcerned with Egypt 
may be likewife involved in the Argonautic hiftory. He is 
now difcuffing the navigation of his heroes on their return 
from Egypt into Greece, through a'courfe which they had not 
fteered in their voyage thither. This courfe, fays the r jet, 
was pointed out‘by priefts, tbe dependents of Theba, daugh¬ 
ter of Triton, when the race of Danaiis was unheard of> and 

the 



appendix. m 

the Arcadians alone, araongft the inhabitants of the country 
through which Apidanus floweth, boafted an exiftence, &c.* 
So far Apolionius—Let us attend to Sir Ifaac Newton l 

‘ The Canaanites,’ ‘ preceding the year before Chriftii2 Sl % 

* hed from Jofeua into Egypt, where they continued under 

kings until the days of Eli and Samuel. They were called 

Shepherds by the Egyptians, and lived upon the fruits of the 
earth. In the year before Chrift 1125, or foon after, Mif- 
phragmuthofis, king of Upper Egypt, made a lading war 
upon thefe feepherds, and caufed many of them to fly into 
Paleftine, Idumea, Syria, or Lybia.* Others under Pelafgus, 
&c. efcaped into Greece. * Before this, Greece, and all 
Europe, was peopled by wandering Cimmerians and Scythians 
from the back of the Euxine fea.* 

That portion of the feepherds above mentioned, formerly 
Canaanites, when expelled from Egypt, and adventuring 
into Greece, fixed amongft other places upon Arcadia as their 

future retidence; for fo much it is not incontinent to con- 

elude from the chronological date of Sir Ifaac Newton, com¬ 
pared with the text of Apollonius. Arcadia was inland ; 

therefore beft adapted to difpofitions averfe from the ocean, 
through too familiar experience of its horrors, and on vo/iicft 
they muft have received additional anxieties to thofe preceding 
and attending their expulfion. The country was eligible in 
point of fituation to difpofitions occupied before in paftoral 
labors i and enjoying undifturbed tranquility; it was more* 
over calculated for a continuance of their former happinefs, 
they having here no troublefome neighbors to annoy, and 
little probability of foreign plunderers threatening to invade 
them. They poflefied a fertility of foil, ‘ pafture and arable,* 
which fupplied every rational wife, unpofielTed by ambition. 
Here it may feera, from the very expreflion of our poet, re¬ 
lative to the ancient date of the Arcadians, they lived for 
ages uninterrupted ; for the fpirit of mankind, ever anxious 
to climb the mountain, climbed but to overlook the valley, in 
which more humble ftation they might have been taught far 
better leflons than it has been in their power to give, 

R z 
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When I firft infpe&ed the fecond book of Apollonius, in 
which he exhibits an interview between Argus, fon of Phrix- 
us, and the Argonauts, I entertained an idea, that the 
nameof Argus was, as a repetition of the fame appellation 
already beftowed upon another, little lefs than a redundancy* 
and on that account had a fufpicious afpeft: I was therefore 
difpofed to change the Colchian Argus into Areas. The 
'earlieft inhabitants of Greece (and of thefe Phrixus raay be 
concluded in the number, from the period aferibed to liis 
exiftence) were compofed of emigrants from Egypt into Ar¬ 
cadia. What part of Greece can Phrixus be prefumed, in 
tbofe ancient days, to have inhabited, except Arcadia ? The 
political fituation of Egypt, at the time of the Argonautic 
expedition, feems farther to afeertain the queftion. Kings 
familiarly experience a defertion in thofe 4 even of their own 
houfehold,’ and perhaps moft feverely, as difappointment 
more ftrongly aggravates, where connexion might lay claim 
to favorable treatment: kings experience a more miferable de- 
iertion, when the heart of the fubjeft has been alienated, or 
a divifion of regard is created between the will of a fovereign 
and the clafning interefis of the people. Government is to be 
confidered a more extenfi vcfamily ; how often are individuals 
taunted by the defertion of kindred friends, when they feel 
a decline of profperiry ? 

The kingdom of Egypt mud have been cor.fiderably infe¬ 
rior, in point of date, to the favored nation of Providence; 
we are diffidently acquainted with the time when the Ifra- 
elites firfi fet out for the land of Egypt. Egypt was fo thinly 
peopled, before the birth of Mofes, that Pharaoh faid of the 
Ifraelites, “ Behold the people of the children of Ifrael are 
„ more and mightier than we *.** Egypt nmft therefore have 
pofleffed but an infant ftate, when Mofes was born, (which 
happened very fliortly after this declaration of Pharaoh) com¬ 
paratively with the condition of the Ifraelites. 


Thu, 
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This, added to other circumftances of a more charafteriftic 
nature, may ferve to explain a paiTage * in the holy writings, 
which aflerts, that ‘ to eat bread with the Hebrews was an 
abomination to the Egyptians.* 

The Hebrews are expreflcd by Jofeph to Pharaoh to have 
been bred fhepherds, and on this principle the Egyptians are 
afTerted to have declined a communication with them at table 
—a difguft arifing from the Hebrew origin of the former • 
Thefe were not addi&ed to idolatry 5 they adored, as vifibly 
protected by, the * One True God.* Irreconcilable principles 
were the * hardners of Pharaoh’s heart.* This hardnefs wa# 
indeed in fome degree political j a change of devotion among 
the Egyptians might probably have introduced a change o£ 
government. 

f * Shepherds were an abomination to the Egyptians 
this may \ have originated in the different obje&s of 
worffrip eftablifhed among the Ifraelites and the Egyp¬ 
tians. The former facrificmg fheep and oxen to One God > 
the latter, (if any thing) the fruits of the earth to many 
gods A Angle fpavk of difference in religious fentiments 
will foon fpread a conflagration. 

From this abhorrence of inter-communication between the 
Egyptians and Hebrews, Sir Ifaac Newton collects 1 that 
Pharaoh and his court were at this time not (hepherds, but 
genuine Egyptians.’ I apprehend that the idea of fliepherd- 
kings in Egypt is prematurely applied to the ancientdays 
here fpoken of by the divine hiftorian ; indeed if we admit 


• Genefis, ch. xliii. ver. 32. 

^ Genefis, cb.xlvii. 

X See Sir Ifaac Newton’s Chronology, p. 203. 

^ No authority evincing, that at the period above defcribed 
by Holy Writ, facrifices of any fort were praftifed among the 
Egyptians, it may be concluded, that, whatfoever their mode 
of adoration, it confffted not in facvifice, till their experience 
and confequent abomination of fuch worffiip in the Hebrews 
jqcited them to vilify by burlefquing it. ; 
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their fovereignty (which is the moft we can do) in one quarter 
of Egypt, it can fcarcely be concluded, that any intercourfe 
fubfifted between them, and the Pharaoh, who ruled over the 
other. The diftance rauft have been too confiderable, and the 
very humble condition of the Egyptian territories too un- 
promifing for fuch extended acquaintance. The upper, and 
the lower Egypt could only, at the period in queftion, have 
borne the appearance of two feparate unconneSed nations. 

The Egyptians might • not eat bread with the Hebrews j 
a peculiarity explicable from the veneration of hofpitality in 
oriental regions, which breathed a fpirit of philanthropy upon 
all thofe, aliens, no lefs than brethren, with whom the inha. 

bitants of thefe regions c fat at meat/ Had the Egyptians 

entered into a focial unrefervednefs with the lfraeUtes y they 
muft have been intitled, by the rules eftabllfhed amongft the 
former, to prote&ion from every infult, and to every mark of 
amity and regard. The Egyptians were therefore prohibited 
from a near approach to familiarity with thofe, whofe religion 
was in faft th t abomination of their fuperftitions. * If, fays the 
infpired writer of Exodus t to the fucceffor of Pharaoh, * the 
people of Ifrael fhould facrifice in the land of Egypt, they 
ihould facrifice the abomination of Egypt/ 

The fame perfon acquaints us % f that the children of Ifrael 

conduced from Egypt arrived at Elim, in which were twelve 

fountains of water, and threefcore and ten palm trees; the 
latter is cbara&eriftic of the country of Judea, which |J Dio¬ 
dorus places agreeably to facred intelligence not at a con. 
fiderable diftance from Egypt. Diodorus had immediately 

• « Call him, that be may eat bread,* is an expreffidn of 
Reuel’s cordiality to Mofes, who had fuccoured his daughters. 
Exod. ch.ii. ver. 2. 

•j- Exod. ch. viii. ver. 26. 

% Exod. ch. xv. laft verfe. This event is placed to the year 
before Chrift, 1491. 

£ Diodorus Siculus, lib* xl. 


before 
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.before fignified, that ‘ in earliefk time$ of Egypt great numbers 
pf foreign people flocked thither, and thefe brought with 
fhem foreign ceremonies of idolatrous worfliip, which occa* 
fibned in the courts. of years their expulfion from that em¬ 
pire.’ The Sicilian proceeds to name the particular adven¬ 
turers above-mentioned, * who were Danaiis, Cadmus, and 
their attendants,* . Thefe may be conftrued to have been the 
1 Canaanites who .fled from Jofhua' according to Sir Ifaac 

I ‘ r»t % j V ' * 1 i ,M ^ 

Newton, ana reigned in lower Egypt till the days of Eli, and 
Samuel. # They fed on flefli, and facrificed njen after the man¬ 
ner of 4he Phoenicians, and were called fliepherds by the 
Egyptians, who liye.d only upon the fruits of the earth.* The 
expulfion of the Canaanites from their dominions by Joflma 

is afcertained to the year before Cb rift 1445 : And Cadmus 
Daria’us, and the other giants, as termed in fcripture, are 
Grecian appellations for tliofe who had been king* of Canaan, 
It may reafonably he fuppofed that the title pf fhepherds was 

affixed ‘ to the Canaan’fte exiles above-mentioned, from a con- 

* * * * * % 1 * # ^ * 

‘clufion, that they were the fame as the Hebrews, whom the 
Egyptians had firft feen in their land in the year 1706 before 
Chrift, about »6o years before the arrival of the Canaanites ; 
thefe laft may be reafonably fuppofed to have retained their 
original name amongft the Egyptians, till finally driven from 
the tend. 

, As to the facrifice of men by thefe new immigrants into 
Egypt,* it cannot be concluded their general pra&ife 5 for the 
.Phoenicians, from whom they are reprefented to have derived 
this inftance of brutal barbarifm, 1 deified thofe of their own 
country, when dead/ The Canaanites are authenticated by 
fcripture to have been a boifterous people, reftlefs in their 
ambition, and unrelenting in war. Thefe Nimrods of the 
earth .may be prefumed to have carried to, and poffefled in, 
Egypt as final 1 a portion of civilized principles, as when in 
their own country. The felf-licenfed pefis of rapine, violence, 


Danatis came into Greece, fays Sir Ifaac, in the year be¬ 


fore Chrift, 964. 
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and definition, were by a flight, if any, aggravation of 
manners animated to deftroy every opponent in battle, and 
to facrifice their miferable captives to deities, to whom blood 
was of a fweet fmelling favor, as it was the darling paflion of 
their gzcb congenial bofoms When nature has been coun- 
tera&ed by a dereliflion of the finer feelings, (he is ufually, 

and by fpeedy ftrides, perverted to the extreme oppofite. 

She feems to have been perverted, from the fame principles, 
however varied in the m eve formality of filch perverfion, in the 
Canaanite, as in the Egyptian. The Canaanite ate flefh j the 
Egyptian confined his diet to vegetable fubftances: Whatfo- 
ever opinion may be indulged relatively to the conduct of the 
former, the latter could not, confiftently with his adoption 
of religious principles, have admitted a fimiliar fatisfaflion of 

bis hunger f. 

That the Egyptians praftifed the raoft unbounded excefles 
of idolatry can be little queftoned, and as JittJe wondered 
atj they were, ccmpoied of thofe, who divided themfelves 

« The firfi mention of any intercourfe between the Hebrews, 
and Egyptians by Mofts, is contained in the twelfth chapter of 
Genefis, wherein Abram is exprefled to have gone « down 
* into Egypt to fojourn there-’ This event took place in -the 
year before Chrift, 1911: Pharaoh was then king of Egypt, 
and from an application of that name by holy writ to many 
fucceeding rulers of Egypt, we may conclude it to have 

pointed a continuance of the fceptre in the hand of one indi¬ 
vidual line 5 at leaft, that it was, agreeably to Eaftern cuftom, 

a title affixed to thofe who at the carlieft periods grafped the 

Egyptian fceptre. 

, f From the period of the year before Chrift 1911, when 
Abram, according to the remark immediately preceding, vi- 
fited the land of Egypt, the Egyptians are not mentioned to 

have been vifired by the Ifraeiites (Abram had quitted them 
within a ftiorttime after his firft arrival) tiU Jofeph was fold to 

Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of his guard, in the 
y«ar before Chrift, 1729, 

upon 
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upon the earth in confequence of the primitive ambition, 
d it played by their father Nimrod, in the vain attempt 
to- ere& the Tower of Babel. This tower was evidently 
built in defiance of almighty will j an emblem of that fpi*. 
rif, which fitortly afterwards proved it/elf fubfervient to 
the enthufiafm of pafiion in the conftruftion of cities fox 

defence j for defence again/t tfaofe enemies raifed up by their 
oppofmg frenzy among their neighbors, who coaid not eafily 

furrchder pofieffions, to which prior occupancy had eftablifbed 
their natural, and moral right. The Canaanites expelled from 
their kingdoms, originally ufurped by arms, in the reign, and 
under the dire&ion of Jofhua were allied in defcent to thofe 
very Egyptians 5 though in the revolution of time fuch con. 
ne&ion was very-probably unattended to by either. 

The Egyptians were fortunate in fituation. When Lot de« 
parted from Abram, he feie&ed the plain of Jordan, which 
was well, watered every where, as the garden of the Lord, like 

the land of Egypt V The garden of Eden thus compared with 
\be kingdom of Egypt by the MoCalc pen,we may wot hefitato 
concerning their mutual fertility; every expreflion boafting a 

.luxuriance, typical of higlieft cultivation, as the characters dc- 

4 

# This may feem an allufion to the fertility of Egypt by the 
overflow of the Nile * from the exceflive heat prevalent in that 
country had not fuch inundation enfued, plenteous harvelU 
would have b ten prevented to the proper companion in the text 

between Egypt and Jordan : the overflow of the Nile may With¬ 
out affectation be regarded, as a providential indulgence*, yet-*- 
at a time of famine, which ‘ was over all the face of the earth,' 
Jofeph fuppKed his brethren, lent into Egypt by their father 
Jacob ‘ to buy corn/ from the public granaries of that king* 
don*, where the famine waxed fore and thefe granaries 
were the foie re/burce for b/ead to the people of Egypt, The 
very elhbUlhment of thefe granaries implied precautions a« 

gainft future famine} the Egyptians had therefore no fettled 
expe&ation of the overflow of the Nile, by which alone their 

fuperabundant harvefls are well known to have been ob¬ 
tained . 

line a ting 
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Ijnntmg the creation, glow with the tints of oriental * alle¬ 
gory. Moles was born in Egypt, he compofed bis books for 

the 


* It is not my wi/b to purfue a controverfy on the pro¬ 
priety of literal, or figurative conftru&ion, as far as regards 
the creation, delineated by Mofes: A lefs violent critic may 

w 

be fatisfied of their union. The Jewifli lawgiver compiled 
the book of Genefis for the fervice of a people, to whofe at¬ 
tention, I /bould be happy to omit imitation, Egyptian 

cuftoras, and prejudices had been familiar many years before 

bis birth. * Why,* it may be queftioned, c are certain por¬ 
tions of the Mofaic piQure to be ftyled allegorical, and others 
literal V Surely an incoherent mixture! 

Jungentur jam Gryphes Equis ? 

Attend we to their fubjeSs $ in thefe the literal points of 
view are diftingui&ed from the allegorical. The latter is 
little more than a fublimer mode of defcription, the occafion 
demanding elevation of ftyie ; the former a more natural 
vehicle for the conveyance of fads, which admit not thus to 
be adorned. The creation is in itfelf a glorious and exalted 
theme j imagination fires, as it contemplates; that imagina* 
tion, which fubfides, when the mind is occupied upon the 
Decalogue. This laft is folemn and fedate, and may not be 
blazoned by expreffion j it is intelligible to all, and the pro* 
mulger has his end. 

Deifis arraign this mixture of allegory, and of letter; thefe, 
it is well known, by commenting mean but to arraign the 
Scriptures. Have they ftudied our elegant, and figurative 
Spenfer? Allegory is the voice of bis fentiments, of which 
moral truth is the direftrefs. Moral truth is the affe&ed in- 

_ _ 1 

veftigation of deifts; affe&ed, for they clofe their eyes to 
every objeS except one, which can be efteemed truth. They 
are only notatheifts I Oar lovers of natural religion mean not 
fnrely in their ideas of facred prophecies to quarrel with their 
poetic form! They are loft to genius, if they prefume it. 

But f the double arrangement of prophetic thoughts involves 

the 
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the inftruttion, as he lived for the interefts, of the Ifraelites 
then in the land; God is faid to have * planted a garden eaflr 
ward in Eden/ and to have i made to grow out of the ground 
every tree, pleafant to the fight, and good for food •, a river 
went out of Eden to water the garden, and God put the man 
into the garden to drefs it, and to keep it.’ In thefe initances 
the two countries of Eden, and Egypt affimilate; in the hiftory 

of the fall, ‘ the ferpent’ is reprefented to have been ‘ more 

% 

Aibtile, than any beaft of the field’} a typical image of the 
tempter; by which the infpired writer would imprefs an ag¬ 
gravated horror upon the Ifraelites, of the idolatry , which 
pafied * daily, and hourly before their eyes * an idolatry 
prafiifedhy the Egyptians, in the worlhip of the ferpent : This 
beaft was likewife an emblem of magical operations; with the 
Egyptian pretenfions the true Deity condefcended to contrail 
his own miracles,by a change of the rod of Aaron into a ferpent; 


the .explication of the prophecies in difficulties.’ At worft 
every defeft is refolveahie into ftyle. 1 But what parts,’ it is 
added, ‘ are literally, what others figuratively to be con- 
ftrued? Infidelity by this quefiion evinces its utter ignorance 
of the ftile, in which the prophecies are conveyed, fo far from 
confirming the diftra&ed ambiguity, with which it would 
ftigmatize thofe oracles of God. Ambiguity is the foul of 
prophefy-y well may the genius of deifm be puzzled to recon¬ 
cile //from hiftory, to which //appeals! A prophecy at once 
clearly intelligible juftifies a conclufion, that fuch prophecy 
was made after the event pretended to be foretold. Let thefe 
records be deeply confulted, and the Deiil will be repayed his 
fearch, but not in the coin which he expefts! 

* Jofeph, after Jacob had blefied Pharaoh, ‘ placed his fa¬ 
ther, and his brethren, and gave them a poffeffion in the land 
of Egypt, as Pharaoh had commanded.’ But Jofeph died, be¬ 
fore Mofes was born, and that fpirit of philanthropy exercifed 
by Pharaoh towards the Ifraelites as certainly died with him. 
-Jofeph was embalmed, and put into a coffin in Egypt the 
year before Chrift, 1635: Moles was born about 1573. 


the 
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the magicians, it is written, call down theirs, f did in like 
manner with their inchantmentsj their rods* in turn * be¬ 
came ferpents, but Aaron’s rod fwallowed up their rods V 
Again 4 Aaron’ by the command of God ft retched forth his 
hand with his rod over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs 
came, and covered the land of Egypt.* Thus * the magicians* 
sifo 4 did with their inchantments,’ and (they) 1 brought up 
frogs upon the land of Egypt.’ 

In the former of the above Cornells betwixt Aaron, and the 
magicians, the Levite evidently triumphed $ triumphed over 
the rankeft infidelity , and obfinacy, even to their own con- 
vision : here God is exprefled to have * hardened the heart of 
Pharaoh.’ In the latter,'the Deity likewife permitted the rods 
of the magicians to boaft the fame power in * railing up frogs,’ 
as that of Aaron ; the divine purpofe of inereafing the plague 
cf frogs was hereby anfwered, and Pharaoh (after,-it may be 
prefumed, that he bad inefifeSually applied to his magicians) 
was compelled to intreat the interpolation of Mofes, and of 
Aaron with that God, whole will he 1 fet at nought,* and 
whofe miracles he rejected, 1 to take away the fiogs from him.’ 
The fame folicitation was repeated when fub'equent plague* 
were lent by the divine authority upon Egypt j and Mofes re* 
lieved the land of Egypt from every one of them. Pharaoh’s 
mad fit returned with his fecuriry, and * be would not let the 

people go.’ Pharaoh had experienced calamities by famine, 
before tbofe plagues were infli&ed upon his landj but be 
fought not their amoval by any application of prayer, or 
other worth ip. The Egyptians lived in continual apprehen* 
fions of fufterings, particularly from ferpents, thofe obnoxious 
rrtives of the region. From fuch apprehenfions, added to the 
abundance of thofe animals, who ‘ went upon their belly* in 
- purfuance of the divine condemnation, may be deduced the 
references familiarly indulged by Mofes to ferpents j obje$s 

of various, miraculous exertions, to convince Pharaoh t and his 
people of a God, who prote&ed Ifrael in their land . 


1 

# Exodus ch. vii, ver. 8—ia f 


If 
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If reafon received infult from the zeal of IJolatry in the de* 
precation of ills, how much more felt (lie the enormity of its 
condu£t in the deification of human, and animal exiftences after 
death ? This * pious fraud’ againll the true God may teem not 
to have boafted a very early date 5 a religion founded ori¬ 
ginally upon enthufiaftic veneration is not diftinguiflied by 

the gratitude of its profeflors for favors conferred, till they 
experience fevereft inconveniencies from their want 5 while 
the Egyptians continued in a fettled (late of government, un¬ 
invaded by adventurers from without, and uninjured by ge¬ 
neral calamities from within, we may be well-convinced, from 

the character and principles of Pharaoh, that a confcioufnefs 
of obligation for the enjoyment of blefiings was alien from 
their difpofitions. So far as their adoration was devoted to 
the fun, we may be induced to imagine their zeal to have 
flowed from a dread of its excefiive fervor, by which their 
country in general, and their perfonal conftitutions muft 
have eflentially fuffercd. Fire, a fuppofed emanation from 
that fun, was regarded by the Egyptians , as an objett of de¬ 
precation 5 they poHefted heat fufncient from the latter, to 
render the former no obje£t of comfort, or advantage. 

T/ieft ‘ ferved the creature, not the Creator * j* the primary 
genius of idolatry, and a fliort, yet comprehenfive hiftory of 
its very earlieft completion! We may be contented with a 

ftria adherence to the fcriptural reprefentation j the Ifraelites, 
when introduced by Jofeph to Pharaoh, acquainted him, by 
the dire&ion of their kinfman, that they were come to fo- 
journ in the land on account of the famine prevailing at that 
period in Canaan, whence they camef. Pharaoh, though he 
knew the petitioners to be (hepherds from their own declara¬ 
tion, gave them welcome, and encouragement. k 


* St, Paul's Epiflle to the Roman?, ch. i. ver. 

•J. It was faid almoft immediately before, that ‘ every Ojep- 
herd was an abomination to the Egyptians.’ That obje&wa 
being admitted, the kindnefs of Pharaoh was a political con¬ 
fide ration. 
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It may be gathered from the fale of Jofeph by bis brethren 
to Potiphar, that a degree of intercourse, in the way of traffic, 
had previoufly fubfifted between tbe Egyptians and their ad¬ 
joining neighbors ; but no efiabtijbment of the Ifraelites 
amongft the Egyptians appears to have prevailed till Jofeph’s 
introduction of his brethren into the kingdom of the latter. 

When Pharaoh, wearied by a repetition of fufferiflgs, and 

in confequence very probably terrified by the idea of a revolt 
amongft his people, told Mofes, « Go, ye, facrifice to your 
God in the land, 1 Mofes replied, i it is not meet fo to do $ 
fljall we facrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their 
eyes, and will they not ftone us?’ Pharaoh continues his fo- 
licitation to Mofes, that the fwarra of flies may depart from 
him; “ Let not Pharaoh,” faith Mofes, “ deal deceitfully any 

1 and he intreated the Lord for Pharaoh.’ If the 


more 1” 


mode of facrifice was the abomination intimated, the Egyptians 

may be concluded to have performed facrifices of the fruits of 

the ground to their idols, as the Ifraelites on their part offered 
up animal viftiras at the altar of the living God. It may 
however here allude to facrifices in general. 


The favorable fentiments entertained by Pharaoh of Jo¬ 
feph feems deducible from policy alone. Jofeph was, not like 
the herd of ft c wards, faithful ; and therefore jujily a favorite 

with his mailer j but Pharaoh's favor was primarily obtained 
by Jcfeph’s interpretation of his dreams, which had baffied 

the art of Ivs magicians. An opinion has been hazarded in 
the former p 3 rt of our prefent efl'ay, that the difference of re¬ 
ligious principles between the Ifraelites and Egyptians induced 
an averfion of the la ft to ftepherds. From Pharaoh’s a/Tertion 
before rem3tked, that the Ifraelites were fuperior in number* 
to the Egyptians, it may be inftanced, that the fovereign had 
conceived a jealoufy of admitting ftrangers into his country 

for refidciice. ‘ The children of Jfrael are more and mightier 

than we.’ This indeed was 1 a new king,' and (confidently 

with the unfo-ward paihons of human nature .’) new meafurc? 
were immediately adopted. 



APPENDIX. » w - 

• Stoning,* mentioned by the Jewifli legiflator, not only may 
feem to evince the very ancient practice of fuch puniftiment, 
but may, from the Mofaic apprehenfions of its infliction, be 
efteemed a type of fuch fuffering, endured in after-ages by 
tbofe who communicated the precepts, and lived, and died, 
by the example of ‘ our Redeemer •.* 

The earliefl inftance of facrifica I adoration, after the hifto- 

ry of the fall, was that of the offerings to the Almighty by 
Cain and Abel, Whatfoever may be concluded the ftrefs to 
be laid upon either fpecific offering, from the effect of their 
offerings upon the Deity, as delivered in holy writ, the ac. 
ceptance of the One, and refufal of the other, proceeded, 
from the difpofition with which they were offered : the real 
facrifice was that of the heart $ and this the Egyptians would 
notbeftow upon that only God, who underftood every one of 
its fecrets, though they refufed to underftand Hi/n. 

When Noah ‘ went forth out of the ark, lie builded an altar 
unto the Lord, and offered burnt offerings unto the Lord 
this facrifice was accepted by the Lord, who ‘ faid in his 
heart, I will not again curfe the ground any more for man’s 

fake •, 


* The Almighty expreffes his indignation againft Pharaoh, 

Exocf. c/i. viii. ver. 23, f I will put a divifion between my 
people and thy people.’ For the woid ‘ divifion’ our Bibles 
in their margin fpecify ‘ redemption.’ This without violence 
of interpretation maybe alledged to imply connection between 
the conduct of the Old and that of the New Teftament Jo- 
feph may be rationally eftimated the forerunner of Mofe 3 , as 
John the Baptift was more evidently of our Saviour, 

Upon the murder of Abel immediately fucceeding the con- 
fequence of man’s firft tranfgreffion it may be obferved, that 

a more didant type of a future date feems necefiarily to be 

coHe&ed.—God is not unjufl, and a recompenfe merited by 

the faith of Abel muff have been extended to another life: 

* By faith he offered a more acceptable facrifice, than Cain/ 

I would leave to ethos an enlargement upon the phrafes 

placed 
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fyke; neither will I again finite any more eveiy living thing# 
as I have done-* In thefe divine determinations the original 
curfe of the ground in confluence of Adam's tranfgreflion, 
and the fubfequent punifhments of mankind by the delugeare 
both alluded to The bow was placed in the heavens on ac* 
count of the latter, as a feal of the word of God. 

A ^ _ * _ 

placed in the perfon of God, • Abel thy brother’s blood 
called out to me from the ground.* 

The hiftory of Abel may feem to prefigure in fome degree 
that of Ifaac ; whofe name is recorded to have been deduced 
from the laughter of Sara! his mother, when he came into the 

world. Such is the fiyfe of oriental allegory, which ftripped 
of its richer attire, expreffes the pious fatisfaftion of Ifoac’s 

parent in the birth of a promifed fan. The murder of Abel 
preludes the pofl-di/uvian facrifical adoration to the 4 one 
God,* and Ifaac was directly intended as a trial of his father’s 
faith ; the hiftory of this fon of Abraham contains the genuine 

prophecy of a Redeemer. 

•Gen. ch.viii. ver- it. The occafion of the deluge wherein 
the divine wrath was exercifed upon mankind, was this: * every 
imagination, purpofe,and defire of man’s heart was only evil 
continually.* The holy writings are a very (lender epitome of 
biftorical events before the flood ; the foie particular declared 
relative to the condud of man from the fall, <wkich can lead 
to his criminality, is * that the Tons of God faw the daughters 
of men, that they were fair, and they took them wives of all, 
■which they chofe,’ and that ‘ there were giants in the earth of 
thofe days ; The giants were fons of thefe marriages, mighty 
men, and men of renown. By the foregoing record it may 
be underftood, that the beam of men were fubfervknt to 
their pafEons, and to the concerns of this world j in the enjoy¬ 
ments of which by the indulgence of fenfual appetites, and by 
their delight in a6fs of violence and profanation, every idea 
of a God became obliterated j of that God who gave woman 
to man for a heip-mate, and toincreafe fociety, not to fatisfy 
indiferiminate lult j perhaps it may be conftrued, that thefe 
women wei e taken by force, 

Th« 
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• The third inftance of facrifice is the ram, offered as a burnt- 
offering by Abraham in the place of Ifaac through the ex- 
prefs direction of God ; Mofes, after the departure of the 
Ifraelites from the bondage of Pharaoh, * buildeth f an altar 
which he called, as interpreted in the margin of our Bibles, 
‘the Lord, my banner;’ this was a memorial of the divine 
afliftance in the refcue of this people from their enemies. Tins 
altar was made of earth, and was raifed on a little hill; for the 
direCt command to Mofes, nearly fucceeding, was 1 to make an 
% altar of earth unto him, and facrifice thereon burnt*offerings 
and peace-offerings.’ This command was given about the fame 
time with the delivery of the ten commandments ||, of the 
lam refpe fling the community of the I fraelites $, and of the 

injunctions promulgated relative to the building of the taber¬ 
nacle, previoufly to which laft, Mofes builded an altar under 
the hi)), and twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of 

IfraeJ. 

It is obvious, that,altho* an exprefs prohibition of idolatry, 
which the I fraelites had feen praCtifed among the Egyptians, 
and which they f were acquainted by the Angel of the Lord, 
that they (hould experience hereafter in other nations, is made 
by the Almighty to his chofen people, no pofitive declara¬ 
tion is given of any fpecific mode of Egyptian worfhip. It 
may only be conjectured, that the formation of the molten 
calf by the Ifraelites in the abfence of Mofes, immediately 
after the triumphant order to Aaron 1 up, make us Gods, 

* When God is faid to tempt Abraham, a 1 trial of his 
faith' is alone propofed ; when our Lord inftru&ed us to 
pray God * that he would not lead us into temptation ; it 

means fuffer us not to be led ’ into thofefiliations too Jevere for the 
trials of our faith. 

t See Exodus, ch.xvii. v. 15. 

J Exod.ch. xx. ver, 24. 

)| Exod. ch. xxiv. ver. 4. 

§ Exod. ch. xxv. ver. 1. 

f Exod, ch. xxiii. ver. 24. 

S 
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which (hall go before us,' alludes to their adoration of ani¬ 
mate after the manner of Egypt 

• Ancient idolatry corrupted in its pra&ices the facred 
writings $ and there feems little reafon to doubt, that the 
facrifices, oracles, dreams, and incantations, recorded as 
the ordinations of divine interpofition, were copied from 
the fcriptural fource, with thofe clumfy deviations fo fa¬ 
miliar to the heathen fyftem. One very obvious plagiarifin is 
now before me, which relating to the land of Egypt may not 
improperly be admitted in this remark. This war (the in- 
vafion of Egypt by Antaeus) ‘ was compofed by the interven¬ 
tion of Mercury, who in memory thereof was faid to recon¬ 
cile two contending ferpents, by calling his ambajfador's rod 
between them.* Sir If. Newton's Chronoi. p. 234.. We may 
obferve from the nil chapter of the book of Numbers, that 
the Israelites were troubled in their hearts on account of their 
journey from Mount Ifor to the land of Edom; their fouls 
were difcouraged becaufe of the way. * Wherefore bare ye 
brought os up out of Egypt, to die in the wildernefs ? No 
bread ! neither water I and our foul Ioatheth this light bread \ 
that Mamui, fent down for their food from God, with which 
they had heretofore been fatisfied. Here a flrong rcfemblance 
muft be confeffed between the ftubbornefs of Pharaoh, and the 
obftinacy of the Ifraelites 1 The latter had forgot their bond¬ 
age} that was pafiedj no dire& evils were prefent} and 
none appeared probable, except thofe which from their 
wantonnefs of oppofition might have been prefaged. The 
confequence was, that f fiery ferpents were fent among the 
people,* whom they bit. They applied to Mofes in a Pha¬ 
raoh-like manner 5 Mofes by God's command « made a 
fiery ferpent of brafc and whofoever had been bitten, 
c when be beheld this ferpent,he lived.' Surely an appeal to 
their confcience, when they forgot their Egyptian flavery! a 
propofed revival in their memories of the miracles wrought 
under the fame emblem in their favor, while they were in 
the land of Idols. 

But 
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But this maybe as reafonably queftioned 5 «make us Gods,’ 
feems plainly to intimate, that their idolatrous principle flow-. 

ed generally from their former Egyptian intercourfe; and the 

fele&ion of the calf may have arifen from the perverfe defiance 
of the true God, whom they faftidioufly efteemed no more 
their protestor, * for they wot.not what was become of Mofes,’ 
whom they knew to have directed their motions to a land of 
fafety under his inftruftions and authority. 

The calf was one of the animals * enjoined to their facri- 
fices by the Almighty; and the people, in the fpirit of reli¬ 
gious oppofition, aggravated by the idea, that they were no 
longer within the reach of Egyptian tafk-mafters, infolently 
placed the animal, ordained as a facrifice to God, on the 
throne of that God himfelf f. 

The Ifraelites continued in Egypt from their firft arrival in 
the year before our Saviour 1920, to the year 1491; in which 

they quitted it under the conduft of Mofes; during this ex* 
tenfive communication, the Egyptians neceflarily obferved, 
and refletted upon the feveral forms and ceremonies of 
Ifraelitifti devotion; no lefs than upon the feveral miracles, 
wrought repeatedly by Mofes, and Aaron in favor of that fe- 
le&ed people; for thefe miracles had produced fevered af¬ 
flictions to the kingdom of Egypt. Nature uncontrol'd by pre¬ 
judices, and conducting herfelf conformably with her genuine 
feelings, rarely erafes impreffions of felf-interefted fenfibility. 


* The making of this graven image, and fuch they had been 
already directed to pull down in every idolatrous country, 
(through which hereafter they fliould pafs) was a fin (till 
(if poflible) of a deeper dye, as they mud have wantonly 
flighted the command fo lately iflued by the Lord. ‘ If thou 
wilt build me an altar of done, make it not of hewn done, for 
if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou had polluted it.’ Exod. 
ch. xx ver. 25. 

4 

f In the year before Chrid, 1491, only forty-fix years be¬ 
fore the Canaanites fled from Jofliua into Egypt. Jofhua, ch* 
ix, and ch. xi. 

ri 

> 1 


However 


However intercourse with variety of companions in ferious 
avocations, and lefs important paflimes, may indulge a tem¬ 
porary fufpenfe of reflexion upon paired misfortunes, yet wilt 
thought regain its moments of anxiety. The human bofom * t 
like the bow of the Grecian Apollo, though not always bent, 
is in readinefs for mental exertion. Such was a tranfient return 
of faith among the Egyptians, while under prefent fuffering*. 
from that God, whom they bad before defie.l ! 

The rife of idolatry, whofe /pots were alike ajifible in the god- 
ling images ufed among the Chaldees, in the obftinate profli¬ 
gacy of Egypt, and in the contemptible and contemptuous 
revolt of Ifrael, may be afcertained from the foregoing re¬ 
ferences to holy writ. Enthufiaftic fiiperftition was handed 
down with additional burdens of corruption to the periods, in 
which profane hiftory fets out upon her career of information 5 
by her we are acquainted with the large ftrides of idol-wor/kipy 
from its original outlines in the fcriptural records, to the to¬ 
tal obliteration of the infpireddrafts by ful fame coloring, and 
grotefque imitations 5 drafts of a religion, enveloped by the 

genius of Polytheifm in hideous rayfteries, orfantaftic garifti- 
nefs. 

Hence the mind of the idolater, like the tyrant it obeys, is 

a wildernefs of enchantment! and the mind, when wilfully 

blinded again# truth, is tofled by every fickle breath of fafei- 
nation! Why will {he not fuffer herfelf to be diretted by the 

clue of ferifture ? *1 hence the earlier principle of idolatry is de- 
dadble through the prepoflefOons of paflion warring again# 
reafon ; prepoflefiions, which excited the purfuits of magic] a 
defiance of miracles, divinely wrought, by the portentous fallacies 
of human power f. 

The 

* Neque Temper arcum, 

Tendit Apollo. Hor. Ode. 

f That the Chaldjeans, among whom Abraham was born, 
were very early idolaters we learn from facred authority j and 
tbefe Chaldeans are mentioned previoufly to any acquaintance 

©f the Ifraelites with the Egyptians. Nahor was of the fame 

line 
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The Ifraelites and all men are commanded not only to ab- 

ftain from the worfliip of, but ‘ from nieats offered to, idols or 

falfe 


line with Abraham, and Jacob married the daughter, or ra¬ 
ther daughters of Laban, fon of Nahor. Wh£n Jacob de¬ 
parted from Laban , Rachel, bis daughter Hole her father’s 
images, by which the original idolatry of that race is evinced; 
thefe images are called Gods; and fignify the pra&ice of 
image worfliip fubfifting before the days of Abraham. Laban 
ftili continued to pra&ife the corrupt religion of his fore¬ 
fathers, notwithftanding his connexion by the marriage of 
Rachel and Leah with the dependent of him, who was dif- 
'inguilhed by the title * Father of the Faithful.’ Jacob 
ferved Laban, that he might obtain Rachel \\\ marriage, 
but having been deceived by Laban in his marriage with 
Leah, he < again ferved Laban for Rachel;* a fervitude, 
which may be a figurative allufion to the future bondage of 
Ifraei in the land of Egypt.—-The marginal word in ourBiblea 

for thefe Gods of Laban, is Teraphim ; I regret my ignorance 
of the Hebrew, but apprehend, that the TEoara (portenta) of 

tile Greeks will guide us to the purpofes, to which thefe im¬ 
ages were applied by the Chaldean idolaters, forefathers of 
Laban. Thefe purpofes were of a magical nature; the little 
images were probably fupplicated by the per/on, who bore 
them, previoufly to his addrefs to thofe, fet apart under the 
title of wife men, (cunning priefts!) whofe office was to de¬ 
lude miferable votaries with fupernatural appearances. The 
images were fmall of (ize, otherwife poor Rachel would have 
been weighed down by the {polls of her piety, purloined from 
a father, i en bonne catholique,’ at the expence ofherhuC- 
band’s reputation in a religious, no lefs than moral light: for 
he muft have appeared to Laban both as an idolater, and as a 
thief. Jacob was departed, and Rachel feems to have been 
contented with his eternal abfence, could fhe but retain the 
objects of her ‘ petty larceny 


J When Virgi! afferts in the detection of magic pra&ifesby 

D:do the hatred in which thofe rites were held at Rome, he 

S 3 fignifies 
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felfe godsand a belief* that the world was framed by one 

fapreae God, and that • it is governed by him; to love and 
worfhip him, to honor our parents, to love our neighbors as 
ourfelves, and to be merciful even unto brute beafts, is the 

oldeftofatt f religions:’ happ yfojfejjion * both of Jews and Chrif- 
tians,’ and which * ought to be the ftanding religion of all 
nations, it being for the honor of God, and for the good of 
- mankind!* 

* Of Jews and Cbriftians’ from a connexion, which it re¬ 
quires not (my bold natural religion men) the difcernment of 
a Newton to underfiand. The writings of the Jewifli lawgiver 
reprefent the will of a God to have ojienjibly and 'vifibly directed 
the inftru&ions of that prophet whom he had fele&ed to preach 
his commandments, and to convince a cbofen people of his 

• Genefis, ch. xxxi. 

*{• Sir Ifaac Newton’s Chronology, p. 190. 

fignifies a compliment to Epicurean principles j from the 
eftablilhment of this religion of* nonchalance’ in the body of 
the citizens, tkofe 1 Di minorum* would be as little difpofed to 
obtrude themfelves upon the affairs of empire, as the Epicure¬ 
an creed efteemed the * Di majorum Gentium,’ to have refleft- 
ed upon the concerns of the world. 

€ As letters,’ fays our great mythologift, * were not in the 
nrft ages known, the hiftory of the ark was defcribed under 
many fymbo.s. The moll common emblem was a Lunette. 
It was alfo named Laban. I make no doubt but that Mount 
Libanus received its name from this type of the ark j for the 
city Area flood here towards the bottom.* We may hence 
form a judgement, from the Laban of Mofes, of the nature of 
his idolatry. * It confifted in an undue reverence to the arkite 
tmblem Labana. Thofe images, fuppofed to have been in¬ 
vented by Terah, and from him named Teraphim, were the 
fame which Laban worlhipped, and were Lunar Amulets, or 
types of the ark J.* 

} Mr. Bryant’s mythology, vol.ii. p. 445. 


divine 
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divine authority. Our blefled Savior was like wife * a Prophet 

come from God / to per/eft the Jaw ofMofes . His JeiTb/is are 
uttered by his own immediate voice : He is, when he delivers 
them, the very f refence of his Eathev Almighty > who * appear* 
in no other way perfonaliy during' the whole of our Savior s 
million, to confirm the principles of the New, as he had fre¬ 
quently done in his communications to Mofes throughout the 
Old Teftament. The Divinity of our Savior no lefs than that 
of the f Holy Spiiit is comprehenfively figured by the Jewifh 
prophets, as irrefragably proved by his own declarations. This 
whofoever prefumptuoufly (and too many there are in this 
age of grave licentioufnefs who) deny, are not perhaps aware 


* If ever God may be furmis’d to have perfonaliy, in our 
ideas , interpofed throughout the preaching of (Thrift, fuch 
interpofition may be conftrued, when 4 a voice fpake from 
heaven' “ This is my beloved Son." \ 

f The fevere trials indured and furmounted by thofe pa¬ 
triarchs and prophets, remarked and honored in theEpiftle 
to the Hebrews, cannot fo religmjly t or, if we are guided by 
the conduct of the Ifraelites almoft immediately upon their refcue 
from Egypt, fo morally be accounted for, as from an opi¬ 
nion, that thefe firft. were actuated by the operations of 
the Holy Spirit, confirming their hearts in a fubmiftion to 
the will of their Creator. If fuch the fentiment concern¬ 
ing that 4 emanation from the Deity,’ fo afluredJy preached, 
and occafionally difplayed in our Savior’s hiftory and ex¬ 
ample, can the divinity of the Preacher be queftioned, who 
left, immediately when he departed, this Comforter to his 
apoftles ? But it feems, as if our antichriftians could not credit 
his Divinity, becaufe bis form was that of humanity! And 
they on this pretext word away his own politive declarations, 
that he was ‘ the Son of God.’ But why argue his divine cha¬ 
racter in the New Teftament, when the prophecies of the Old 
evince fuch cbara&er more diftantly typified, or more dire#Jy 
pointed out, in defcnptms which, without fuch allufion, 
would fall (hort of their comprehenfive application l 

S 4. that 
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that they degrade our Savior into a Mahomet, leaving him in 
poffeffion of but a fingle merit, that of defirofmg^ in fie ad of 
promoting $ violence and extortion. It is no fmall misfortune 
attending thefe reafoners (if on the remoteft idea of reafoning 
they may be called fuch I) that they deduce their, vagaries of 
conttruCHan, derogatory of our Savior’s God/hip (as with fome 
familiarity they terra it) from the authority of «thzt difci- 
jde whom Jefus loved,* that difciple, in whofegofpel the divine 
'character of his Matter breathes through every page. That 
the apoftles of Cbrift never queftioned this character of our 
Lord, their general defiance of calumny, of perils, and of 
death, to which fome of them cheerfully fubmitted, very com¬ 
petently attetts. The Ifraelites under Mofes would not obey 
the commands of their God, whofe protection they had on fo 
many bccafions miraculouily experienced, but upon tire ex. 
prefs declarations to them from their infpired leader, that he 
had received thofe directions, which he enjoined them, from 
the Deity hirafelf. The apoftles, refigned to every worldly 
affliction in the prefent, from full reliance upon a glorious re¬ 
ward in a future life, aCted as men convinced of what their 
Matter bad repeatedly aflerted, that be was ‘ truly the Son of 
God:’ a truth which even the centurion, bred up under op- 
jpofite principles, was compelled to avow. 

Thomas doubted the reality of his Savior’s appearance afrer 
the refurreCtion 5 the fpirit was too weak for the fletti; this 
doubt arofe not from the fcepticifm of an infidel j the mitt 
foon vanilhed from before bis eyes, and he cried out to 
Chrift <e MyGod, and my Lord.” 

"Upon the text of David, 1 The fool hath faid in his heart’ 
** There is no God,” it is well known that South, with his 
. poignant brevity , immediately remarks, * None but a fool 
would have faid it.’ It will not furely be too fevere an ob- 
fervation, that a denier of his Savior’s Divinity has forfeited 
a larger portion of his Chriftian title. The very perfuafion, 
that (as he bath himfelf acquainted us) “ He and his Fathe r 
areOne,” adds a dignity to the precepts which he delivers, 
and enlivens the faith of a believer. Mofes, peculiarly fa¬ 
vored with the communications of God, never hazards an ex- 

preflion 
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preffion intimating any but the greateft di (lance between hU 
Matter and himfelf 5 our Savior therefore,, who was humility, 
can never be fuppofed to have arrogated a claim to equality 
with * the Father who fent him.’ 

The aflumption of the flelh by Chrift is the real fturobling- 
block to thefe infidels in difguife; they cannot reconcile the 
idea * of * God becoming manby which conduft they indi¬ 
rectly arraign every myftery f exhibited by the Author of our 

• They who deny the union of Divinity with humanity 
will find it difficult to reconcile our Savior’s triumphant ex- 
preflton (St.John, ch. 13, ver. 31) immediately after he had 
received the fop from the apoftate — * Now is the Son of Man 
glorified, and God is glorified in him’ with thofe feelings of 
the flelh, which extorted his declaration to the difciples—* My 
foul is exceeding forrowful, even unto death,* and ( My Fa¬ 
ther, if it be pofiible, let this cup pafs from me 1* 

To many other proofs of this union our Savior’s exprefs 

words may be added, ‘ My kingdom is not of this world;’ 

and « Father, thou lovedft me before the foundation of the 
world.’ St. John, ch.xviii. ver. 39 j and ch. xvii. ver. 24. It 
is a (bame to call for confirmations of fo evident a truth, 
conftituting a main principle of Chriftian faith \ 

+ Amongft tli’e various myfteries, truly fuch, handed to us 
by'the holy writers, not one lays more ferious claim to atten¬ 
tion than that of the Wetted Trinity; a myftery, upon which 
the religion of a Chriftian is abfoiutely built: to difcredit/uch 
fundamental principle is to (hake the foundations of truth. I 
never join in the Athanafian creed ; though I feel myfelf con¬ 
vinced of the myftery which it undertakes to explain. But 
here explanation, is a daring talk; let it be reflected, that a 
myftery is defigned by the Almighty to remain fucli j and that 
the explanation of Athanafius is little adapted to the (lender 
exertions of human fallibility ! Add to which, that (tumbling- 
block of an eternal penalty affixed to an human compofition ; 
an human comment upon a text (lamped with the feal of God. 
Anathemas thus thundered imply a zeal for coercion rather 
than for conviftion s they ftifle the inquiries of the timid, and 

inflame the oppofition of the bold. 

veil- 
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r eIigion ; thus cutting the Gordian knot which their vanity 
had induced an ineffefiual endeavor to untie. Of this union , 
however, we are perfuaded from theGofpel; and their defett 
of underftanding to comprehend it may not be urged as a 
proof, that it never fubfifted. 

No wonder that their firft confufion is produ&ive of a fe- 
cor.d ; they cannot (though too proud to confefs it) account 
for an equality of Godhead in two diftinft perfons ; and we 
confequently obferve them to adopt by their exprejfions the doc¬ 
trine of Manichttifm in difcuffing the point of fuch equa¬ 
lity.—A degrading retraction of thofe tenets, which have raifed 
certain teachers to the profeffion of the faith, who have re¬ 
nounced worJdly advantages to become the themes of worldly 
converfation, has been inftrumental to * keep alive the fpirit 

of 

• Virulence of innovation charaQerifes thofe ((hall they be 
termed Se&aries?) who combat in their oppofition to myfte- 
rious doctrines the perfection of the Divine with the fallacies 
of human authority j innovation, which moreover directs 
many valuable minifters of the faith, and citizens of the world, 
to calumniate fubfcriptions which placed them at the Altar of 
God. Be it, that fincerity of confidence induces a more ri¬ 
gorous examination of 1 Articles' by thofe who heretofore 

received them as initiations into the holy offices. The infant 
ftate of our church, with the liberal principles of which thofe 
of our confiitution are happily united, led the compilers 
ci'thofe Articles to interpretations, though very few', of fcrip- 
tural paiTages, which may furnifii fubje&s of controverfy ; 
human fallibility amply atoned for by their condemnation of 
. every tenet favoring of Catholic enthufiafm ! Such peccant 
pafiages, though they tinge', tend not to efface the excellence 
of the draught. Let us candidly efteem them fpots in that 
fun, which pierces through by the inti infic luftre of its beams ; 
daiting an increafe of fpiendor from that moment, when it 
emerged from the chaos of falfc and profane communications. 
There are, who with totally to expunge fubfcriptions, as 
hv r.o means jndifpcnfeable preparatories to the ecclefiafHcal 
runSicnse ttc;e cannot be underwood to mean an unlimited 

avcrfion 
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of ecclefiaftical difcord. + One of thefe folemn enthufiafts is 
commended for the uprightnefs of his heart j if fuch his wor- 

thinefs 


averfion to aU fubfcription •, they would otherwife have de¬ 
clined to join the lift of fubfcribers againft the * Articles of the 
Church ;* they quarrel not with the exceptionable paflages 
alluded to above \ but every tye whatfoever upon the prieft 
they claim to be loofed ! 

Alas! if thofe tyes upon the mind of a believer, which, to 
be truly fuch, he mud readily fix upon himfelf, are continu- 
ally burft by vicious profanation ; if cavilers wantonly feoff 
at myfteries, cenfors folemnly arraign the hiftory, and the in- 
fidel of mode the purity, of revelation, why fhould its profef- 
l'ors feek to diffolve thofe fetters, which hang eafy upon the 
fervants of the Lord ? Fetters, which can only operate to con¬ 
vince their reafon, that they are * fet apart 1 for that diftin- 
guifhed character. Subfcriptions are pillars of civil, they are 
the fame of ecclefiaftical governments; order refults from their 
ufe $ even errors are fubmitted to in both $ for alteration*, 
though they amend a part, are ufually experienced injurious 
to the whole. They are too ufually introduced by faftion, 

whofe exiftence is corruption! when errors are fubdued, her 
ftroke is aimed at truth. 

Why, however, this anxiety to enter the church unincum¬ 
bered with that decent formality by which it has been under 
Providence preferved ? Is it that the church may be deferted 
by its profeffors at their will ? Where kingdoms have per¬ 
mitted their collective members to emigrate, as they were ica- 
pricioufly difpofed, fuch indulgence has been too late obferved 
the parent of afflictions and difgrace. The facred interefts of 
religion fhould be ftiil more amply fecured, A conformity 
w' : th fubfeription (huts at leaft a door againft abufe. Worthy 
minifters abound in churches, where thefe ftritter ceremonials 
are difpenfed with ; but will their injunction imply a defeft of 
worth in the teachers of our own? It may rather imply, that 
the candidate for the church has afforded feme previous atten. 

i 

tkm 
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thinefs, every error is imputeahle to the defeft of integrity hi 
bis head. But fvifons, employed in medicines, muft, where the 

tion to * Articles with which he matt ( lamp a compliance be. 

ibre the objeft of his purfuit is attained. This attention how¬ 
ever* it has been argued, ‘ is not competently, ex e re i led at 
p early an age long before their arrival at which our riling 
jtnpils have been ufually obliged to Iahor far mare abftra&ed 
karning 5 indeed, our religion being fimpiicity,. its explana. 
tlon cannot fail to be clear, where explanation is required ; 
dear, I mean, where interpreters wiih not confufion. But 
wherefore folicitude about rules or ceremonies, fo familiarly 
fcanifbed from civil, a ddtiny to be expe&ed in the public 
treatment of, religious meetings > When the word of God is 

<tt?erffcadowed with conceits by one, ridiculed and calumniat¬ 
ed by another, and annihilated by a third,—hence the glorious 
freedom gracing thofe reforfs of infidelity, or enthufiafm, 
•here f devotion is * let to hire l* 

To centre the legion of fuch inftru&ors in one bolder 
champion, turn we to a pulpiteer, who lias curtailed theyrr- 
szzceof a church, for matter and expreffion mod jufily ad- 
jsindi for matter, ftudioufly fele&ed from the doftrines of 
Chrift 5 and for expreffions, the happieft effort of ingenuity: 
has banifted our Redeemer from bis own faa&uary s and 

dwindled the great luminaries of religion, who threw light 

mpon a clouded atmofphere, and were prepared to, or did 
2&&2lly perifh in the caufe of that profefilon, for which they 
lived* into mere ‘ ignes fatui’ of natural religion t. 

# The (Indent who has confidered thefe human compoftions 
null have attended to their connexion with the dottrines of 
that religion which he offers himfelf to teach j he will not 
eb r erre them on rlie wboi? to differ in 3 degree that will de- 

ereciate them : beyond this line it is not his province to ex- 
t~D±3. 

f The chapels of innovation daily darted up. 

i Af:er this deicription, Williams’s Difcourfes or Le&ures 
he fuperfluoully mentioned—the btefpheraeris his own 
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health of the patient is regarded, , be ufed with caution and 

fagacty. 

An union of * the human and divine Natures in one per- 
fon’ is peremptorily pronounced a * fcholaftic • unintelligible 

device.* 



t The Rev. Mr. Theophilus Lindfey has recently fulmi¬ 
nated, (brutum fulmen!) againft the divinity of our Lord, 
two diflertations $ the rear of which is brought up by his 
Coadjutor the Rev. Dr. Jebb, an humorift in his earlier acade¬ 
mical life, and a dabbler in metaphyfical (peculation ; flattering 
paffport to the doubt of melt obvious truths. Some argu¬ 
ments of bur Cafterick abdicator , have called forth the fore¬ 
going observations. The Mamchseans are known to have 
held two over-ruling principles ,• the evil, and the good : they 
eileemed two principles, life two heads, to be better than one. 
Rut Mr. Lindfey, and his collegue may be refpefled as candid 
oppofers, when compared with the audacious, irreverend 
Williams 5 the fit it lop off nobleft branches of the tree, the 
ether tears up the tree itielf by the roots. The one by con- 
11 rained interpretations degrade the character, and airaign 
certain doctrines of our Savior j the other bamdies the men¬ 
tion of his name. Grofs profanation, which defiant of Jaws 
eftabVilhed \n confirmation of 4 a religion come from God; 

trumpets fedition in the murder of revelation ! 

Lind fey’s firft Diflertation. It may be recommended to 
this gentleman, and to his fraternity, who give their gaping 
admirers to fuck the froth of argument, and cldamation, 
whether holders-fcrth (in the language of Hudibras) from 
prefs, tabernacle, or Robin-hood, to fubmit the whole of thofe 
paflases, which they accufe of obnoxious doftrmes, and de¬ 
duce their genuine meaning from the circumfhnces, and fitib 

ation of \h- fpeakev •, the holy features will then never fad 

to be cleared from Inch finifler imputations. 

Rut if the undoubted purport of«he Chnltian difpenfation is 

Abus ‘ done away’ by ftUy. or denning minds, one of its moL 
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device.* If unintelligible to oar author , yet many Chriftians 
of real undemanding and dijinterefied piety accede to the 
opinion j and this not as a * curious invention to evade,’ but 
as a conformity with * the plainell declarations’ of Him ‘ who 

did the will upon earth of his Father who was in heaven.' Nor 
let the writer be ftaggered at the reference by our Savior, 
and his'apoftles, at one time, to his human t and at another to 
his divine nature; the * language’ in which each is exprefled 
' is by no means c equivocal,* and the conftru&ion of it may be 
always clearly refolved by a faithful attention.to the ungarbled 
p30ages, in which either occurs. c The Word,’ as applied in 
the genuine fpirit of • revelation to our BlefTed Savior, is 

placed 
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placed by our refiner to fignify God’s wifdom and power. But 
wherefore fignify fome, and not all the attributes of the 

Deity ? 



veal ? The morality of the New aftimWated in many inftances 
to the precepts of the Old Teftament j the appeal of the Old 
was from paflion, to reafon, and from reafon to the knowledge 
of one God. Jefus came * from above, to bear t witnefs of 
himfelf.’ He was ‘ the light of the world,’ the^Mefliah long 
expefted by the Jews. They were dilappointed at his ap¬ 
pearance in the humble chara&er, which he condefeended to 
« take upon him . 1 Chriftians, who on the fame narrow prin¬ 
cipal hazard the denial of his divinity, can prove but {lender 

necefiity for his appearance. 

‘ Art thou greater’ (queftioned the unbelieving Jews) c than 

our father Abraham? Abraham is dead, and the prophets? 

The anfwer runs ' before Abraham was JI am.' Chrift couU 

only have aflerted this concerning his divine nature. 

3 Again *, 



f St. John’s gofpel, ch. viii- ver. 18 . 

t The Deity ir> the Old Teftament calls himfelf by the name 
Of “ I am/ Some arguers would lay confiderable ftrefs upon 
that folemn appellation, if it countered the divinity ofour 
Savior expreffedin his own foregoing anfwer to the Jews. ‘ In 

the fifth chapter of St. John's gofpel’ faith a clear and perfpi- 
cuous vindicator of the apoftolic writings from the caviling 
charges of idiotifm, folecifro, and barbarity, our Savior not 
only affirms, that« he works jointly with the Father, but that 
he/and the Father were one,” which the Jews took to be fo 
plain an affertion of his divine generation, and equality with 
the Father, that < they took up Hones to deftroy him, as a 
blafpliemer.’ Blackwall’s SacrediCIaflics, vol. >• P-*37- 
Whence however the extreme difficulty of reconciling t.i.pof- 
feffion of heaven by the Son of God, at a tune when the earth 

and ail things were created,' while we oblerve from wor^ 
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Deity ? To criticife fuch comment as a literary conception, 
h muft be allowed an inelegant, infufecient explanation of 

« In 

- ^ — __ _ > _ _ 

* 

Again j after his re fur region be appeared to bis difciples 
and to multitudes of the brethren ift his human forirr, to con¬ 
vince them, that he was the fame-Chrift, who bad fo lately 

• arifen from the dead.' I fuppofe, that our Savior’s divini¬ 
ty will fcarce be doubted, when be was received from the 
grave into heaven, whence be had as certainly defcended to 

* take upon him our flelh and muft then as certainly have 
pofleffed divinity. The reverie implies a pagan deification. 

“ John was a prophet,’’ fays our Savior, u and much more 
than a prophet$ for I fay unto you, among thofe that are 
born of women, there is not a greater prophet than Jolm 
the Baptift.” The pre-eminence of St. John’s character over 
all other prophets arofe from his being the forerunner of 
Cbrift. u Thou (halt go before the face of the Lord, to pre¬ 
pare his ways.” Our Redeemer could not intimate a fuperiori- 
ty of this forerunner to * his mafter,’ in his prophetic capaci¬ 
ty, yet were they each ‘ born of a woman.’ Whence furely it 
is implied, that our Savior meant to fignify to his difciples, 
that c himfelf was more than man!’ a teftimony, and it could 
be no lefs, of his divine union with the Father. 

of our bleffed Redeemer that * the kingdom of heaven was 
prepared for the righteous from the foundation of the world l* 

5 The poor leper in St- Matthew,’faith the amiable authority 
juft quoted, * had a juft notion, that Jefus was a divine perfon 

- under that veil, and difguife of humility, which he putondur* 

jng his abode upon this earth; adores him as Lord of all power, 
and applies to him in his own facred perfon for deliverance, 
If thou wilt, thou can’ft make me clean.” Jefus did not correft 

his fupplicant, as attributing too much to him, but received 
his adoration, and fliowed, that be infinitely deferved it, by 
anfwering him and afling towards him with the power and 
gocdnefs of the Creator and Savior of all. St.Chryfoftom, tha t 

excellent 


appendix. i7l 

'In the beginning was the word, and the word was God and 
the word was with God,«in which exprefiions the divinity and 
equality of our Lord can alone fuffice to reduce the paffage i n . 
to fenfe: The whole in f articular of this firji chapter of St 
John’s gofpel immediately charafterifes Chrift. 

’ in the fcriptures of the earlier pro¬ 
phets is in no inftance to be imderftood, but of a perfon • 
where «the word’ alludes merely to 4 the will of God’ it is 
not announced to be 4 the word of the Lord: Graced 
with this Ciiriftian ornament, 4 the word* cannot mean 
‘ an angel/ for angels are always introduced in their proper 
appellation : add, that the occasions, upon which 4 the word' 
is thus chara&erifed in the Old, have a connection with pafi-' 
fages of the New Teftaraent, bearing 4 a lively witnefs/ that 
the elTence of our Redeemer is divine 

The 


excellent writer, and found critic judicioufly admires, and fets 
forth the force and majefty of this exprefiion, 44 I will, be 
thou cle^in. ©eA«, is parallel to the grand original 

fo celebrated by Longinus 44 revcft™ 44 1 will, be thou 
clean'* fpoken by Chrift to the leper, was the voice not of 
man, but of God , who 44 fpake, and it was done; who com* 
manded, and it came to pafs/* Mat. ch. viii. ver. 3. Black- 
wall's facred Claflics, vol. i. p. 248. 

: 

^ My purpofe in the concluding pafTages of the foregoing 
Eflfay was to fubmit fuch (hort obfervations, as might evince 
the truth of that Divinity, recently and Hill denied by a herd 
of fanatic humorifts fo the Author of their religion. They who 
wifti a more circumftantial feries of proofs to confirm the pre- 
eminence of our Lord, the moft fo\id confirmation of pre* 
eminence in the religion itfelf, will not rife with one Tene¬ 
ment of degradation as to the chara&er of Chrift, after their 
attention to the eflay of Mr. Robert Robinfon, modeftly en¬ 
titled, 4 A Plea for the Divinity of our Lord Jefus, &c v * 
Printed 1776, at Cambridge, for Fletcher and Hodfon. 

I had not read, or been informed of the work, till thefe re* 
marks were finilhed, 

Vol. il. T Candid 
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Omitted in Us proper place immediately fucceeding the quota* 
tions from the late Mr. Baxter's pofthumous com portions. 

The following obfervations, confirming an opinion repeat* 
edly laid down in the courfe of the prefent work, that * the 

principles 

Candid examiners into the genuine interpretation of fcrip- 
- tural terms will be pleafed with the following explicit hiftory 
of Memra, or Logos, chara&erifing the Divinity of our Re¬ 
deemer. 

* The term Logos, while it retained its original Jewiffi idea, 

* was determinate and proper; it ftood for that lingular being, 

* God the Medium, that great Supreme, wbofe manner of 

* exiftence was unknown, and who would fome time appear in 
s thelikenefs of a man to redeem mankind. 

* The term Memra, not fignifying merely Jehovah, but Je. 

< hovah under the peculiar idea of holding communion with 

* man, by appearing in the form of a man, was adopted by the 
s Chaldee parapbrafls. Thefe paraphrafes were in the com- 

< mon dialed of the Jews in the time of Jefus Chrift. The 

* apoftles often adopted their flyle, and St. John took the word 
( >.=ya: from thofe books, retaining in it only its old idea. Pla- 
«to, who travelled into Egypt to improve his knowledge, 
«learned the Jewilh notion of Memra, or Logos, and affixing 

* ideas to the term, of which the ancient Jews had never 

* thought, returned it to the Jews, in his writings, full of 

* dark, pagan enigmatical ideas. All things were new except 
c the term. It wasMofes Atticifed indeed! It became fafhion- 

* able, in time, for men of fcience to fpeak, and think, as Plato 
€ fpake and thought; and Philo the Jew, and after him many 

* Chriftian divines, took up the Platonic Logos, and thus 

* brought tht Memra of the old Targumift?, and the Logos of 

* St. John, into obfeurity and difgrace ; although it does not 

* appear that 3 t.Joh.-i knew any thing about Plato's ideas of it. 

* Nothing is more common than to run mad for a term, 
c without knowing its value. The hiftory of this term proves, 
« that it has had different values in different hands j it has 

* gone for more, and lefs, as the exigencies of its owners re- 
« quired, As St. John ufed it, it ftood for God, who fore-ap¬ 
peared 
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principles influencing, and ufages adopted by the heathens, 
originated in corruptions of the holy records, 1 their prolixity, 
it is hoped, will be indulged by thofe devoted to the interefls 
of fcriptural doftrines; to the lukewarm and the unbelieving 
the editor withes not to apply. Lefs apology is requifite for ex« 
trafts from a reprefentation of religious ideas fubfifting 
amongft a laborious, and uncivilized people, (for fuch are lei* 
overlhadowed by artifice and concealment) in a country def¬ 
lated by tempefts, and the unrelenting hand of winter, from 
which nature revives for a very tranfient period; and where 
the variation of feafons is ever attended folely by a variation 
of tpils. The publication alluded to is moreover, throughput, 
a faithful tranfcript of the human heart, as its motive was to 
pidlure the dawn of Chriftianity, from a generous zeal and re¬ 
gard to truth, where not a trace of practical worfliip was at 
the time obferved. 

< Before mifllonaries came into the country 1 of Greenland, 
the inhabitants • were reported fuch grofs idolaters, as to wor* 
(hip the fun, and facrifice to the devil, that he might forward, 
at leaft not hinder, their hunting and fiftiing. The feamen 

faw, that as foon as the Greenlanders arofe in the morning, 
they flood with their faces towards the rifing-fun, to difcover 
by the look of the hemifphere, or by the motion of the clouds, 
whether they had good or bad weather to expeft upon that 
day. The Tailors, not knowing the true reafon, believed they 
worfliip’d the fun. Others faw, on forfaken places, many 
quadrangular fpots laid over with ftone; found upon one ele¬ 
vated ttone fome cinders, and near it a heap of bones. The 
conclufion was, that they facrificed here; and to whom Ihouid 
they have facrificed but to the devil ? Thus may 1 (the author 
might have faid, thus frequently do) ‘ people err in their no - 

( peared to the patriarchs, and gave the law to Mofes. It de- 
t (bribed a divine, human being, anciently known to the Jews 

( by the name Jehovah-Memra, and /ince to the world by the 

« name Jefus. 1 - . 

« Happy for Chriftians, had they refted without phtlofophical 

** explications l 1 Mr, Robert Robinfon’s Plea, Scc» p, joy,, 

T a tions 
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tions of the conftitution and religion of others. Tbefe were 
the fummer habitations of the Greenlanders, being tents pitch¬ 
ed in fuch quadrangular places, where they drefs their meat 
with wood. When the miffionaries underftood the language of 
the Greenlanders, they found the loiter to poftefs opinions, 
tho* very vague and various,concerning the foul, and fpirits, 

and experienced in them anxious folicitude about a date after 
death. The raiflionaries farther gathered, from a free dialogue 
with fome perfe&ly wild inhabitants, that their anceftors muft 
hove believed' (why rauft, unlefs conformably with their own 

ideas of) 9 a fapreme Being, and that rbofe anceftors rendered 

him fervice, negie&ed by degrees by their f>ofierity 9 the farther 
they were removed from wifer and more civilized nations, till 
they loft every juft conception of the Deity' 

But whatever fentiments the untutored Greenlander had 
efpoufed relative to that grand Outline of all religion, of all 
reafon in the world of man, the care and diligence of the raif- 
fionaries in promoting pious converfation to the enlargement 
of their ideas msy neceflarily be concluded the rivet of their 
attention to a f;ihje£t,wbich before, as in other more barbarous 
kingdom;, wildly floated in the brain of imagination. From 
fnch con verf 3 tious,and fuch only, can the folid arguments of the 
Greenlanders on the reafon, why a God exifted, be confirmed. 

‘ I royfelf,’ fays a Greenlander to a queftioning miffionary, 
have often thought about thefe things; a kajak (boat) with 
all its tackle and implements grows not into formation of it- 
felf, but muft be made by the labor and the ingenuity of man $ 
one that does not underftand it would directly fpoil it. Now 
the meaneft bird has far more fcill difplayed in its ftrutture 
than tbebeft kajak, and no man can mike a bird; but ftiil 

greater art is (hewn in the formation of a man. Who made 
him ? I bethought me, that he proceeded from his parents, 
and they from their parents. Some, however, muft have been 

hr ft pare/its; whence did they come, whence did this earth , 
fta, fun, moon, and ftars, 3rife into exiftencer There muft be 
fome Being who made ali thefe things, a Being who always 
was, and can never ceafe to be.' 

It may reafonabiy be imagined, that the Greenland notions 
concerning the nature of the foul are compofed of the moft 

romantic 
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romantic and enthufiaftic conceits. I am happy to learn, that 
for the honor of humanity they believe it. It is a fubje£t of fur- 
prize, that a perpetual convi&ion of fuch fubfiftence (hould 
permit a doubt in any reafoning head. But nature is fuffered 
to prevail in Greenland, though too ufualiy blurred by refined 
corruption in more civilized fituations. 

* No nation,’ continues our author, ‘ hath yet been difco- 
vered, but what bad fome notion of a God ; fuch alfo is found 
in the wild and (tupid Greenlanders, who entertain divers 

opinions concerning the foul of man, and concerning other 

greater, or inferior fpiritual efTences.* 

The various wanderings of the Greenlander's conceptions 
on the fubje& of a foul are principally attributable to their 
occafional fituations and employments. Another great foun¬ 
dation of tbefe vagaries is the frequency and vivacity of their 
dreams; from which it is not improbable, that the earlieft 
ideas of its exiftence may have been derived by uncultivated 
reafon j the convi&ion, that thought has travelled, while the 
body has continued inactive, and in a profound Humber 
(which perfons nceflarily concluded from waking in the fame 
fpot, where they had laid themfelves down) muft have been 
peculiarly ftriking to ruder attention. Hence is ultimately 
deducible the philofophical creed of tranfmigration 1 1 The molt 
fenfible Greenlanders pronounce the foul a fpiritual eflence, 
different from the body, and from all material fubftances} and 
though the body corrupts in the earth, the foul furvives after 
death.’ But eventhefe, notwithftanding our author’s fnrmife 
to the contrary, feem to intermix fome idea of corpoiaiity in 

the foul, which, they aflert, “ muft have another kind of 
nouriftiment; but what that nourilhment maybe, they know 


not. . 

The concluding refleflions of our author upon their reli¬ 
gious opinions are peculiarly efScacious to difplay their ge¬ 
nuine origin. ‘ Tbofe who know what abfurd notions the 
ancient wife heathens had of a fout, and a future ftate, will ra- 
ther acknowledge a fagacity in the Greenlanders, beyond 
what we can trace in them in other refpefts. I take thefe to 
be the fmall remains of the truths of the patriarchal religion, 
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which tradition has propagated down to pofterity; but the 
farther fucceedirig generations removed from their firll dwell¬ 
ing, and from other civilized nations, the more were tliefe 
truths diiregarded, and forgot, or veiled, and adulterated with 
hew additions. If we read the accounts which have been 
given of the mod northerly American Indians, and Afiatic 
.Tartars, we find a pretty great refemblance between their 
nianner of life, morals, ufages, and notions, and wh3t has 
been faid above of the Greenlanders; with this difference, 
that the farther the favage nations wandered towards the 
North, the fewer they retained of their ancient cuftoms and 
conceptions. If it be true (as is fuppofed!) that a remnant 
of the old Norway Chriftians incorporated rhemfelves, and 

became one people with the Greenlanders, the latter may 
thence have adopted fome of their notions, which they have 
new-modelled in thecoarfe mould of their own brain. 

We find the like mutilated traditions among them concern¬ 
ing the creation of the world, its laft end, and Noah’s flood. 
They call the firft man Kellak, and fay, that he fprang out of 
the earth, and foon afterward his wife fprang from his 
thumb; and from this pair all mankind proceeded. The 
woman is expreffed to have brought death into the world by 
faying, “ Let thcfe die to make room for their poflerity P’ 

< Almoji all heathen nations know fomething of Noah’s 
flood, and the firft miftionaries found alfo traditions’ of that 
event ‘ among the Greenlanders ; namely, that the world 
once overfet, and all mankind, except one, were drowned; 
but fome were turned into fiery fpirit?. This only man after¬ 
wards fmote the ground with his flick 3 and out fprang a wo¬ 
man ; thcfe two repeopled the world. As a proof that the 
' delude once overflowed the whole earth, they afiert, that many 
fheils and .relics of fifhes, have been found far within the 
land, where men could never have lived; even that bones of 
whales have been found upon an high mountain. 

They cannot have much notion cf the end of the world, 

and refui rection of the body.’ Their opinion on the latter 

feems purely heathen ; ‘ they depofite the hunting (and ir 

may 



APPENDIX, 



may be perhaps added, the filhing) implements of thedeceafed 
by his grave 5 the perfon rifes again, and feeks his maintain^ 
ance in the other world, as he fought it in this.' 



Quae cura, &c. &c. 
eadem fequitur tellure repoftos. 

Virg. ASn. lib. vi. 


‘ When all mankind (hall have died, and be extinX, (he 
tcrreftrial globe Ihall be dalhed to pieces, and purified from, 
the blood of the dead by a vaft flood of water; then (hall a 
wind blow the clean- walhcd duft together, and replace it in 
a more beautiful form than ever. There will be no more bare 
and barren rocks; the whole will be a level champaign, over- 
fpread with verdure and delight. The animals will alfo rife, 

and reanimate in vaft abundance. As for men, he that is 
above will breathe upon them, and they ftiall live. But they 
can give no account who He is, that is above.’ 

The Greenlanders are Manichzeans in the belief of two 
fpirits, a good and a bad one. They are from their perils 
upon the fea, and the general hard methods, whereby their 
common fuftenance is acquired, exceedingly devoted to 
fuperftition. Their anxious obfervation of weather is a 
neceflary appendage to, rather a forerunner of that very 
fuftenance ; certain prognoses of a ftorm, or of winds unfa¬ 
vorable to their labors are attended to with minute remarks, 
and reflexions. Even their more favorite, and ufual occu¬ 
pation of feal-catebing, which comprizes their food, their rai¬ 
ment, and their abode, is involved with dangers afFeXing 
thole lives, which it was conftituted to preferve, and to make 
as comfortable, as the climate will admit. The uniformity of 
their engagements in perfon, and the employment of their 
thoughts in feenes 0! barbarous aXivity, prevent the expan- 
fion of their minds on fubjefts which might invalidate, if not 
erafe, fuperftitious horrors. Civilization alone, and that of 
no ordinary ftandard, more eflentialiy promotes their expul- 

fion. 

Amid ft all the references to the ancient records of feripture, 
obfervable in the foregoing piXure of their religious pnn- 

T 4 ciples, 
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riples, not one appears deducible from the do&rines, or hif- 
tory of the Ckriflian difpen/ation. From the reprefentation 
above, refpe&ing tbeir belief of a fupreme power, it is obvious, 
that no regular traditionary feries prevails among them. 
Their forefathers, they cry, mufi have believed fuch a power. 
I. ftiouid rather therefore conceive, that the earlier perfons, 
aftually fettled (a fettlement which, it may be prefumed, was 
not of very ancient date) on the Greenland coafts, imported 
that knowledge of particulars handed down in the writings of 
Mofes and the prophets, (the hiftorical portions principally 

fetfra to have been adopted) which formed more immediately 
a groundwork of the idolatrous fyftem in civilized king¬ 
doms. Of wfcatfoever people thefc original fettlers confifted, 
they muft have been very barbarous, fince in the prefent days 
their intelle&ual exertions have been limited to the fimple 
conftrufh'on of kajaks, fifhing-tackle, and fordid coverlids, 
called houfes: the very cookery of their food far lets improved, 
than it might have been imagined in a courfe of ages. 

It mull be permitted to difpute the authenticity of their 
Incorporation with Norway Chriftians ; fince this latter people 
cannot but be prefumed to have inculcated, however lefs zeal- 
oufly than our mifiionaries, (who vifited Greenland from a 
confcientious motive of diffufing the principles of revelation) 
fome tenets of a religion, which had influenced their own 
ideas. But to every principle of Chriftianity the Greenlanders 

are reported to have been utter ftrangers, when the « Unitas 
Fratrum* appointed a roiflion to thofe inholpitable coafts. 

Hiftory of Greenland, tranfl3ted from the High Dutch of Mr. 
David Crantz, vol.i. book 3. chap. 5 Q&ober 1767. 

A learned author, whom 1 have the honor to call my 
friend, and who has appropriated a larger portion of his (In¬ 
dies to the duty of his profeffion, c nnetts, in his recent * * II- 
luftration* of the communion, enjoined by our Savior to his 



• The terra ‘ IHuftration* is affixed to a performance, which 
the aathor, with that deference for which he has been always 
valued, has declared to be < An attempt to illuftrate,’ &c. 
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difciples, * the feafts upon the legal facrifices among the 
Jews,* and ‘ the feafts upon the idol facrifices among the Gen* 
tiles f.’ 

This very clofe reafoner, and excellent fcbolar devotes 
many remarks to a fentiment hazarded by Cudworth, whofe 

very errors are to be criticized with that reverence, which has 
been always a tribute to eminence from fo candid an op- 
ponent. The fentiment of Cudworth is communicated in his 
own phrafeology, “ That the Lord’s flipper, in the proper 
notion of it, is * Epulum ex oblatis, or a feaft upon facrilice $* 
in the fame manner with the feafts upon the Jewifh facrifices 
under the law, and with the feafts upon things offer¬ 

ed to idols among the heathens.** Dr. Bell has fufficiently 
evinced the impropriety of Cudworth’s premifes, from a re¬ 
ference to his conclufions. He has likewife conferred a more 
effential fervice upon the Chriftian religion, by the confutation 
of a late right reverend author, who from the adoption of 
Cudworth’s principles on this argument, and his laborious af- 
fiduity to confirm them by his own refinements, has more par¬ 
ticularly endangered the chara&er of his profeftion, by tread* 
ing the flippery paths leading to tranfubftantiation. This 
latter divine has more than once almoft made a fhipwreckof 
genuine faith, in his bolder purfuits of novelty. 

To the work with which the public has been, on the fore¬ 
going occafion, obliged by my very worthy friend, may 1 be 
permitted to refer the ingenuous reader ? at the fame time 
wilhing his indulgence to a ibort obfervation of my own, that 
the very conftruftion of any ordination of facrifice, in tfiein- 
ftitution of the gofpel, muft be necefiarily diilbnant from the 
genius and fpirit of Chriftianity, as promulged by the Author 
of our falvation. What page of our bleffed Savior’s hiftory 
affords an intimation that he propofed to inculcate the doc¬ 
trine of facrifices, unlefs we except that reprefented under a 


f Appendix to ‘ the Attempt to afeertain and ilhiftrate the 
Authority, Nature, and Defign of the Communion, or the 
Lord's Supper, by \V. Bell, D. D-’ 

figurative 
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figurative aliafion to the Jewijb , of broken and contrite 

hearts, which God will not defpite ?' 

With the greateft: conviction I refign the conduct of de¬ 
ductions on this fubjefr to a far more valuable inveftigator \ 
^efficient for my purpofe, as editor of Apollonius, confiftently 
with the leading point which I have endeavor’d to enforce, 
that the Jewifh feafts, as above intimated, and thofe of the 
-heathen affimilate, while no congenial eftablifhments were 
enjoined to the furtherance of the Chriftian difpenfation ! 

Cbriftianity is by no means to be conlidered as a counter¬ 
part of the law of Mofes; the latter was fubfervient, even in 
its divine inftitution, to the purpofes defigned by the Al¬ 
mighty in the promulgation of the former. The ceremonial 
•law was limited to the ufes of one, the Chriftian do#rines ad- 
drefies the hearts of all, people: the Mofaic mull be under* 
flood as the fore-runner of revealed religion. The lawgiver of 
the Hebrews was an inftrument of thofe decrees, the comple¬ 
tion of which was referred, by the miraculous will of Provi¬ 
dence, to the diftant period of the afiumption of flelh by our 
Lord. Every page of the Ifraelitifh teems with profpe&s of 
Chriftian imerefls ; forthefe the patriarchs lived, theinfpired 
prophets wrote, and worked; for thefe, figurative pictures 
were delineated, and even the letter of hiftory, in the writings 
of the Old Teftament, was calculated to lead enquiries into a 
religion ‘ originating from God, in contradiftin&ion to the 
heathen ; which enquiries could only terminate according to 
the fpirit, with which they were formed, in the hiftory and 
doctrines of our Redeemer 

Such 

* I cannot, however indire&ly engag'd upon a theme com- 
pcfing fo very elfential a part of Chriftian duty as the com¬ 
munion, J>mit attention to the celebrated reply of Elizabeth, 
when thfCathoIic zealots expe&ed, by their queftion relative 
to that I ulema inftitution, ro furnith, through her anfwer, 

natter for accufation againit her principles, well-known 
to hare been oppofite to thole of her popi/h lifter on the 

throne. 
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Such being the uncontroverted confteftion between the 

Jewifli and heathen facrifices, and the pofitive difagreemenfc 
between thefe and any rite whatfoever enjoined by the Finifoer 

of our faith $ whence can fuch connexion between the two 
firfi religions be furmifed to have arifen > To prefume that 
the Jewilh was borrowed from the heathen, were a palpable 
violation of hiftorical evidence produced in the holy writings $ 
that the latter owed its origin to the former in point of earl 
lieft ceremonies, may be corroborated from thofe facred tefti- 
monies. True it is, that the principles of each were totally 
difcordant; yet the intermixture of the Ifraelites with the 
Egyptians might be reafonably fuppofed to have familiarized 
imitations of their refpettive ufages, The Ifraelites are re¬ 
corded to have too faithfully, and too fatally, exprefled a 
pronenefs to the idolatry of Egypt; and the Egyptians may 
as fairly be concluded to have copied, from a detign to mifre- 
prefent, the facrifical rites, in particular of the Ifraelites. 
For, as it has been exprefled in the courfe of this Appendix, 
it appears not that the Egyptians had pra&ifed the ‘ devotion 


throne, and which occafioned her unreafonable imprifon- 
ment in the Tower* 

* Chrift was the Word, who fpake it; 

He took the bread, and brake it, 

And what his will did make it, 

That I believe, and take it 


f I obferve thefe lines attributed to the nervous Donor Donne j 

but either they cannot be his, or Elizabeth, on fuch conltruc- 
tion, could not have uttered them. Elizabeth may fcarcely 
have efteemed it requifne to tile fo glorious an ambiguity of 
explanation, when (he had afcer.ded the throne of England. 
She was born 1533 \ was crowned 1559 ; and died 1603. Dr. 
Donne was born 1573, and died 1631. So that one or other of 
thefe afiertions cannot fail to be inconciufive. 
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of fecrificc’ previoufly to their intercourfe with the people of 
God. The very pare and perfeft lineaments of Chriftianity 
have fuffered from the profanation of unfkilful or defigning 
daubers. Should any peevith arguer enquire, “ What pof. 
fible conformity can fubfift between the Jewifli and heathen 
devotee ?’' he may be aiked in return, “ What conformity 
may be concluded between the fpirit of Chriftianity and M* • 
hometaniim ?’* yet whence the Quilina of the latter? 
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To be had at Robert Faulder’s, by the 

Author of the foregoing Work, 

New Editions of 
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The Pythian, Nemean, and Iflhmian Odes of Pindar, 
with hiflorical and critical Remarks; defigned to complete 
a Tranflation of that Writer’s furviving Works: infcribed 
to Mrs. Montagu, with a Frontifpiece, engraved by Spil- 
ftniry. Quarto. 


Speedily will be pulUJbed^ 

A DiiTertation upon the Propriety of Apollonius Rho¬ 
des's Condud as to the Conftrufiion of his Poem of the 
Argonauts in the Epic Charader, in which the Sentiments 
of Ariftotle in his Rules for that Species of Compofition 
will be particularly confidered ; with a Map of the Ar- 

gonautic Expedition. 


errata. 


6r, ver. 

75 > 

3 33 > 

* 34 > 

3 3 6 . 

13 8 j 


Page 31, line 19, for were obferved, rW will be. 

•— a®, dele already. 

21, Aforegoing. 

4, for have, read heave. 

7, for fteam, read ftream. 

I, for foilage, read foliage. 

1, for Cretaz, read Cretan. 

15, for ftubbum, read ftubborn. 

2, for lead, read lend. 

3, for ihin, read ftiine. 

8, for ruftat, read ruflic. 

14, read pofleflions. 

6, for occean) read ocean* 

13, mans, to he read as a verb* 

2, for oul, read foul. 

14, dele mark iC 

the end, for gloomy if, read dis. 
remark line 3, read was fuitable, 

6, fir Minoan’s, read Minoan, 

399, note, laft line but one, for fimile, read fmile. 

206, 3, read vwriors without an apoftropbe, 

207, v. laft, dele thefirfl his. 

2 c6, laft line but two, for principle, read principal. 

258, laft line, dele as it has been ufually efteemed. —Same page, 

dele was before intermixed, 

261, motto to Ceiris tranflated, point the third vetjt, culpare jo- 

cos, mufamque paratus. 

273, laft line of note, for viles, read vires. 

2S2, for fame, read flame. 

293, for Sprenitis, read Spcrnitis. 

292. read 3d verfe, &c. 

To thefe the mild Palasmon’s infant age 
Joined with a mother fprings, the various fiage 
Of years forbids not equal health to flow 
Full o’er their limbs. &c. 


15 °> 

168, 

169, 

182, 

*85, 

189, 
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DIRECTIONS to the binder. 

Place the errata at the End of Vol. I. — And the 

Argument to Book I. and II. marked 61*, 62*, 
63*, and 64*, in the Sheet E of Vol. I. between 
Pages 59, and 61. 

• * . 




